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TO THE 


LORD WILLIAM GODOLPHIN OSPOENK 


My deab William, 

I know no one but yourself who can now 
take any lively interest in these letters. 

^She, .to whom they were addressed, they o^whom 
• • 
they were written, have all passed away, and and 

I are noy almost the only survivors of the large pfl^ty 

that^n 1838 left Government House for the Upper 

Provinces. • 

• Many passages of this Diary, writtesi solely for the 

- • 

amusemeiJi of my own family, have • of course been 
omitted:; but not a word has been added to descrip- 
tions which have little merit, but tjjiat they are true and 
that they were written on the spot. 

Now that India has fallen under iuje uujse €f r^dl- 
rbads, and that lif\ and property will ^oqp become as 
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*^inseciire there, as {hey arc here, the splendour of a 
^ Governor-GenerarH pro^^ress is at an end. 

The Root 111) prol)a])1y become a railway station;* 

the Taj will of course, under the sway of an Agra 
Company (liniit(;d, except for destriicfion), be bought 
up fur a monster hotel ; and tlu; Governor-General will 
dwindle down into a hrst-class jiassenger \vith a carpet- 
bag. These details, th(Telbri‘, of a journey that was 
picturesque in its niothy processions, in its splendid 
crowds, and in its ^ barbaric gold and pearl,’ may be 
thonglit amusing. So many t*ha,ng(;s have since taken 
place in Indian modes of t ravaging, that these con- 
trasts of public grandeur and pilvato discomfort will 
probably be seen no more, on a scale of such mag- 
nitude.^ r 

Believe me, 

Ever your affectionate Aunt', 

EMILY EBLR. 


Eden Lodge, Kensington Gone : 
May 1860. 
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CHAPTER I. 

On board the ’ flat, 8i»Uii’day, Oct. 21, 

‘ Once more upon the waters, yet once more,’ 
and so on. We are now iiiirly off for eighteen 
months’ of travelling by steamers, tents, and 
inountains — and every dciy of a cabin seems to 
me like so mucli waste. They ought aI^ to go 
*to the great account of the long vovage ttWtt will, 

O O ^ 7 

at last, take us home again. And this cabin 
• ^ 

U>oLs so like my STujnter’ a]>ode, in all its ut- 

tin js* and yppoiiitracnts, that it is really a pitj^su 

to tly’ow its discomforts away in gQing farther off. 

Well, 1 sure it is alt for the best — 1 make no 

objection — I like to see things take their course; 

but still I do sav, that for a person wlio required 

nothing but to he allowed the undisturbec^ eii- 

joyinq^it of that small Greenwic^ hou^* and 

g^deii, with all ks little Cockney |)leastfresr and 



2 


UP .THE COUNTRY. 


pursuits, I have been very hardly tre^ited and 
rather over-worked. Wc got up at five tliis 
morning ; *thc s<^rvants were all in a fuss, and 
Wright was in all the delusions of carpet-bags 
and nice, bandboxes, in which slie^ may be in- 
dulged till we leave the steamer, and then she 
will be obliged to wake from them, as the coolie is 
3^et to be discovered who would carry a carpet- 
bag, and a bandbox docs not precisely meet the 
views of a camel. t , 

When we came down for some colFee, the great 
hall was full of gentlemen who had come to 
accompany his lordship to the ghaut — even Mr. 
Macaulay had turned out for it. F. and I, 
with Captain P., soon took ourselves off, and • 
drove doAvn to the landing-place. There were 
t'^vo lines of troops from the door of Government 
House to the river, and the band was playing 
thot march in the ‘ Ihjritani ' which, when we 
were at the Admiralty, used to be played every 
morning by the Guards* band, and ^y.hich, con- 
sequently, always carries me back to the horrid 
time of our preparations for leaving England, so 
I ca^. always cry it all over again to that tune. 
The road was, covered with carriages and riders; 
and, *at ^iie gnaut, a large set /of our particular 
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acquaintances were waiting for us, so we got out 
and stood, with them while G. niade his progress 
on foot. It Avas really a very J^’c.tty procession: 
such crowds of people and such diversities of 
dress. He is not so shy as he used to be at 
these ceremonies, though I think a long walk 
through tit)ops presenting arms is trying to every- 
body. The instant he aiTived at tlie ghaut, he 
gave a general good-bye, otfered me his arm, 
and Ave Avalked off to the Jb©ats as fast as Ave 
could. The guns fired, the g&itlemen Avaved 
their liatSy and so avc left Calcutta. It has really 
done hinidsomelv by us, and Ave ought to be 
obliged to them for sayhij — if it is no more — 
4:hat they are sorry Ave are going. Bu^I dare- 
say Ave are an amusement to them. TJ^ey liked 
our bulls and parties, and Avliatever we dT& or 
•s;xW AA^as the subject of an anecdote ; and if Ave 
said or did Jiotlhng^they invented sometlnq^ for 
us-*-and it all served to Avoi^derVit — Avhich, in a 
countr^.r Avdicre there* is little society and feAV^ 
topics, AA^as an advantage. 


The Sunderbunds, Monday, C^et. 23. 

We came into these lovely pant scj,mes on 
.Sqnday morning. Tliey are a composition of 
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low stunted trees, marsh, tigers and snakes, with 
a stream that s^pmetimes looks like a. very wide 
lake and then, becomes so narrow that the jungle 
wood scrapes against tlie sides of the flat — and 
this morning scraped away all G.’s jalousies, 
wliich arc a great loss. I never saw such a 
desolate scene ; no birds flying about — there is 
no grain for them to eat. We have met only one 
native l;)oat, which must have been there since 
the Deluge. Occasionally there is a bamboo 
stuck up with a bush tied to it, which is to re- 
call tlie clieerful fact that there a tiger has 
carried off a man. None of our Hindus, thouglu 
they are starving, will go on shore to cook — and, 
indeedf it would be very unsafe. It looks as 11 
this bit^'^of world had boon left unfinished when 
land and sea were originally parted. The flat 
is dreadfully hot at night; but not more vui-^ 
comf^u’table than a boat must necessarily be in 
this climate. 

I must make you acquainted with ti\ie other 
flat, l^ccausc then, once for all, you will under- 
stand our prospect of travelling companions. 
You ]<:now all about Mr. and Mrs. A. and their 
two cl^ldren. |Mr. and Mrs. B. are our next 
coupled is one of the Government secre- 
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taries, clever and pleasant, speaks Persian Tather 
more fluently than English; Arabic better than 
Persian; but, for familiar contersation, rather 
prefers Sanscrit. Mr. and Mrs. C. (belonging 
to Mr. Ik’s office) arc a very pleasant couple; 
he acts and sings, and knows most of the people 
we know, and she sings and plays on the harp 
like an angel ; and they have a small child, the 
least Jittle sick tiling possible, which I affection, 
and I mean to borrow it witch we are in camp 
to play in iny tent. 1 often iceary for a child 
to talk to. Captain and Mrs. J). are our com- 
missariat coujjle* — she is very pretty. General 
E. is the public military secretary — an jjstutious 
.Tildish man. The two steamers genej’ally anchor 
together at night ; but the other comc?^:n later 
tluui cTlirs, and so we have seen none of the other 
jtli^y but Mr. A., who says they do ve^y well 
together, •all things* comsidercd.^ General®, is 
suspected of not bein^ partial to tiie small D., A., 
and C. •children — there had been rather an angry 
controversy about some apple and pear jam; 
and, in general, they were, all, like our noble 
selves, so much bored that they went t'o l^ed 
at e*ight. Otherwise, they wQife all ^Xirfectly 

•hal>Py- 
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Wednesday, Oct. 25. 

•We stopped g-t Koolna yesterday for coals, 
and stayed an Jiour to let tlie Hindus cook their 
dinner. We are out of the Sundeybunds now, 
and steaming between two banks not quite so 
elevated, nor nearly so picturesque as tliose flat 
marshes between Eastcornbe and the fiver; and, 
they say, we shall sec notliing prettier, or rather 
less hideous, between this and Simla, except at 
Raj Maid. G. is ' already bored to dciath with 
having nothing to do. He has read two novels 
and cannot swallow anymore, and is longing for 
his quiet cool room at Government House. The 
nights are dreadful — all for want of a ])unkah — 
and haraly any of us get a wiidv of sleep. How- 
ever, w^hall soon overtake cooler weather. The 
six gentlemen ])assed the three first nights on 
deck, owing to the heat below, and I sat up in bed 
faniK?ig myself. The native servants sleep any 
and everywhere, ov^r our heiids, under our feet, 
or at our doors, and as there arc no pj^rtitions 
but green blinds at the sides and gratings above, 
of course we hear them coughing all night. 

Thursday, Oct. 2G. 

TheyVy’e stewing us very badly; we go rolling 
about from ,cne side of the rivdr to the other 
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and every now and then thump against the hank, 
• and then the chairs and table all^ shal^e and the 
inkstand tips over. I think I a little sea- 
sick. Our yative servants look so unhappy. 
They hate leaving their families, and. possibly 
leaving two or three wives is two or three times 
as painful as leaving one, and they cannot endure 
being parted from their children. Then they 
are ioo crowded here to sleep comfortajbly. 
Major J. observed in a gentl«, -ill-used voice : ‘ I 
think C.'iptain K. behaved very ill to us; he said 
that between both steamers and the flat he could 
lodge all the servants that were indispensably 
and absolutely necessary to us, so I only brought 
.bne hundred and forty, and now ho says'^here is 
not room even for them.^ Certainly fitiis boat 
must be drunk, she reels about in such a'^dis- 
*fTi;Jerly fashion. I Avish I had my corli^ jacket 
on. 

1 am glad that in your lasyb leker you deigned 
for onc^ to comment on the ‘Pickwick Papers.’ I 
collected all the stray numbers, and began read- 
ing them straight tl^irou^h to-day, , because 
hitherto I have never had time to make out 
exactly what they were about, d.elightfu] as tliey “ 
were. I wish iyou Avould read over again that 
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accomt of Winkle and the horse which will not 
go on — ‘ Poor /ellow ! good old horse ! ’ — and 
Pickwick saying, ‘ It is like a dream, a horrid 
dream, to go about all day with a ^horrid horse 
that we cannot get rid of.’ That book makes me 
laugh till I cry, when I am sitting quite by my- 
self. There ! I thought so. Wc are aground, 

and the other steamer is going nourishing by, in 
grinning delight. 

Friclftv^ Oct. 27. 

Wc remained aground for two hours, and 
touched several times alter we were afloat. Some 
of the other party visited us in the evening, and 
I lent General E. a novel to hel[) him on. 1 have 
been reading ‘ Astoria,’ out of that last box you 
sent us, ^ind that great fat ‘ Johnsoniana.’ The 
anecraotes are not very jiew, but anything mbout 
Johnson is readable. G. has got some Bridge- 
wat^i>Trcatises, which he likes. 

■ Beanluali, Saturday, Oct. 28. 

We stopped at Surder yesterday, to vtake in 
some sheep. We ought to have been there' two 
, days ago, if we had had better pilots and fewer 
groundings. G. said, last night, when we again 
failed iq^ landing there, that it seemed to him 
Absurder rather than Surder. IS^e made another 
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good pun to-day. How our intellects are*weak- 
ened by the climate ! — we make/ind i;;Qlish punfe ! 
The A. D. C.’s arq very apt to assemble over our 
cabins at night, to smoke and to talk, and we 
hear every word they say. When it- is really 
time to go to sleep, I generally send old Rosina 
up to dis])crse them, in her civilcst manner. I 
was telling W. 0. that they were like so many 
old Qielsea pensioners ; they go on proving night 
after night exclusively about* the army, the king’s 
army, and the company’s army; and that if there 
were only a little levity in their talk, I should 
not so much mind being kept awake by it. He 
said, ^ Ah, yes, we were very animated last night 
,^about the company’s army, iind your old Rosina 
came creeping up with “0 sahib, a^^ai bolo” 
{genily speak), upon which G. observed, “‘Ah, 
* tf^she had said, O , sahib, nasty bolo^^’ that 
would have satisfied Emily much better.’ ;* This 
joke being founded on Hindustani, and coining 
from the Governor-General, kept the whole suite, 
in a 'roar of laughter for half an hour. • They 
really relished it. 

Two young writers whom we had known at 
Calcutta came to Surder to meet us, and we took 
•thum on board| and took them bank to Mulyah. 
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How some 0/ these young men must detest their 

liv*es ! Mi> r- was brougtit up entirely at 

Naples and Paris, came out in the world when 
he was quite a boy, and cares for nothing but 
society and Victor Hugo’s novels, and that sort 
of thing. He is now stationed at Ih, and sup- 
posed to be very lucky in being a])pointed to 
such a cheerful station. The whole concern 
consists of five bungalows, very much likq the 
thatched lodge at 'Langley. There are three 
married residents : one lady has bad spirits (small 
blame to her), and she has never been seen ; 
another has weak eyes, and wears a large shade 
about the size of a common verandah ; and the 
other has bad health, and has had her head' 
shaved. tour is not to be had here for love or 
money, so she wears a brown silk cushion with a 
cap pinped to the top of it. . The Doctor and oVir ’ 
friend; make up the rest of the society. ' He goes 
every morning to hear causes between natives 
,abopt strips of land or a few ruj)ees — that lasts till 
five ; then he rides about an uninhabited jUngle 
till seven ; dines ; ipeads a magazine, or a new 
book when he can afford one, and then goes to 
bed. A^lively ' life, wdth the thermometer at 
severalNhundred ! 

1 
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Eaj Mahl, Mond|y, Oct. 30. 

We are now, after ten days’ Jiard^t earning, 
only 200 miles from Calcutta. G..siglis for the 
Salisbury ‘ Highfl 5 ^er ’ and a good roadside inn ; 
but to-day we have come to some hills and a 
pretty bit of country. We landed at four, saw 
the ruins, * which are very picturesque, gave 
Chance a run on shore, and we had time for one 
sketch. But the real genuine charm and beauty 
of Baj Mahl were a great fat* Baboo standing at 
the gliaut, with two bearers behind him carrying 
the post-office packet. There were letters by 
the ‘ Madagascar,' which left London the 20th 
July, and Ava,s only three months on her passage. 

had your large j)aoket, and ten letters. Al- 
together it was a great prize, was not^it? and 
just at* such an interesting period. I thitik'thc 
yt)flrjg Queen a charming invention, an^^ I can 
fancy the*degree of •enthusiasm she must e incite. 
Even here we feel it. The account of her pro- 
roguing Parliament gave me a lump in my 
throat ; and then why is the Duchess of Kent 
not with lier in all these ^pageants ? There 
is something mysterious about that. Probably 

notliing is more simple, or obvious, but still 

• * • 

•I 'should like ,to know what the motljier and 
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daughter gay to each other when they meet in 
pHvate. To return to your letters. There must 
have been one inissing, because Xewsalls suddenly 
burst upon me as your actual residence, whereas I 
did not know that there was such a place, that 
it had ever been built, or iliat you ever thouglit 
of taking it. 

Wednesday, Nov. 1. 

We expect to be at ilonghir to-morrow 
morning, whence I* can send tliis. We ])asscd 
through some pretty scenery yesterday, but it is 
all over now, I am afraid, and we shall see nothing 
but flat ])lains till we arrive at Simla. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Tlie Ganges, Saturday, Nov. 4, 1837. 

T SENT off my Journal to you the day before 
yesterday from Moiigliir. We arrived there early 
on Thursday morning, and Gr found there were 
so many pco[)]e tliere whom he ought to see, and 
we saw so many objects that were tempting to 
sketcli, that he agr.'cd to remain there all day. 
All the English residents, six in numl>er (and 
]\hat is what they call a large station), came on 
board immediately, and amongst tPem Mr. 
D., Lord S/s son. I thought he had been 
•m»ri*ied a month ago, but it appears he\jprcfers 
being mtirried in a* regular cleric^ll fashid^y and 
is Awaiting for the bishop, wlio is •travelling about 
marryi^ig and conlirTning and christening, and 
who is to be at Monghir in ten days. 

We landed at half past three, in a covered 
boat, with umbrellas,* &;c., and went straight to a 
tent, where the resident had collected all the 
•.Monghir manuljactures for our inspectioiyT but it 
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is impossible to buy anything, as what is to become 
of it in camp? Otherwise, the inlaid tables and^ 
boxes wefe temjiting, and there was the prettiest 
doirs furniture possible, tables, and cane-chairs, 
and sofas, and footstools, of such curious work- 
manship. The vehicles of the place, amounting 
to four buggies (that is a foolish term for a 
cabriolet, but as it is the only veliiclc in use in 
India, and as buggy is the only name for said 

t 

vehicle, I give it .up) and a bullock cart, were 
assembled for our use. 

We drove off to Seetakund, where there is a 
hot spring — a thing I never believed in ; I 
thought the water might be a little warm, just 
the cliili taken off, but it was impossible to keep 
one’s finger in this, even for a moment, and it 
was'^thc most beautiful clear-looking basin of 
water, yb blue and bright. The drive there was 
a real ^refreshment ; it is the first time for two 
years I have fejft the carriage going vp^hill at 
all, and this was not a sirnjde slope but a good 
regular hill. Then we came to some genuine 
rocks — great, bleak, grey stones, with weeds 
growing between tfiem, and pui’ple hills in the 
dis^tance. I felt better directly. 

We«^ll sketchecl away, and did not come back 
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till it was dusk. Altogether, it was a nice scram- 
bling, homc-like expedition, if I had not come 
back with such a bad headache* though 

I did, I liked Monghir, and respect J. for 
having organised such a good day. 

Patna, Sunday, Nov. 5. 

Here wc are, in such a comfortable house, I never 
saw the like, and very cool and pleasant it is. 

We anchored last night, within sight of the 
town; but l^atna is six miles long at least, and 
Mr. T. lives aib Bankipore, a sort of Battersea 
to Patna; so we crot up at six this morning, tmd 
went on deck to see the town. There never was 
anytliiiig so provokingly picturesque, considering 
that the steamer goes boring on ^vUJl6ut the 
slightest regard for our love of sketching. 

^It was a Hindu holiday. I must do tW^ Hindus 
tht3 justice to say that they make, as maiiy holi- 
days out of one year as most joeople do out of 
ten ; and I am not at all sure whether a small 
importation of Hindus would not be accej)table to 
you, to accompany your boys to school as re- 
gulators to their school-days. It would be a 
safeguard against their being overworked. The 
whole bank was lined wdth 'ixitives bringing 
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immense baskets of fruit for ‘the Ganges to look 

r 

at/ as tlie "Nazir* expressed it; and they were 
dipping their baskets into the river with their 
graceful salaams and then bowing their heads 
down to the water. They are much more clothed 
here than in Bengal, and the wom(3n wear bright 
crimson veils, or yellow with crimson borders, and 
sometimes purple dresses with crimson borders, 
and have generally a little brown baby, with a 
scarlet cap on, 2 )erched on their hips. I wis'n you 
Yould have one little brown baby for a change; 
they are so much prettier than wliite children. 
Behind these crowds of pcojde, there were old 
mosques and temples and nativc^s^ houses, and the 
boats of rich natives in front with gilded sterns, 
and paii^ted. peacocks at the prow. In short, 
just what people say of India ; you know it 
all, but j^t is pretty to sec and I mean the ‘moraP 
of myj Indian experience to be, that it is 'the 
most picturesque population, with the ugliest 
scenery, that ever was put together. 

We breakfasted at eight, and just as we had 
finished, Mr. T. came with all the English re- 
sident gentlemen to take us on shore — Mr. G. 
.anirongst the rest. Such a pleasure for Miss 11. 

* The head of 15he Govemor-Geueral’s u^itive servants. 



UP THE COUNTRY. 


17 


I think that little iron, is coming well out of 
the fire. 

There were carriages without. number at the 
ghaut; a regiment, brought from Dinapore to 
receive his lordsliip, which lined the way up to 
Mr. T.’s house; a band to play; a second break- 
fast to be eaten, and the most comfortable house 
possible. 

My roo 7 n is lined with idle books, and these 
up-country houses all have Jire-jdaces and car- 
2)0 ts, and though it is still very hot the idea 
that it ever may be cold is reviving. G. and 
F. went to church where Mr. T. read prayers 
and another g(aitl(‘inan read a sermon, and they 
'•'^aid it was one of tlie best- 2 )erform(;d services 
they have heard in this country. We have 
taken ,a hideous drive this evenino: over some 
•Iwgwn 2>hdu^^7 *^iul have twenty-six ut 

dinner, I grieve to say. T am as stiff as a’ poker 
with a fall into the hold gf the flat, and was 
obliged to stay at home all day. 

Monday, Nov. 0. 

A dull dinner, very ! but Mr. is in him- 

self a jewel; and he looks like that man in 
Matthews’s ‘ At home ’ who used to say, with a 
•^nolancholy loot, that he was ‘ fond of fuyV hut 


VOL. T. 


c 
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still, in that melancholy way, he is very pleasant. 
Kis eyebrows keep me in a contii]ual state of 
wonderment. ^ They are thick masses of very 
lon^' hair, and if they Averc my (‘yebroAvs, or if 
he were my Mr. T., 1 should with a small ])air 
of curlimr-irons and a i^rcat d(‘al of huile an- 
tique^ make them up into little I’inglets, like a 
doll’s Avig. I think tluy Avould have a ATTy 
original and gi*aceful ctfect. We liavc liad such 
a fatiguing day just Avliat Ave must huA^e at 
every station — but still it is fatiguing. There 
Avere about forty 2)eople at bi’CMikfast; them, from 
eleven to one, F. and f, received tlie ladies of 
the station, and most of the gcjitlcanen came 
a^rain, even those avIio liad been at ])r('akfast. G.’* 
audiencliS Avent on for four hours ; so the aides- 
de-camp had a ])leasant day of it. 

Tlie^l there Avas company at luncheon ; and, 
half-f:ast three, G. hdd a durl)ar. Some of ‘the 
rajahs came in great states — one Avith a gold 
liowdah on his elejdiant ; Another had a crimson 
velvet covering to his carriage', embroidered Avith 
gold, and they all had a grejit many retainers. 
To some of them G. gave gold dresses and 
turbans, and Ave Avent behind a screen to see 
Mr. T. and the other gentlemen "help the rajahs 
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into their "old coats. The instant the durbar 
was over we set off, tin imuiei^se i^arty, to see 
Patna, and we saw the Dui’gah, o’jq of tlie largest 
Mussulniaii ^euiples tliere is, and then went to 
j)art of the town wliere the streets ai*e too narrow 
for a caiTiagx', tnid wherii they had provided 
tonjauns tind ele^diants for ns, and we i)oked 
tilon", tlirongli lierds of Jiatives, to a curious 
Sikh j^t^inple, whieit is k(‘pt up l>y contributions 
fi*oni Pinijec'.t Singli. The pi^'iest read us a little 
])lt ol’tlieir IVilde (not tlie Koran), very much to 
our c'dilication, and tlK‘y brouglit out a sword in 
a red scab])ard, v (licli they worship, tind they 
gave (u'orge some petitions, and then we went 
^lome to another gretit dinner. 


Tiicadaj, "Nov. 7. 

% 

•We have had a much quieter day. 'In the 
morning •tlie rajali!^ of yesferda}'’' sent Q. his 
presents — shawls, kineobs, <ie., 4hree very fine 
elephanjts, and two horses. There was nothing 
very 'pretty in the presents, except an ivory 
arm-cliaii* Jind an ivory tonjaun inlaid with 

silver. V. and I had two very picturesque 

«» 

camels and camel drivers to sketch in the morn- 
ing, and the rajah to whom they belonged sent 
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in the afternoon to beg we would accept both 
cdmels and/riders. Such nice little pets, in case 
of anything hai>i)eiiing to Chance or to F.’s deer. 
However, we returned them, and I heard last 
night that he was quite imzyAcA^ and annoyed 
that we Avould not keep them. 

G. Avent to see the jail and 'the opium 
godoAvns, Avliich he said Av^ere very cui'ious. 
There is ojhum to the Aalue of 1,500,000/. in 
their storehouses, “and Mr. T. says that tlu-y wasli 
every workman avIio comes out; l^ecause the 
little boys even, avIio are em 2 )loy(‘d in making it 
up, Avill contriA^e to roll about in it, and tliat the 
washimj of a little boy Avell rolled in opium is 
worth foir- annas (or sixpence) in the bazaar, u 
he can escape to it. 

We took a quiet driAx^ Avitli W., and tlien Avent 
to a laigc granary that Avas built years ago, and 
then found to be useless, and now H is only 
curious for the echo in it. The]*c aa^c found 
Mrs. A., Mr. G., and ]\Iiss H., and some others; 
and Mr. G. had brought his flute, and Miss H. 
observed that the echo repeated the notes of the 
flute better than anything else. But then Mr. G. 
clapped his hands, and that AA^as better still. He 
gave Lcr his arm as avc cmne out, and she looked 
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very shy; and we all tried to look very ^tupid 
. and unobservant. I have not seen guch a pre- 
mising attachment for a long while. Half our 
party went on board to-night, and G. goes at 
seven to-morrow morning; but F. 4 nd I are 
going to stay with Mr. T. till the evening, and 
then drive •strai gilt to the ball at Hinapore, only 
five miles, and A. stays for us. All the others 
go, as G. has a levee in the morning. 

• 

Diu^pore^ Tliursday, Nov. 9. 

We aiTived in excellent time for our ball, 
and to s(ie G.’s landing, wliich by moonlight 
and torch-light was a v(‘ry prcitty sight. The 
whole way fiom the ghaut to the house, where 
the ball wais given, w'as carjicted, ari3^there are 
plenty of troops here, to make a street, and our 
own pt^ople turned out in great force, 

* There were some very pretty people* at the 
ball, wlii^h Avent off remarkably Avell. Mr. G. 
danced three times Avith MiSs IF, Avhich is con- 
sidered- here equal to a proposal and a half. 
Dear stern old Mr. T. is quite interested in that 
novel, and came tAvo or threc^ times in the course 
of the evening with a melancholy face of fun, to 
say — ‘The little affair is going on remarkably 
•well : he is dancing with her again.’ W^e are 
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HOW going to a review, and then to a dinner 
given to us.by the Queen’s 31st regiment, Avliicli 
is to end in anojtlier ball and su])p(^r. 

Well! it is lucky that anylxjdy ca/i do any- 
thing they ought to do, but I had only four 
hours’ sleep last night. 


Fiiilay, Nov. 10. 

The dinner went oiF well, and so did the re- 
view. The 31st' is J.’s reginieiit, so he was 
extremel}^ anxious that tluy should do a great 
deal to our honour and glory. We sat down 
seventy-four to dinner, Colonel !>. Ix'tween G. 
and me, and the chii'f lady and the senior 
ciiptain ot- the regiment on our other sides; 
the old'bisho]), whom we met here, took F. 
to the .oj^posite sid(i of tlui table. It ^was a 
less formal dinner than I expected. G. kad 
to make anoUier speech, and longer 4han last 
night’s, and it wiis very original and neutly 
turned, and gave great satisfaction. We stayed 
through part of the ball, and came away before 
supper, on pretence of fatigue. Both Patna and 
Dinapore have distinguished themselves, and it 
has really been all done so cordially and hand- 
somely that wc can bear a little fatigue for the 
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sake of the f^oodnaturc of tlie peo])lewlio entertain 
us. And, at all events, it makes a ^ay week fpr 
tlie station. ‘ Some ladi(;s came sixty miles to 
these halls. At the hall there were some rajalks 
in splendid dresses ; such magnificent jewels, 
and some of tluan had never seen an Knglish 
hall hefoit). Tluy think the ladies who dance 
are uttcu'ly good for nothing, hut S(ienicd rather 
pleased to see so much vice. 

Such jewel ly as we saw ^yesterday morning! 
A native Avas sent hy one of the gentlemen to 
show us soitu' really good native jc^welry. There 
is an ornament "ailed a Surpeche Avdiich the 
rajahs AATar in their turhans, hut there is 
seldom such a handsome one as this ^nan had for 
sale. It Avas a diamond peacock, lu^hViig in his 
heak ,a rope of (Mi.oi-mous pearls, AAfiiicli passed 
tl^rough an (aii(*rald about the size of^ a dove’s 
c,^g; th^n there emne the tassel— rthe top Avas of 
iimnense diamonds, with a hole*horcd at one end 
of them, tind they sim[)ly draAvn together 

into, a sort of rosettes, Avithout any setting. Then 
there came strings of ])earls each ending in three 
large diamonds. Tliesc ornaments are olten 
made Avith discoloured pearls and dianiuttds 
v.dth flaAVS, hurt this Avas quite ^^erfect. -The man 
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asked 8,000Z. for it, but will probably sell it to 
so,me native' for 6,000Z. They stick it into their 
turbans by a gold hook, and the tassel hangs 
over one ear. We have steamed quietly along 
to-day, and I have been asleep half tlie afternoon. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Ruxar, Saturday, Nov. 11, 1837. 

As wc 'were passinj^ a place called llullliga this 
rnorniii^j:, we »iiw an enormous concourse of 
natives, and it turned out to •te a great fair for 
horses. So wc stopped the steamer, and per- 
suaded G. to go on sliore, just ‘ to go to the fair,’ 
as we slionld have cl >ne at lionm, only wc semt all 
the servants with silver stic:ks, and took our own 
Tonjauns and two of the hody-guard,% and went 
in the state harge and with all the aides^c-camp. 
In slio¥t, we did our little best to be upposing, 
toiksichu'ing that wc have only the steam-boat 
apparatus»to work wijth ; but we had hardly lapded 
wlieh A. came breathless from,the other steamer to 
say that Mr. B. and iTlr. C. were both half mad 
at the iclca of a Governor-General going on shore 
in this Avay, and that C. was actually dancing 
about the deck with rage; and A. wanted us to 
turn back and give it up. Luckily G. would not 
be advised to do this. They sai^ wc should be 
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murd( 4 rcd amongst other things, but in my life I 
n^ver saw §uch^a civil, submissive set of people. 
Our people afid^the police of the place walked on 
first, desiring the crowd to sit down, which they 
all did instantly, crouching together and making 
a lane all through the fiiir. They are civil crea- 
tures, and I am very fond of the natives. There 
were a great many thousands 6f them and some 
beautiful costumes; the l)azaars were full of trin- 
kets, and pretty rsliawls and coloured cottons. 
We went in our tonjauns, and G. walked till 
he was tired, which is soon done; and A. left 
us (]uite satisfied as to our safety and almost 
persuaded it was a dignified measure. We 
wanted h\^i to tell C. that lie had left G. in on(f 
of the *1inerry-g()-rounds,^ of which there were 
several, Juit it was not a subject that admitted of 

levity. said the Governor- General shojiild 

nevejL’ appeaV publicly without a ^regiment, 
and that there* wa^ no precedent for his going 
to Bullhga fair. I told him we had made a pre- 
cedcait, and that it would be his duty to take 
the next Governor-General, be he ever so lame 
or infirm, to this identical fair. 

We went this evening to see the Government 
stud.* It was* rather fine to see five hundred 
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young horses rush at once out of tlieir stalls, and 
.all kick each other and then run ^way; but, 
barring that little interest, both ^ studs on each 
side of the river are rather tiresome sights— such 
ugly places ! 

Gliazofpon’^ Sixiiday, Nov. 1*2. 

We arrifed at tlirec. Mr. T., the brother of 
our late dear T., is tlie resident hen', and lodges 
us. lie had made a gliant with a flight of ste])s 
to Ids lioiiso for our landings and tlie 4 Ith regi- 
ment, with tlieir band, were drawn up all round 
his Inwn. 

Tlierc were two Tvoinen on the ]anding-])lace 
with a. petition. Tiiey were Hindu ladies^ and 
Vere carried dowii in covered palai%|uins, and 
very much enveloped in veils. 4'hey flufig them- 
selves #011 the ground, and laid hold G., and 
•se#(;amed and sobbed in a horrid way, but with- 
out showjng their l*ac('s, and absolutely howled 

• • 

at Ifist, before the}^ could be, cauried off. They 
wanted a pardon for the husband of one of them, 
who, -with his followers, is said to have murdei’cd 
about half a village full of Mussulmans, and these 
women say he did not do it, but that the Nazir of 
that village was his enemy, and did the murders, 
•,and then laid*it on their party. These* little 
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traits are to give you an insight into the manners 
and custom;? of tlie East, and to open and improve 
your mind, &q. After we had made our way 
through all tlicse impediments, we rested for a 
time, and then wcTit to sec the cantonments, and 
to evening service, which was read by two of 
the gentlemen remarkably well. Tlien we came 
back to a great dinner, and on^ of tlie longest I 
ever assisted at. 1 quite lost my head at last, 
and when second course was 2 )ut down, asked 
Mr. T. to give me some wine, thinking it was 
dessert and that we iniglit get up and go. 

The dinners certainly are endless, and I do not 
wonder they think us v(‘ry rajiid at Government 
House. sometimes half an liour be- 

tween th'e courses. A Mr. S., the judge, sat on 
one side of me, and after some discourse tlie 
man seemed to know his Kent ! and I discovered 
he was one of tlie George S.^s of E. Visions of 
country balls and (U'leket matches came back. 
He knew Eden Farm and Penge Common ; in 
short, 1 liked him ver}^ much, and I think he too 
was refreshed with the reminiscences of his youth. 

Monday, Nov. 1^3. 

G. went in the morning to sec the stud. At 
eleven we received all the station. 
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In the afternoon we went to see the opium 
, godown, and then F., B., and I went m the band. 

boat alon^ the shore to sketch some of tlie old 

^ * • 

buildiiags, which are very picturesque here. 

All the party out of both steamers dined at 
Mr. T.\s, and moreover a tliird steamer came up 
from Calciftta this morning, containing, amongst 
other passengers, Mi-s. P. and her pretty little 
daughter, who arc gr(‘at favourites with all our 
gentlemen, and they dined ajid went with us to 
a ball given by the regiment. 

There were great doubts whether a ball could 
be made out, as the want oi* ladies in the IMo- 
fussil makes dancing rather dithcult. However, 
•we took a large party, and the ladies*Ye had seen 
in the morning iill assembled and hafl tmised two 
or thjve extras. The mess-room was very 
•prettily illuminated, with G.’s arms })ainted on 
thfi floor,^and they gave us a grand su[)per, so it 
all did veiy well. I wish you cK)[dd have seen the 

dancers. A Mrs. ^,sumethijig like Mrs. Glover 

the actress, only much flitter, with a gown two 
inches shorter than her petticoat, hounding 
through every quadrille, witli her three grown- 
up sons dancing round her. She is an exeiii- 
•jdary mother, dnd has been a widow many* years, 
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and a grandmother many more, but she never 
Trusses a d«ance ! 

Tnosday, Nov. ]4. 

We did not get home last niglit till half-past 
one, and were up at seven to go on board, and 
we had to go smirking and smiling through all 
that reginuait again, with all the otlua' gcaitlemen 
to go to the boat with us; but we may have a 
rest to-day. It certainly is a. hard-working life, 
is not it? I never get ‘my natural rest,’ as 
])andie Dinmont says, in the stearnei* for noise 
and oji the shori' for work, 

I wond('r how you would be. in tins state of 
life. I often try to fancy you. Sometim(‘S J 
think yo\: would be amused for about five 
minutes, but g(*nerally I opine you would go 
raving nr:d ! I constantly long to be in an oj)en 
carriage with four post-horses, alone with G.,aud 
that we might driv(^ through a, pretty countr}^, 
and arrive at an* inn where nobody could dine 
with us or ask us to a ball. However, to- 
morrow we are to get into douUe st.ate, when 
we reach our tents, as it is of more importance 
with the up-country natives ; so it is of no use 
to think of bettering ourselves. 
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Camp, Benare.'^, AVednesday, Nov. 15. 

We arrived at Benares at ten, lay to Ull tlirougli 
* • * 
the heat of the clay, Avhilst the s(‘rvaiits unloaded 

the flat, and then steam(‘.d up within view of 
the city, as Var as the rajah’s country-house, 
Ilainnuggur, and tlien dropped down again, 
tliere1)y seciing tlic whole of the city. The glare 
was horrible, but the buildings were worth all 
the blindness that ensued. Such minarets and 
inos(pK‘s, rising one above tliy other to an im- 
mense height, and the stone is such a beautiful 
colour. The ghauts covered Avith natives, and 
great Asdiite colossal iigur(‘S of Vishnu lying on 
the ste})s of each ghaut. Benares is one of their 
•most sacred plac.es, and they seem fo S])are no 
exj)ensc in their temples. We niean»tej:eep our 
steamer Ikut, and to go out sketching in it. But 
,it would take a A\diohi week to dratv one tem[)le 
2 )eATectly; the ghaut Avhere av(‘- hmded tvas as 

pretty a sight as any. All our. cflephants, two or 

• • 

three hundiHal bagg\ige caimds (they arc much 
larger beasts to live with than I thought), bullock 
carts Avithout end, and eveiybody loading every 
conveyance Avith eveiything? There are tAv^enty 
shooter suwa?'s (I hatai not an idea hoAv 1 ougl.t 
.to^spell those Awrds), but they are natiA^e soldiers 
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mounted on swift camels, very much trapped^ 
^nd tAvo of them always ride before our carriage 
This looks more like the ‘ land of the east,^ in all 
its Avays, than anything we have seen. 

We landed at fiA^e, and drove four miles 
through immense croA^ds and much dust to our 
camp. Tlic first CA'ciiing of tents, I must say, 
Avas more uncomfortable tlian T had cA^cr fancied. 
EA^erybody kept saying, ‘Wliat a magnificent 
cam])!’ and I tlioiiglit I never had seen such 
squalid, melancholy discomfort. G., F., and I 
have three private tents, and a fourtli, to make 
up the squares, for our sitting-room, and great 
coA'ered passages, leading from one tent to the 
other. 

Each 'iTeiit is diAuded into bed-room, dressing- 
room, an(,l sitting-room. They liaA^e cov(;‘red us 
up in CA^ery direction, just as if Av^e AA^crc natiyc 
Avomen; and,- besides tliat, there is a Avail of 'red 
cloth, eight feet high, draAAm all round * our 
enclosure, so that, CA^en on going out of the tent, 
Ave see 'nothing but a crimson Avail. 

Inside each tent Avere our beds — one leaf of a 
dining-table and three cane chairs. Our pit- 
tarrahs and the camel-trunks Avere brought in ; 
and in about half an hour, the Nazir came to 
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say they must all, with our hooks, dressing- 
cases, &c., he carried off to beput^undcr the care* 
of a sentry, as notliing is safe in a Jtent from the 
decoits; so, if there were anything to arrange, 
there would be no use in arranging it, as it 
must all be niov(‘d at dusk. The canvas flops 
about, and k was very chilly in the night, though 
that is the only part T do notol)ject to, as when 
we get our curtains that will be merely bracing ; 
but it feels ope/i-curish and ju^safe. They say 
everybody begins by hating their tents and ends 
by loving them, but at present I am much pre- 
possessed in lavour '>f a house. Opposite to our 
private; tents is the great dining-tent, and the 
(.kirbar tent, which is less shut up, aTid 'v/ill be 
less melancholy to live in. (Jod Ibld^s you, 
dearest] When J am tir(‘d, or tented^ o^^hot, or 
ci)!/^, and generally when I am in India, I have 
at It^ast the comlbrt ^of always sitting dowij to 
. tell you all about it, and ‘ Th^cre .is no harm in 
as the man says in ‘ Zohrab/ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Camp, Benaros, Wednesday, Nov. 22, 1837. 

I HAVE been obliged to give up the five last days 
to other letters, to the manifest disadvantage of 
my journal, your* unspeakable loss, and my own 
deep regret; but what can be done ? It is just 
possible to do all we have to do — just not im- 
possible to write it down 07106, but quite im- 
possible either to live, or to write it over again ; 
and I have had a large packet of very old 
English letters since we came here, which set 
me off answering them. 

The resume of Our proceedings, since I 6ent 
off ;piy journal to you, last Thursday, Nov. 16, 
is shortly and. loi;gly this: — Friday, we wtjnt a 
large party to the town in carriages ; when the 
streets grew too narrow for carriages, we got on 
elephants; when the elephants stuck fast, we 
tried tonjauns; and, when the streets contracted 
still further, we walked; and at last, I suppose, 
they came to a point, for we came back. 
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saw some beautiful old temples, and altogether it 
.was a curious sight. Prout woujd go mad in a 
brown outline frenzy on the spot— the buildings 
are so very beautiful for his style. I forgot to 
mention that at half-past six on Friday morning 
we went to a review on horseback. Saturday, 
we again got up at six, and F. and I went in 
the open carriage to sketch a tempting mosque. 
At eleven we received many more visitors than 
the tent would hold — the aides-de-camp could 
hardly come in with them. 

G. held a dur])ar in the afternoon, at which 
seventy of the native nobility appeared. The 
Rajah of Benares came with a very magnifi- 
cent surwarree of elephants and cjimels. He 
is immensely rich, and has succeede*d itn uncle 
who adopted him, to the great discon*fiture of 
hhs, father, who goes about with him in the 
capacity <jf a discontented subject. We ^ had 
thirty-six people at dinner, f^unday, we went to 
church, and underwent the worst reading and 

preaching I ever heard from Mr. , who in 

general preaches to his clerk ; but this time the 
church was very full, and the congregation were 
all hoping to hear a little something that might do 
them good from* our dear Y. In* the afternoon 
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G. and I went out on an elephant, and, in an 
attempt to mj^ke a quiet and rural cut home, 
nearly drowned one of our outriding camels and 
his rider; so we came home, much ashamed of 
ourselves, by tlic common dusty road. Monday, 
we got up early, and set off at seven, to pay a 
visit to the old Delhi Begum. Tlie^ particulars 
I narrated Avith Avondeidul accuracy, bordering 
on tediousness, to M., and I am confident you 
would not wish me to repeat them. 

G. positively declared against any more dust 
or any more drives, so we stuck to the tents in 
the afternoon. He cannot endure his tent, or 
the camp life altogether, and it certainly is very 
much opposed to all his liabits of business and 
regularity. 

On Mc'nday evening Ave AATtnt to the ball again, 
given to us by the station. They have a tlieqttj’c 
here, and laid boarded over the pit, and ^by 
leaving some forest scenery standing on- the 
stage, Avith our band playirjg from under the 
pasteboard trees, they made out a very pretty 
ball-room, much the best we have seen in ‘ the 
Mofussil,^ and there were plenty of ladies, old 
and young, who seemed to be very glad of a 
iance". W e got home at one. 
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There ! W. has heard that Mr. G. has proposed. 

am so glad; for Miss H. has left hi England 
everybody that cared for her. I know that she 
has long liked Mr. G. I feel, too, that it is a 
triumph for our camp that at our very first 
station we should have married off our only 
young lady. 

Yesterday we had a grand expedition, which 
I am going to give you and the children, once 
for alf, at great length, and thyn you will for the 
future take it for granted that all native fetes are 
much alike. 

The Rajah of Benares asked us to come to his 
country-house, called Rauinuggur (how it is spelt, 
•I cannot say ; ])robably with none of tlipse letters). 
It is on the other side of the Ganges.* We drove 
down to the river-side through a dense cloud of 
•djust. I asked one of our .servants to ' dust me 

gefitly with my pocket-1 landkerchitff, and without 

• • 

any* exaggeration a thick cloud dame out o*f my 
cape. 

Mrs. C.^s black bonnet was of a light brown 
colour. 

We found the rajah’s boatS waiting for us. *A 
silver armchair and footstool for his lordship 
• in, the prow, which was decorated with sMvered 
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peacocks, and a sort of red embroidered tent for 
‘ his women ’ where we placed ourselves, though 
there was another boat with two inferior silver 
chairs for F. and me. All these things are 
grandly imagined, but with the silver chairs 
there are boatmen in dirty liveries or no liveries 
at all ! — and it is all discrepant^ or generally so. 

This rajah is immensely rich ; he had a great 
many handsome things. I enclose a sketch to illus- 
trate for the childrim ‘their dear devoted creature,’ 
G., first in the silver tonjaun which took him 
down to the boat, then in the other state silver 
tonjaun that took him up from the ghaut, and 
then a back view of him on his elephant. I often 
wonder whether it really can be G., the original 
simple, 6;;uiet one. lie does it very well, but 
detests great part of the ceremonies, particularly 
embracing the rajahs .! ^ , 

The rajah .met us at the ghaut, and we were 
* . * * 
all carried off fp the elephants, and got on them 

to go and see his garden, ‘though it was nearly 

dusk. But the first sight was very striking. 

Eighteen elephants and crowds of attendants, 
# ■ * 
and then crowds as far as we could see of natives 

going on ‘ Wah I Wall I Hi Lord Sahib.’ We rode 

abouf, till it wui^ quite dark, and then the rajah. 
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proposed we should return; and when we came 

to the turn of the road, the whole of the village 
• . . . • • 
and his castle, which is an enormous building, 

was illuminated. Wherever there was a straight 

line, or a window, or an arch, there was a row of 

little bright lamps ; every cross of the lattices in 

every windgw had its little lamp. It was the 

largest illumination I ever saw. We went on 

the eleiDhants tlirough the great gateway, in a 

Timour the Tartar fashion, into the court. Such 

• * 

torches and spearmen and drums and crowds, 
like a melodrama magnilied by a solar micro- 
scope; it was the sort of scene where Ellen Tree 
would have snatched up a doll from under 
Farley’s sword, and said, ‘ My boy, lyy boy, my 
rescued Agib ! ’ or words to that effect, ^hile the 
curtain fell slowly. We got off at the door of 
^n immense hall, a sort of epurt, and the rajah’s 
servants spread a path of scarlet an^ gold kincob 
front the 3oor to the seat at the Ihrthest end, for 
us to Avalk on. Considering \hat it is a pound 
a yard, and that I have been bargaining for a 
week for enough for a wadded douillette and 
was beat out of it, it was a pfty to trample on it, 
and it led to a catastrophe, as you will see if 
.you read on. ^The rajah put* us three •on a 
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velvet sofa, with a gold gauze carpet before it. 
He sat on one side of us and his father on the^ 
other, and Mr, B. and Mr. C. on each side to in- 
terpret, and then the aides-de-camp and the other 
ladies; and then the nautch -girls began dancing. 
He had pro\nded an immense troop of them, and 
they were covered with jewels and dressed in gold 
brocades, some purple and some red, with long 
floating scarfs of gold gauze. Most of them 
ugly, but one was I think the prettiest creature 
I ever saw and the most graceful. If I have 
time I will send a little coloured sketch of her, 
just to show the effect of her dress. She and 
another girl danced slowly round with their full 
draperies floating round them, without stopping, 
for a quarter of an hour, during all which time 
they were making flowers out of some coloured 
scarfs they wore, and when they had linishecj^at 
bunch they game and presented it to us AvSth 
such graceful Eastern genuflexions. The whole 
thing was like a dream, it was so curious and 
unnatural. Then the Ranee sent for us, and F. and 
I set off in tonjauns for the women’s apartments, 
with the ladies who' were with us. They carried 
us through a great many courts, and then the 
rajahv gave me. his cold, flabby little hand, ^d. 
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handed us up some narrow, dirty stairs, an^ came 
^in with us behind the purdah and introduced ua 
to the Ranee his mother, who was very splendidly 
dressed, and to some of his sisters, who were 
ugly. Then *they asked us to go and see an old 
grandmother, and the Ranee laid hold of my 
hand, and ane of the sisters took F., and they led 
us along an immense court on the roof, to the 
old lad}^, who is blind and very ill; but they had 
dresscxl her up for us, and wc; had to kiss her, 
whicli was not very nice. There was another 
immense iiautch provided, which we had not time 
to look at. We ga'v e our rings, and they brought 
the trays of presents which are usually given, a 
diamond ring and drops for earrings^ two neck- 
laces (very trashy), some beautiful •shawls and 
kincobs, and some muslin; then they put im- 
jnense skipping-ropes of silver braid, bigger than 
a common boa, round our necks, and small ones 
on ilie other ladies, and then poured attar of 
roses on our hands, ' and we left the old lady. 
iVhen we came back to the Ranee’s room, she 
showed us her little chapel^ close to her sofa, 
wheie there were quantities of horrid-looking 
idols — Vishnu, and so on. Several native girls 

•we\’e introduced to us, but oifly one wh<5 was 
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pretty^, and who has just been betrothed to the 
father of 'the rajah. The young Ranees, or 
whatever they are called, are very shy, and stand 
with their eyes closed, but the older ones had 
great fun when we were going away in j)ouring 
the attar over our goAvns, and utterly spoiled 
mine, which was silk : next time I «hall go in 
muslin. When we came down, the trays for G. 
were brought in ; they covered what would be 
called a very large room, and some of the gold 
stuffs have turned out to be very beautiful. It 
^is a stupid etiquette, that we are not to appear to 
see these presents. It is a tribute^ and the superior 
is to be too griind to see what the inferior offers. 
When that, was done, we went to the illumina- 
tion, which was done on a very large scale, but not 
so neatly as at home ; then to the boat, where the 
rajah accompanied us, and there was a sccqqd 
illumination on the river, much more beautiful 
than the first— and the blue lights, and- the 
crowds, and the great pile ’of buildings made a 
grand show. We got back at eleven, very .tired 
and starving hungry, but it was a curious sight 
and much to be remembered. There ! now you 
have borne all that so well, you shall not have any 
more' of it, though probably we shall have n\ore 
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than enough. The kincob catastrophe was, that 
§onie of our servants were so over-J[;empted by it, • 
that without the slightest respect for time or place, 
the instant we had walked over it they snatched 
it up and carried it off. It would have been 
sent to them to-morrow from the rajah, but it 
was a shameful thing to do; and as the Govern- 
ment House servants fancy they may oppress any 
and everybody during their journeys, Captain J. 
assembled all who went with ,us, and the chief 
culprits were picked out and discharged. There 
are five victims, but ^luckily only one who is a 
very old servant, it is a great bore, as we have 
brought them a great way from their homes, and 
it is difficult to replace them here. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Mohuii ke Serai. 

We made our first inarcli. The luig^lc sounds at 
half-past five to wake us, thougli the camels 
perform that ceremony rather earlier, and we set 
off at six as the clock strikes, for as nobody is 
allowed to precede the Governor-General, it would 
be hard upon the camp^ if we were inexact. 
The comfort of that rule is inexpressible, as we 
escape all dust that way. G. and F., with Cap- 
tain N. and Captain M., went in the carriage 
towards diumar, and I went with Captain J., 
Captain D., and W. the regular route, each on 
our elephant half way, and the other half ^ on 
horseback. 

It is very pleasant and cool at that time, really 
nice weather, and we had a short inarch — only 
seven miles and a half. It seems soipehow 
wicked to move 12,000 people with their tents, 
elephants, camels, horses, trunks, &c., for so little, 
but there is no help for it. ^ There were a great 
manj;^ robberies in the camp lastmight. Mrs. A. 
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saw a man on his hands and knees creeping 

through her tent, but she called out, and he ran 
* . . • • * 

away without taking anything. Mr. 1>. says, Avhen 

he and his wife were encamped last* year on this 
spot, which is famous for thieves, they lost eveiy- 
thing, even the shawl that was on the bed, and 
the clothes J\lrs. U. liad left ont for the morning 
wear, and he liad to sew her up in a blanket, 
and drive her to Benares for fresh things. W. 
and I went out on the elephant in search of a 
sketch in the afternoon, and G. and F. came 
back to dinner very much pleased with their 
exj^edition. Those unfortunate men who were 
parted witli yesterday have ]>lagued my heart 
(mt all day. Of course. Captain soft heart 
was melted early in the morning, and ^e came 
to beg to have them back again, but he owns it 
Aj^as a shocking atrocity acc^ording to the cus- 
toiiks of the country, and if we were too easy 
about it, o^ course it would be said that G.* de- 
spised and aflronted the native princes, and even 
that our servants would think so ; but still it was 
difficult to be firm. There is something so very 
imploring in these people. •Three times they 
contrived to get into my tent with their illa- 
tions, and some of the old servants to help fhcra, 
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and they cry, and lay hold of one’s feet, and 
somehow it seems so odd not to forgive anybody 
who wishes it even less humbly than they do. 

My jemadar was interpreting for them, with 
tears rolling down all the time, and it shocked 
me when he said : ^ They say that they have fol- 
lowed lordship and ladysliip great way from their 
own homes ; they made one fault, one very bad one, 
but God Almighty even forgive everybody once, 
else what become, of us all ? ’ I could not help 
thinking of the ‘ seventy times seven,’ and if we 
were forgiven only once, what, as he says, would 
become of us? However, I pacified them to a 
certain degree, by giving them money enough to 
take them back to Calcutta, and explained tha?t 
if it had been any offence against our customs 
we should have overlooked it directly, but as it 
was a great disrespect to one of their own 
princes we -could not, out of regard to their own 
country, forgive it, and any compliment to 
India goes a great way. My men told me after- 
wards, that it was very true one native would 
tell the other that the rajah had been ill-treated, 
and that they would say this Governor lets even 
his servants hurt the people, W. said the Sepoys 
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were all talking it over, and were glad the^ men 
were punished. 

Tamarhahad, Friday, Nov, 24. 

•• 

We marched ten miles to-day. These moves 
are the most amusing part of the journey; be- 
sides the odd native groups, our friends catch 
us up in their clcshahille — Mrs. A. cariying the 
baby in an open carriage; Mrs. C. with hers fast 
asleep in a toiijaiin; Miss II. on the top of an ele- 
phant, pacifying the big boy o/*the A.^s; Captain 
D. riding on in a suit of dust-coloured canvas, 
with a coal-heaver’s hat, going as hard as he can, to 
see that the tent is ready for his wife ; Mrs. B. 
carrying Mr. B.’s pet cat in her palanquin car- 
riage, with her ayah opposite guarding the parro- 
quet from the cat. Then Giles comes bbuitding by, 
in fact,, run away with, but apologises for passing 
ua.when we arrive, by saying he was going on to 
take care ^that tea was ready for us. Then we 
overtake Captain D.'s dogs, all walking with red 
great coats on — our dogs all wear coats in the 
morning; then Chance’s servant stalking along, 
with a great stick in one hand, a shawl draped 
over his livery, and Chance’s nose peeping from 
under the shawl. F.’spets travel in her cart. We 
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each have a cart, but I can never find anything 
^to put in* mine. There are fakeers who always 
belong to a camp, and beat their drums just by 
the first tent* and the instant this drum is heard, 
everybody thinks of their breakfak and huraes 
on ; and the Sepoys and servants are so glad to 
get to the end of the march, that thoy throw the 
fakeer a cowrie, or some infinitely small coin, by 
which he lives. 

Mr. A. came o,ver yesterday evening. They 
brought Mr. G. as far as Chroppra, his station, 
and he is to follow us to Allahabad, when the 
wedding will take place. 

(loofrein, Sunday, Nov. 2(5. 

We came another ten miles ycsteixiay, and al- 
ways hait bn Sunday. All tlieiie places are so 
exactly like each other — a mere sandy plain 
with a tank and a little mosque near at hand^— * 
that I never can make out, why they, have any 
names; there is, nothing to give a name to. 'The 
Rajah of Benares marches with us till we come 
to his frontier, and he always encamps within 
half a mile of us. He expressed a wish yesterday 
to see our horses, so Captain M., who takes charge 
of the stables, went himself this morning with 
all the whole concern. There are sixty horses,* 
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altogether in our stables, as the aides-de-camp 
keep theirs with ours, and the syces are all, 
Pressed alike; so it made a very good show, 
and there were 140 elephants. Captain M. and 
the rajah sat bn two ivory chairs, in front of 
the rajah^s tent, and the horses and carriages 
and elephanlis were all led round, and he asked 
the name of every animal, and which each of us 
rode, and any that he admired he had brought 
round h second time. It is one of the few civil- 
ities that amuse a native, so we were glad it 
answered so well. Soon after the horses re- 
turned, the nazir and three or four of the 
native servants came into my tent in great per- 
tprbatioTi; the rajah had sent the nazir a pair 
of shawls, one shawl to the elephant jemadar, 
and another to G.’s mahout, and 300 rupees in 
little bags for the syces and elephant coolies. 
An(J after the fuss that was mad^ a few days 
ago, about* the servants taking • no presents, 
the nazir clearly thought he* was in danger of 
losing his place for having one offered to him. 

‘ My shawls arc a present, therefore, I fear,^ he 
said in his most timid tone. *1 sent for Mr. B., 
who said there was no doubt that, as it was a 
private civility frpm the Governor General td the 
*VOL. I. E 
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rajah, ^sending his oto horses, kc. &c., that the 
.servants might keep their presents. I never saw 

I • 

people so happy as they were. Mr. Y. read and 
preached so well to-day : it was the first Sunday in 
tents, and the largest one was very well arranged, 
like a chapel. We had a larger congregation than 
I expected, nearly sixty ; amongst them some old 
European soldiers, who looked very respectable. 
It was odd and rather awful to think that sixty 
Christians should be worshipping God in this 
desert, wdiich is not their home, and that 12,000 
false worshippers should be standing round under 
the orders of these few Christians on every 
point, except the only one tliat is of any impor- 
tance ; the idolaters, too, being in their own land, 
and with ^nilllons within reach, wdio all despise 
and detest our faith. 

Tuesday, Nov. 28. 

Yesterday we made an expedition to Mirza- 
pore, the grea't carpet manufactory. ^We l^ft the 
camp at a quarter before six, by torchlight, and 
went nine miles across the country to Mirzapore, 
leaving the camp to pursue its own straight road. 
We found the ushal assortment of magistrates, 
judges, collectors, &c. &c., with boats, carriages, 
and tonjauns : crossed the river: landed G., who 
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went off to see the jail and manufactories, We 
stuck to the boat to draw a most beautiful ghaut^ * 
a mass of temples, and carving. When that was 
done, we went to see the house of a rich native, 
every inch of* which is painted in arabesques, 
all done by native artists, and very curious. 
Then we saw tlie town, and tlien went to the 
house of Mr. Iv., tlie magistrate, wliere there was 
all the society of the place — thirty gentlemen 
and one lady — and we got some breakfast at ten, 
when we were on the point of perishing. The 
excellent Mr. K., like an upright judge as he 
is, had made out ti dressing-room with two sofas 
and books, and cveiy comfort for F. and me. 
Major L. was at luncheon : he is the man who has 
taken most of the Thugs, and he toM me such 
horrid stories of them. The temple at which 
ijiey dedicate themselves to. the goddess of de- 
struction is in this town. The Thug«s offer human 
sacriiices there whenever they cai^ procure them. 
We left Mirzapore at four, and overtook our 
camp at six. It looked pretty by torchlight. 
We moved on another ten miles this morning, 
but, where we are, I camiot precisely tell you. I 
think it sounds like Gugga Gauge ; at all events, 
tha^ is as good as the real word.* 
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CHAPTER VL 

Camp near Allahabad, I^ov. 30, 1837. 

I SENT off one journal to you two days ago from 
a place that, it since appears, was called Bheekee. 
Yesterday we started at half-past five,* as it 
was a twelve miles’ march, and the troops com- 
plain if they do not get in before the sun grows 
hot, so we had half an hour’s drive in the 
dark, and F; rode the last half of the way. I 
came on in the carriage, as I did not feel well, 
and oneas sick and chilly naturally before break- 
fast. Not but that I like these morning marches ; 
the weather is so English, and feels so whole- 
some when one is well. The worst part of a 
march is the necessity of everybocly, siqk or 
well, dead or dying, pushing on with the others. 
Luckily there is every possible arrangement 
made for it. There are beds on poles for 
sick servants and' palanquins for us, which 
are nothing but beds in boxes. I have lent 
mine to Mrs. C." G. and I tverit on an efephant . 
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through rather a pretty little village in the 
•evening, and he was less bored than* usual, but 
I never saw him hate anything much as he 
does this camp life. I have long named my tent 
‘ Misery Hall.^ F. said it was very odd, as every- 
body observed her tent was like a fairy palace. 

‘Mine is not exactly that,’ G. said; ‘indeed 
I call it Foully Palace, it is so very squalid- 
looking.’ He was sitting in my tent in the 
evening, and when the purdahs are all down, 
all the outlets to the tents arc so alike that he 
could not find which crevice led to his abode; 
and he said at last, ‘Well! it is a hard case; 
they talk of tlie luxury in which the Governor 
Genenil travels, but I cannot even find a covered 
passage from Misery Hall to Foully Palace.’ 

This* morning we are on the opposite bank 
of "die river to Allaliabad, almost a mile from it. 
It will tak«> three days to pass the whole camp. 
Most of the horses and the body-guard are gone 
to-day, and have got safely over. The elephants 
swim 'for themselves, but all the camels, which 
amount now to about 850, hrve to he passed in 
boats : there are hundreds of horses and bullocks, 
and 12^00 people. , 

• I*am sure it would have done Mrs.. Trimmer’s 
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heart ^good to see them all on the beach this 
evening. *I thought of her print of the Israel-^ 
ites crossing.' the Ked Sea — a skimpy represen- 
tation, but it was the first idea v^e had of that 
event. The picture at Stafibrd House enlarged 
rny notions, and now I think I have come to the 
real thing, and indeed am a Red k^ea Israelite 
myself. 

Allahabad, J)ec. 2. 

We crossed the viver at seven yesterday morn- 
ing. The Ganges and Jumna join each other 
here, and this junction makes the water so 
uncommonly precious and sacred, that Hindus 
come here from all parts of the country on pil- 
grimage. ^The rich Hindus at a great distance 
buy the water, and we met strings of pilgrims 
yesterday carrying jars of it, with wliAih they 
Avill travel farther south than Calcutta. 

We were met at the ghaut by a large collec- 
tion of residents. I hate a great station*, and 
Allahabad has a very modern, uninteresting, 
sandy look about it. 

Foully Ralace Jooked particularly unhappy 
this morning. G.’s furniture, somehow, was 
deluged, and ^ his whole stock of comfort 
amounted to one cane chair and a table, and lie 
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called US all in to see his eastern luxury, I 
handsomely offered to lend him th(? arm-chair’ 
Mr. D. gave me, and which is so continually my 
companion, ‘ j^y goods, my chattels, my house- 
hold stuff,’ that I had no doubt it was in ‘ Misery 

ITalL’ I told iny little Ameer to give it to 

« 

the Lord Sahib, but he told me afterwards, 

‘ Ladyship’s chair in river too, but me find 
arm-ctair in other tent, and me put Lord Sahib 
in it.’ I think I see him fixing G. in his chair. 
Mine is quite safe., I am happy to say. 

In the afternoon G. and I, and a Mr. B., 
rather a clever man, went to see some tombs 
about , three miles off. You know the sort of 

people who have tombs worth seeing — ‘ Shah 

* • 

Houssein,’ or ‘ Nour Jehan,’ or words to that 
effect. * 

“However, the tombs were there, and F. and 
® • . * 

I stayed •there sisjetching till wit was quite 

dusk, and kept the carriage, a'hd G. and Mr. 
B. and Captain M. rode home such a round- 
about way that dinner was cold before they got 
back. 

Monday, Dec. 4. 

We had church in camp again yesterday.* We 
received visitors on Saturday evening instead of 
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the morning, by way of an experiment, and it 
answered much better. It all comes more in 
the natural way of work than in the heat of the 
day, and we had the band, and tpa, and negus, 
and sandwiches. It was a regular party, much 
larger than I expected; the great durbar tent 
was quite full, and they are a more fashioned- 
looking set here. By coming in the evening 
G. sees them, which they prefer, and rwhich, 
strange to say, He likes too. We have thirty- 
five of them at diimer to-day, and thirty-seven 
to-morrow. On Thursday they give us a ball, 
and on Saturday we depart. 

Lucknow and Agra were to have been the 
two incidents of the journey that were to 
make up for the bore of all the rest. Lucknow 
has been cut off, because the King •cannot 
meet the Governor ’General, and B. cannot •l*e- 
concile himself to such a •breach of etiquette, 
the poor old Imam being bed-ridden. .Agra, 
they say, is in a state of famine and scarcity. 
If so, of course it would be very wroilg to 
take our great camp there. So we shall not see 
the Taj — the only thing that, aU Indians say, is 
worth looking at. 

Here ther^ is a sort of Dowager Queen orthe’ 
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Gwalior country ; her style and title being ‘ the 
JBaiza Baee.’ She is . very clever, has been hand- 
some, and, some say, is beautiful still. She can- 
not endure being only a Dowager Baiza Baee, and 
being immensely rich, she has been suspected of 
carrying on intrigues amongst her former sub- 
jects. She lias always been visited by all great 
potentates, but B. chose to say that neither 
G. nor^we should go to see her. She took this 
dreadfully to heart, and has Jbeen sending am- 
bassadors and letters and presents without end, 
and asserted that she would be disgraced for ever 
if she were so slighted. Then B. went to see 
her himself, and was either talked over, or was 
ashamed of always putting spokes in eveiybody’s 
wheel; he is a spoke himself and nolhitig else. 
Now he wants G. to go: however, he cannot 
get. out of his lordship’s hefid what h(5 has put 
intd it, and^G. will npt go, but is ^oing to send 
us — j^ist the very thing A^?(>Z:{?.waRted to prevent. 

I am so glad, though it is a great deal of trouble 
to us;« but I am glad out of spite. 

Tuesday, Dec. 5. 

Our great dinner yesterday went off very 

well. For the first time since we left Calcyatta, 

• • * 

indeed almost since we left England, I made 
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yesteWay a nice little solitary expedition. G. 
was gone .to the native schools and jails, and F 
and W. were^out riding. I always have more or 
less of a headache the day that English letters 
arrive ; they put me in a fuss, even if they are all 
right; so I thought it would be very nice to 
escape all companions except Chance, and I told 
my jemadar to have the tonjaun at the wrong 
side of the tent, stepped into it, and made them 
carry me three miles off in search of a very eli- 
gible flame-coloured idol, which I had marked 
down as a good sketch the day we landed. The 
bearers carry one very fast for that sort of dis- 
tance, and Chance runs along by the chair in a 
very satisfactory manner. I am afraid the jema- 
dar thotight it an improjier and undignified pro- 
ceeding, for he fetched out every servanJt I have 
of the walking character, seventeen scarlet men 
in gll*; and the poor liirkariis, who haye sat cioss- 
legged for the last, two years, ran on first ai^ hard 
as they could, screaming to everybody to get 
out of the way. Chance thought it excellent fun 
and barked all the tim^ We passed by the camp 
of the Nawfi-b of Banda, who is come to visit 
G., ^nd has a camp as large as ours, with such 
Strange-looking painted horses pawing about it. 
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I found my idol, made a lovely coloured sketch 
with quantities of Venetian red, and got back 
just as it grew dark. 

The country^ about here is hideous, and I can- 
not imagine why tlie residents like it. It is very 
like Calcutta, without the bright green grass, or 
the advantages of a town, shij)s, shops, &c. 

* I Avent in the morning, Avith Captain M., 
to see a native female scliool, Avhich some of the 
ladies Avanted me to see; I JftiA’e not the least 
esteem for them (the schools, not the ladies). 
The natives take the little girls aAA^ay from them 
as soon as they are betrothed — at seA^en or eight 
years old— and, even till that age, the children 
Avill not come unless they are paid for it. 
After that time nothing more is seen of known 
of them^ and there has never been an instance of 
conversion; so there is something in their reading 
the*Bible jyst as they Avould any story book ^hat 
is rather Avrong than right, I J:hmk. These chil- 
dren seemed to read it more fluently than any 
I have heard, and the schoolmistress spoke Hin- 
dustani exactly like a native, and probably asked 
very good questions. 

The children looked very poor; and luckily 
half the ceiling of the school fell doAvn Avhile I 
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was there, owing to the successful labours of the 
white ants, which gave the ladies an opportunity 
of observing that their funds were in a very 
bad state. All these sights are very expensive, 
and I never know exactly what is expected from 
us. I gave 1 hi. for all three of us, but it is a 
very odd system of the good people here, that 
they never acknowledge any donation. It is sup- 
posed to be a gift from Providence ; so, Y^hether 
it is satisfactory^ to them, or not, remains a 
mystery 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

Thursday, Dec. 7, 1887. 

We had our wedding yesterday morning ; the 
tent made up into a very good chapel. Miss 
H. was* very nicely dressed, jpd looked very 
well. Mr. G. was uncommonly happy. 

Mr. Y. always puts me in mind of R. He 
could not build up an altar to his mind, and 
was prancing up and down the tent, just in one 
o:& R?s ways. 

He treated with immense scorn an idea of 
mine, to^try the state housings of the elephant, 
wjiich are scarlet, embroidered all over in gold; 
but 1 sent for them, and you can’t imagine what 
a fine altar we made, with four arm-chairs for 
railings, and some carpets and velvet cushions 
in front. It was quite picturesque, only we 
were obliged to forewarn Mr. G. that neither he 
nor H. were to faint away towards the altar, 
because it would then all come down with a 
c];ash. She cried less than I ‘expected; but 
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indeed her spirits were very much kept up by a 
beautiful shawl G. gave her. 

We had a quiet dinner yesterday. Most of 
the camp dme at a .great wedding dinner given 
by a relation of the A.’s. 

The young prince, Henry of Orange, is at 
Calcutta, and avc heard this morning tliat lie has 
settled to come up dak (or travelling day and 
night in a palanquin) and join us. He will 
overtake us abo;ut Tuesday or Wednesday, be- 
tween this and Cawnpore. 

G. cannot stop here for him, but we leave 
Captain M. behind to bring him on, and he brings 
up an extra aide-de-camp from Calcutta. 

We are going to put Giles at the head of Lis 
establisfchment, and are oiganising tiger hunts, 
&c., on the road for him. I am veiy glad he is 
coming. His father wrote such a pretty letter ^to 
G. about him, and it will be easy to amuse sk boy 

, i. 

Ill a camp. 

St. Cloup* is in ecstasies at the Prince’s arrival. 
He was cook to the Prince of Orange at the 
Hague, and knew this boy as a child — ‘ un jeune- 
homme charmant*! — toujours Ic chapeau k la 
main — si poli, si gentil ! Allons, madame, je vais 

llic Governor-General^s cook. 
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parler au khansamali ; nous aliens faire bonne 
chfere. II ne se plaindra pas de son diner, Dieu 
merci ! ^ 

B. is defeated with great loss, and we are 
going to see tin? Baiza Baee to-morrow. A Mrs. 
, her great friend, has been here this morn- 
ing, in the first place to bring Chance a pair of 
gold bangles and a pair of silver bangles that 
were made for him by a young officer, who saw 
him at* Barrack] )orc, and who ^1 eft them to be 
offered to Chance on liis progress. You never 
saw such a good figure as he is, and he walks 
just as the native ’s'omen do, when their ankles 
arc covered with bangles. 

• Tfieii Mrs. came to say that the Baiza 

Baee had asked her to come and interprej for us, 
which will be a great comfort. She says the 
l^iza Baee had said to her, ‘JL want to give the 
Misfi Edens a native ball and suppegr. I think I 
had better* buy a liouse large ^enough. ^ She 
stopped that ; and now, to save us five miles of 
dusty road, the Baee is to come down to her 
■private tentsj which are pitched only a mile off. * 

Saturday, Dec. 9. 

We had our ball on Thursday — a particularly 
sleepy one — ^perhaps my fault, rfor I coul^ not 
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keep ( my eyes open; but the dancing seemed 
sleepy, considering the degree of practice the 
dancers must have had. 

There was an old Mrs. , with hair per- 

fectly white, and a nice mob c^p over it, who 
bounded through every quadrille with some 
spirit, but most of the young people Were very 
languid. AVe had a great deal of health-drinking 
and speechifying ; but as they understood we liked 
early hours, they ordered supper at eleven, and 
after supper, fortunately, my nose began to 
bleed, which was an excellent excuse for com- 
,ing away. 

Everybody else is much the better for march- 
ing. F. is in a state of health and activity per- 
fectly unequalled, and with a really good colour. 
G. detests his tent and his march, and the 
whole business so actively, that he will not ^oer- 
ceive how well he is. I never shall think a.tent 
comfortable, but I do not hate it so much as 
G. does, from the dawdlingness of the life; and 
1 would go through much more discomfort for 
the sake of the coolness of the mornings. 

We paid our visit to the Baiza Baee yesterday. 
The young princess came to fetch us, but as we 
could not insure our tents b^ing so completely 
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private as they ought to be, B. asked ther, 
through the curtains of her palanquin, not to 
get out, and said that we would follow her imme- 
diately. So we set off in one carriage, and 
W. and three other aides-de-camp in the other, 
and quantities of servants and guards, and her 
palanquin wg-s carried by the side of our car- 
riage, with six of her ayahs running by it, and a 
Mahratta horsewoman^ all over jewels, riding be- 
hind, anti hundreds of wild-looki^ng horsemen in 
such picturesque dresses, galloping backwards 
and forwards, and the princess’s uncle, on an 
elephant, whom th^ y had painted bright green 
and blue, and who went at a full trot, much, I 
sh«>uld think, to the detriment of ‘ my uncle’s ’ 
bones. It was an odd wild-looking procgjssion, 
quite unlike anything we have seen yet. The. 

visit to tlie Baee was very likci any other native 

. * •• 

visit. 

She is a clevcr-lookln^r little old woman, with 
remains of beauty. She covered us with jewels, 
chiefly pearls and emeralds, and there were 
fifteen trays a-picee, for F. and me, filled with 
beautiful shawls, gauzes, etc.— you never saw 
such treasures. However, the astucious old lady 
was fully aware tluit they all went to the Com- 

VOL. I. F 
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pany, and after we came away was persuaded by 
Mr. B. to retain them; but she told us con- 
fidentially and iniquitously that the jewels had 
been specially prepared for us, and inferior 
articles of the same kind would fee sent with the 
list that is always given to Mr. B., so that he 
could make no claim on these. W^e laughed, 
and assured her that was not the usual English 
custom, and she took them all back again very 
willingly, except two little rings, which *we kept 
in exchange for ours. Mine was made of pearls 
in the shape of a mitre, and it looked so hand- 
some on Chance’s tail that W. wanted to apply 
to B. to know if he would not waive the rights 
of the Company just in favour of that ring and 
that tail ! , 

Mooftee-ka-Poorwal), Sunday, Dec. 10. 

Yesterday they made a mistake in tlie time, 
and called us at half-past four, which gave us an 
h6tir’s drive ’in the dark, over a very bad road, 
and an hour to wait for breakfast. I never did 
see so hideous a country, and this is a very 
ugly station. ‘Foully Palace’ looks particularly 
striking, as the dUst has actually dyed the tents 
brown, and G.’s disgust is turning him yellow. 

lie is longing to go back to Calcutta. The 
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weather has grown so much cooler and plea- 
santer, I cannot agree with him. 

Xoosseab, Monday, Dec. 11. 

We had a sixteen miles’ march, quite as much 
as the servants and troops could manage, and 
we were above three hours coming in the car- 
riage. 

G. and F. rode tlic last five miles. We are 
cncamTicd under trees, and jt looks prettier. 
The King of Oude has sent his cook to accom- 
pany us for the next month, and yesterday, 
when our diimei was set out, his khansamah 
fuid kitmutgars arrived 'with a second dinner, 
'which they put down by the side of the other, and 
the same at breakfast this morning.* Some of 
the dishes arc very good, though too strongly 
spiced and perfumed for English tastes. They 
mal^e up some dishes Avith assaf(x>tida ! but we 
stick to the rice and pilaus an,d curries. St. 
Cloup is so cross about tliem. 

The king has also sent greyhounds and hunts- 
men, and a great many beautiful hawks, and we 
are going out hunting this afternoon if the 
elephants are rest^jd after their long n^iirch. 
To-morrow, F. and I mean to • strike off from 
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the cd.mp to a place called Kurrah, where there 
are some beautiful tombs, and we shall have a 
tent there, with breakfast and luncheon. It is 
three miles from the camp, and all our cool 
light time would be lost if we v^ent there and 
back from the camp. 

Kistogliur, Wednesday, Dec. 13. 

Our hunting expedition was on a grand scale, 
huntsmen and spearmen and falconers in pro- 
fusion, and twelve elephants, and five m.des of 
open country, and the result was, that we killed 
one innocent and unsuspecting black crow, and 
two tame paddy birds, which one of the falconers 
quietly turned out. But it was a grand sight, 
and I have made a rare sketch of some of the 
people. « 

F. and I went oiF to Kurrah yesterday morn- 
ing, and found three tents pitched opposite to a 
beautiful tomb. G. and Captain N. left us after 
they had seen two or three ruins, and we stayed 
out sketching with P. and M. till breakfast- 
time. The sketching mania is spreading luckily, 
for as these young gentlemen must go with us, 
it will be a great blessing both for themselves 
and u,s if they can draw too# P. has set up a 
book, and seeifis to draw well. These little quiet 
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encampments are veiy pleasant, after the gi*eat 
•dusty camp. 

W. had meant to shoot at Kurrali^; he always 
goes on the df^y before, as he hates getting up 
early and likes living alone; but there was some 
mistake about his tent last night, and when he 
arrived with a tired horse over a cross-road, 
there was notliing but his bed, and no tent, and 
all tlig servants sle(‘ping round a large fire. 
The servants said, ^ O. Sahib went away very 
imj)assionatc/ 

We went on our elepliants at four, to see the 
fort, an old ruin, on a real, stiicp rock, with a 
^reat bird’s-eye view of the Oude country. 

Certainly a hill is a valuable article. We then 

• • 

joined the camp, through four miles of old tem- 
ples affd toml.)s, and the ground about as un- 
evt*Ti as that at Eastcombe. Altogetlier Kurrah 
answered td us. 

We had rather a large dinntir afterwards. 


Futtehpore, Dec. 16. 

Yesterday we were at a ve^dull place, Thur- 
riah by name, and were not even tempted to ride 

out of the camp. The band plays in the afteiVioon, 

• • . . * *. 

between five and six, which I established, because 
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at dinner it is impossible to listen comfortably, 
and it rcalfy plays so beautifully, it is a pity not* 
to hear it. 

All tlie party walk up and dowy. what we call 
High Street in front of our tents. The Y.s 
with their two children, he taking a race with his 
boy, and then helping to pack a camel. The 
‘ vicarage ’ is always the tent that is first struck. 
The A.s slink off down A-alley, at the bo^ck of 
their tent, because in her present state of figure 
she is asliamed to be seen; the C.s take an ele- 
phant. Colonel P. walks up and down waiting 
to help Mrs. P. off her horse, and wishing she 
would not ride with her husband. 

Mrs. L. toddles about with her small child, 
and L. always makes some excuse for not Avalking 
with ‘ Carry dear.’ The officers of the escort and 
their ynves all pursue their domestic walks; ‘the 
aides-de-camp* and doctor get their newspapers 
and hookahs in a« cluster on their side of the 
street. W. has his hookah in front of his tent, 
and F. sits Avith him, and they feed his dogs and 
elephants. G. and I and Chance, sit in front of 
my tent. Altogether it is a public sort of meet- 
ing, in Avhich^ everybody understands that they 
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are doing their domestic felicity, and nobody 
4akes the slightest notice of anybody <?lse. 


Futtehpore, Dec. IG. 

The Prince of Orange arrived at two yesterday, 
lie is a fair, quiet-looking boy, and is very shy 
and very silent. He did not seem the least tired 
with ten days and nights of palanquin. We sent 
the carria^:e to meet him some miles off, with 
some lunclieon. G. pressed hifn to try a warm 
bath, and five minutes after, saw his own cherished 
green tub carried over. 

‘ I really can’t stand that,’ he said, ‘ if he keeps 
my tub, there must be •war with Holland im- 
mediately. 1 sliall take Batavia, and tell the 
guns at Fort William to fire on the ’Bdllona at 
once.’ 

• We all went out on elephants in the afternoon ; 
Captain A., (the DuVjh captain an/l tutor), ajid 
Captain C., and all. The pa’ince came on my 
elephant ; and we saw some beautiful mosques and 
ruins; Also, there are twenty native chiefs en- 
camped about, 'who had com§ from a great dis- 
tance to meet G. ; so there were quantities of 
strange sights for our guest. 
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We march again on Monday, and I believe 
that F. and I shall go to Lucknow the week 
after next, from Cawnpore. 

This must go. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Maharajporc, Wednesday, T)ec. 20, 1837. 

I HAVE let three or four days slip by since my 
last immense journal started from Futtehpore, 

I had such a number of lettA's to answer in 
other dii’cctions, and then our young prince 
takes uji much of my time, as everything here 
is new to him, and lie seems sui’prised at the 
horses, camels, and elephants, &c. lie is continu- 
ally asking if the carriage will not be overturned, 
which is not an unnatural question, for Ihd roads 
are so bi*J, the wonder is that it does not over- 
tunii^onstantly, but a sailor would be able to jump 
out, ^d I d^re say at. his age he would rathe^ 
like the carriage to be upset. 

The gentlemen all went off on a shooting ex- 
pedition yesterday to Serajapore. F. and I stuck 
to the camp with great difficulty, for our horses, 
though we change every five miles, knocked up 
entirely. The sands arc half-way up the wheels 
occasionally. 
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G. shot for the first time from an elephant, 
which is Considered very difficult, till people are 
accustomej^ to stand on its back, and he killed 
three hares and three quails. Mr. T. killed the 
only niel ghau that was seen, but altogether 
they were much pleased at having found any- 
thing. 

Cawnporo, Dec. 21. 

The prince was quite bent upon taking a sketch 
yesterday afternoon, as he saw us all skctcliing. 
All our elephants were tired with the long 
marches we have had the last two days. How- 
ever, that attentive creature, ‘ neighbour Oude,’ 
sent us down six new ones this morning, so G. 
and I got on one, and j)nt B. with the prince on 
another, P. on another by his side. We dis- 
. covered a very pretty Hindoo temjde, ai^d all set 
to work sketching. 

The j)rince got off hie elephant because he 
said it shook him so, and he would have made a 
good picture, sitting in my tonjaun, with 
crowds of spearmen and bearers all round him. 
B., who does not draw, in an attitude of resigned 
bore standing by him, and he, looking like a 
young George III. on a seven-shilling piece, 
peering up at the temple, and wondering how he 
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was to begin. However, it amused him, and he 
has passed several hours since, touching\t up. 

This morning we made one of ojar grand 
entries into Camipore, or rather on to it; for 
there is no particular Cawnpore visible. But 
we drove over a miniature jdain to our tents. 

F. , G., and^all the gentlemen, even to Y., on 
his fat pony, rode in, and Prince Henry, his 
captain, JP., and 1 came in the oj^en carriage. 
We were met by tribes of officers, and there 
were two regiments of cavalry and two of in* 
fiintry, and guns and bands, and altogether it 
was just the sight far a foreigner to see, and they 
seemed to like it accordingly. But we began by 
the four young horses in the carriage running 
restive. TJiey eitlier could not, or woulS not 
draw the** carriage over a bad pass, so at last I 
prdj>0f3ed that to save time we should take to our 
elephants, of, which there were luqlcily several 
•following us. 

Cawnpore, Saturday, Dec. 23. 

G. ha*d his Icv^e an hour after we arrived, and 
we had our party the same ev^uiing, for this is 
one of those dreadful large stations where there is 

not a chance of getting through all our duties if 

• • 

we iose an hour^s time. 
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It was lucky we had the large tent pitched, 
for there were between 200 and 300 peoj)le at 
our party. Luckily I had thought a dance 
might be made out, which the Prince of Orange 
likes, and they had battened the floor of the 
tent till it was smooth ; so the dancing went on 
very well. 

It was the more essential, because, with every 
chair and sofa assembled from all the other 
tents, we could not make up a hundred seats, so 
it was necessary to keep part of the company 
constantly dancing. 

There were two, or three old Calcutta faces, 
difficult to name, amongst the company, but it 
was easy to seem glad to sec them and to say, 
‘What, are you here?’ though I scorned myself 
for knowing that I had not an idea who '‘you' was. 
I see it is one of those crowded stations where it 
is better not to fatigue a failing memory by any 
attempt at names. Thirty-five of them dined 
with us yesterday, but I am no wiser and no 
worse. Yesterday morning we went to a fancy 
sale, which had been put off for our advantage. 
We found it extremely difficult to get rid of the 
necessary sum of money, but by dint of buying 
frocks and pelisses and caps for all the little 
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A.s and C.s and Y.s of the camp, it was finally 
accomplished. 

Monday (Cliristmaa-day), Dec. 25. 

I must go back to my journal, dearest, but 
having just come* from church, I must begin by 
wishing you and yours a great many happy 
Christmasscs. ♦ This is our third Christmas-day, 
so, however appearances are against it, time does 
really roll on. I donT know wdiy, but I am 
particularly Indianhj low to-day. . There is such 
a horrid mixture of sights and sounds for Christ- 
mas. The servants have hung garlands at the 
doors of our tents, and (which is very wTong) 
my soul recoiled when they all assembled, and 
in fheir patois wished us, I suppose, a happy 
Christmas. 

Somehow a detestation of the Hindustani 
language soundijig all round us, came over me 
in a very inexplicable manner. 

, Then, though nothing could^ bc» better than 
the way in which Mi*. Y. performed the service, 
still it was in a tent, and unnatural, and we 
were kneeling just where the Prince of Lucknow 
and his son, and their turbaned attendants, were 
sitting on Saturday at the duihar, and tltere 
wa» nojbody except G. with whom i ielt any real 
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communion of heart and feelings. So, you s^e, 
I just ctied for you and some others, and I 
daresay I shall be better after luncheon. 

To refurn to my journal. G. had a hard 
day’s work on Saturday, and sb had everybody. 
We gave a breakfast to the heir-apparent of 
Lucknow and to sixty people ; the r.tmost number 
we can accommodate. 

Four aides-de-camp went, at seven in the 
morning, all tlie way to his camp (five miles) 
to fetch him. W. and Mr. P. met him half- 
way ; B. again a mile off; and then G., the 
Prince of Orange, and all the chief officers of 
station at the end of our street. 

Each individual is on an elephant, and the 
shock, at the meeting was very amusing. A 
great many hoAvdahs were broken, and it is a 
mercy that some, of tlie people were not kiljed, 
for the Nawab scatters money as he goes, along, 
and the natiyes get under the elephants to find it.. 
G. and the NaAvab embrace on meeting, and 
the visitor gets into the hoAvdah of the visited, 
in Avhich friendly fashion they arrived. 

F. and I had taken our places in the durbar 
tent on the left hand of his lordship, and Mrs. 
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A. and Mrs. B. and Mrs. J. and Mrs. Y. behind 
• us. We could not ask any of the lad's es of the 
station for want of room. 

The durbar and the speeches and compliments 
were all the saiAe as usual, except that this is a 
retil king’s son, so that the presents tliat G. gave 
were really kandsome, and also he is the first 
native who has eaten with us. 

St. Cloup gave us a magnificent breakfast. 
G. sugared and creamed the Nawab’s tea, and 
the Nawab gave him some j)ilau. Then he 
put a slice of buttered toast (rather cold and 
greasy) on one plate for me, and another for F., 
and B. said in an imposing tone, ‘ His lloyal 
HTghness sends the Burra Lady this, and the 
Choota Lady that,’ and wc looked immoasfcurable 
gratitude. At the end of breakfast, two hookahs 
W(;re^ brought in, tliat the chiefs might smoke to- 

gethei', and a third for Colonel L.*, the British 

• * * 

resident, that his consequence inigjit be kept up 
in the eyes of the Lucknowites, by showing that 
he is allowed to smoke at the Govern or- General’s 
table. The old khansamah wisely took care to 
put no tobacco in G.’s hookali* thougli it looked 
very grand and imposing with its snako^and 
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rose-water. G. says he was quite distressed; 
he could /ot persuade it to make the right kind 
of bubbling noise. 

After breakfast we went back to the durbar, 
and the presents were given ^and dresses of 
honour to two of his suite, and altogether it was 
a two hours’ business. Iloweveiyit was really 
a fine sight, though tedious. I got Mr. D. to 
change places with me, and made an excellent 
sketch of this immensely fat prince with his pearls 
and emeralds and gold, and G. by his side. 
Prince Henry was charmed with the show, and 
said to Giles, who evidently possesses his con- 
fidence, ‘I hope the King of Lucknow shall 
give me j)resents, because I may keep them; 
may you -keep them, if you get any?’ Giles 
said, ‘No; he was the Governor-Generd’s ser- 
vant, and could not be allowed to keep presento.’ 
‘Oh! say, you are my servant, and thcxi B. 
cannot touch your presents,’ Prince Henry said. 
Giles told me the story with a grin of delight, 
and I could only say with FalstalF, ‘ He is in- 
deed the most comparative, rascalliest, sweet 
young prince. Indeed, able to corrupt a saint.’ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Cawnporc, Dec. 28, 18, ‘i7. 

My journal is in a bad way, actuall}’^ extin- 
guislied by the quantity that I should have to 
put into* it, if tliere were any waiting time left. 

Tuesday morning the Prince of Oude re- 
turned our breakfast by one at liis tents, which 
were ])itched about live miles off. F. and I 
went ill the carriage till the last minute, when 
^Y<k had to get on our elephants, but the other 
poor wretches had to come jolting * along 
the whole way. The Prince of Oude’s tents 
are very 'large, and he had ^asked the whole 
station, and with his quantity of* troops and 
odd-looking 3,ttendants, it was a ^very curious 
sight, and he did it in a very gentlernan-like 
•way. 

The presents were very magnificent. He had 
had two diamond combs mad^ on purpose for 
F. and me, mounted in an Ji^uropean fashion. 
They are worth at least 1500/.. if-picce, and 

VOL. I. G 
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■what distresses B. is, that they are of no use 
to give again, as natives can make no u«e 
whatever of them; there were also two lovely 
pairs of earrings, a single uncut emerald drop, 
with one large diamond at the top, really beauti- 
ful stones, not tliosc that are so common here, 
full of flaws. Tlie trays of sliaVvds were just 
as usual, but the jewels had been made up on 
purpose, and the Prince of Oude asked leave to 
show them to iXs himself, though it is the gene- 
ral and foolish custom to take no notice of what 
is given. 

This is the first time the presents have ex- 
cited my cupidity. Not the combs — I am grown 
too old for a comb ; but those emerald earrings ! 
I shofula like tliem, should not you? They 
will be sold probably at Delhi. 

Tuesday night the station gave us a ba.U and 
supper, and on Wednesday morning at eight W., 
P., F., and 'I set off in two buggies, which 
took us down to a bridge of boats ; beyond that 
we found our elephants, who carried us over 
three miles of sand utterly impassable for a 
carriage, and then we came to the palanquin 
carriage. 

Our own twelve horses took us by stages of 
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five miles to a tent of the King of Ouije’s, which 
he had had pitched for us, and where' his cook 
had made a grand luncheon for us. Then three 
relays of his horses took us on to Lucknow. Ilis 
postillions were dressed much like our own, and 
drove very tolerably, but the road was so awfully 
bad, we were shaken about the carriage most 
uncomfortably and covered with dust. I felt 
so like^ Madame Duval in k^velina, after the 
Captain had shaken her and .rolled her in the 
ditch. The king sent guards for us all the 
way, such l)eautifu] figures ! all scarlet and 
green, with brass basons on their heads, and 
shields arid spears. Just as we came to the 
town, we passed the Prince of Orange. Cap- 
tain A., Captain K., M., and Giles still in their 
palanqumft^ though they had gone off from the 
bail-tlie night before. 

Th*e residtiiice is a- fine house, not much fuj'- 
nished, but there is a beautiful fiew from the 
window, which is uncommon in this country. 

We found Rosina and Myra perfectly miser- 
able. They had arrived with ^all our goods and 
all our men-servants two days before, and some- 
how had been particularly helpless, and had* not 
foluad out where to get their food. JMyra, F.'s 
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ayah, is a Portuguese, and can eat anything, 
and dines after our servants ; but Rosina, being ' 
a Mussulmaunee, can only eat certain things, 
and they must be cooked in a brass pot called 
‘a lotah;’ and Major J. had told her not to 
bring her ‘ lotah,’ for at the residence they 
would find every tiling cooked by Mussulmauns. 
So she and Myra had wisely siit and cried, in- 
stead of going to the liazaar, and buying what 
they wanted. 'However, the instant we came, 
they were satisfied they would not be murdered 
or starved, and they proved themselves excellent 
laidies’ maids. 

We set off early on Wednesdny nlorning in 
two of the King’s carriages, and saw the tombs 
of Saadut Ali and his wife. A very fine build- 
ing, but the wife is not allowed am^' little tops 
to the cupola of her tomb, which is mean. ,Then 
to ‘ Constantia,’ a sort ol‘ castle in a line jungly 
park, built by an old general La Martino, who ^ 
came out to India a private soldier, and died 
worth more than a million. I wish we had 
come out in those days. 

He left his house at Constantia to the pub- 
lic. Any European in want of change of air 
might go ^ with his family arid live thereof;!!* a 



UP. THE COUNTRY. 


85 


month, and beyond the month, unless another 
iimily wanted it. This would be a great con- 
venience to the feAV English in Oude, particu- 
larly to poor officers ; so of course,* for thirty 
years, the Sui^rcine Court has been doubting 
whetlier the will meant what it said it meant, 
and the hou^ has been going to decay; but it 
is now decided tliat people may live there, and 
it is all to be repaired. 

Then we went to Dilkushar, n country palace 
of the king’s, very pretty, and then to a tomb 
of a former king, where there are silver 
tigers as large as life, a silver fisli, a silver 
mosque,- and all sorts of curiosities, and priests 
who read the Koran night and day. Then 
we came home to breakfast and to •re«t, and 
the ge ntlem en went to the i)rison to see some 
Things. 

You have heard about them befefre, a respect- 
able body of many thousand^ individuals, who 
consider it a point of religion to inveigle and 
murder travellers, which they do so neatly that 
■ Thuggee ’ had prospered for 2000 years before 
it was discovered. 

A Captain G. here is one of its great ^erse- 
y^ors officially, bUt by dint of living Avith Thugs 
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he has evidently grown rather fond of them, and 
has acquired a latent taste for strangling. One 
of the Thugs in the prison told the gentle- 
men : ‘ I have killed three hundred people since 
I began ; ’ and another said, ‘I have killed only 
eighty myself, but my father has done much 
more.’ 

Then they acted over amongst themselves a 
scene of Thuggee. Some of them pretended to 
be travellers, and the others joined them and 
flattered them, and asked them to sit down and 
smoke, and then pointed up to the sun, or a 
bird, and when the traveller looked up, the noose 
was round his neck in an instant, and of course, 
as a traveller, he would have been buried 
in five, minutes. 

Then they tlirew the noose over one of Colonel 
L.’s surwars wlio was cantering bj^, just to sliow 
him how they could have strangled him. I think 
it is a great shame allowing them to repeat their 
parts, but they really believe they have only done 
their duty. They say they would not steal from 
a house, or a tent, but they have a profession of 
their o^vn, and all these men regret very much 
that they cannot teach their sons to walk in the 
right way. 



UP THE COUNTRY.* 


67 


In the afternoon we went to see the Emaun- 
^erra and Eooma DurwaneeJ two of' the most 
magnificent native buildings I have seen yet. 
About a week of hard sketching would 1:iave been 
really pleasant j^mongst them, and we had only 
half an hour. However, we saw a great deal for 
the time, and^e are uncommonly lucky in our 
weather. It is just right, a sort of spring after- 
noon ; very pleasant. 

FridaJ^ morning we set off in great state to see 
Mr. 1>. (who has come in (jf.’s place) ; meet 
the Prince of Lucknow. It was much the same 
meeting as that at Cawn 2 )ore; but the prince gave 
us afterwards a breakfast in the 2 :)alace, which 
wt; wanted to see very much, and which was quite 
as Arahian-Nujlitish as I meant it to be;. 

The throne is gold, with its canopy and um- 
brplhi and pillars covered witl^ cloth of gold, em- 
broidiired in pearls and small rubks. Our fat 
friend the prince was dressed ^to match his 
throne. All his brothers, twenty at least, ap- 
peared. too — rather ill-conditioned young gentle- 
men ; and there were jugglers and nautch-girls 
and musicians, all working ^t their vocations 
during breakfast. 

• Tl^e lafe king drank himself , to* death about 
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six month^ ago ; and then there was a sort of 
revolution conducted by Colonel L. (who ^ 
nearly killed in this palace), by which the pre- 
sent king Avas placed on the throne ; so these are 
early days for acting royalty. ^Mr. B. went in 
to the old king who is nearly bedridden, and he 
said he Avas quite affected by the /Id man. He 
translated to him G.^s letter, in Avhich G. said 
hoAV much he had been pleased AA^ith his heir- 
apparent^s manner, and the old king looked up, 
and held out his liand to his son, who rose and 
salaamed doAvn to the ground three times. Mr. 
B., Avho is almost a native in language, and knows 
them thoroughly, said he was quite touched; it 
is so seldom natives shoAv any emotion of tliat 
kind. * ' 

There Avas a fight of wild beasts « fter break- 
fast, elephants, rhinoceroses, rams, &c., bu+ we 
excused ourselves, as there often are accidents 
at these fights. The gentlemen all went, and so 
did Giles, and they were quite delighted, and said 
we ought to have seen it. 

In the afternoon we went to see the king’s 
yacht, which he had decked out for us, and then 
his garden. Such a place ! the only residence I 
have coveted in India. Don’t you remember hei*e 
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in the ‘ Arabian Nights/ Zobeide betj5 her ‘ gar- 
den of delights ’ against the Caliphs ‘ palace of 
pictures.’ I am sure this was ‘the garden of 
delights ! ’’ 

There are foftr small palaces in it, fitted up in 
the eastern way, with velvet and gold and marlde, 
with arabes(|^e ceilings, orange-trees and roses 
in all directions, with quantities of wild par- 
roquets of briglit colours glancing about And 
in one palace there was an imme^ise bath-room of 
white marble, the arches intersecting each other 
in all directions, and the marble inlaid with 
cornelian and bloodstone; and in every corner 
of the palace there were little fountains; even 
(Turing the hot winds, they say, it is cool from the 
quantity of Avater ])laying; and in the verandah 
there A^i;e^ fifty ti'ays of fruits and flowers laid 
owtjor us, — by which the servants profited. It 
was •really a very pretty sight. Then we went 
to the stud where the horses wero disjdayed ; the 
most curious was a Cutch horse (Cutch is, I 
opine^ the name of a particular district, but I 
never ask questions, I hate information). He 
looked as if he had had a saddle of mutton cut 
out of his back. They said he was veiy ^asy to 
but apt to stumble. 
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There wp to have been a return breakfast to 
the heir-apparent at Colonel L.’s on Saturdaj^ 
morning, but that would have made our journey 
back very late ; so it was commuted for some fire- 
works in the evening. We went back to the 
palace after dinner, or rather to another palace 
on the river. On tlie 0])posite bju^c there was 
an illumination in immense letters, ‘ God save 
George Lord Auckland, Govenior-Gcneral of 
India,^ ‘ God save the King of Glide,’ and then 
there was a full stoj), and ‘ Colonel L., llesident 
of Lucknow,’ stood alone. Whether he was to 
be saved or not was not mcaitioned; it was not 
very correctly spelt, but well-meant. ]\Iy jemadar 
asked me afterwards, ‘ Did Ladyship see “ Go*l 
save my Lord?” I thought it very excellent, 
very neat.’ The river was covered , wi th rafts 
full of fireworks, and the boats in front 
loaded with nautch-girls, Avho dance on, whether 
they are lookedat, or not. The Prince of Orange 
was charmed with his cveniij<r. 
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^CHAPTER X. 

Cawnpore, New Year's Bay, 1838. 
Another Ye^r! You will be nearly half 
through it, by the time you read this. 

I was*so obliged to you for thcxse extracts from 
Charles Lamb. I had ‘en that about the two 
hemispheres in some newspaper, and have been 
longing for the book ever since. 

‘ Boz’s Magazine ^ is disappointing. I wish he 
would not mix up his great Pickwick name with 
meaner works. It is odd how long you wcBe writ- 
ing abo^it^Pickwick, and yet I felt all the time 
tlmt^though wc are no judges of fun in this place, 
that it must be everywhere the cleverest thing 
that has appeared in our time. X had laughed 
twenty times at that book. Then there is always 
a quotation to be had from Pickwick for every- 
thing that occurs anywhere. 

That Mr. Q., of , wlfo has been living 

with us for a month, and who admires Chaiice, as 
a •clever demon, 'but is afraid /)f*him, always 
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says, if Chjmce goes near him at desert : — ‘ Bring 
some cake directly! good old Chance! goodr^' 
little dog! the cake is coming,’ so like Pickwick 
and his ‘ good old horse.’ 

We returned from Luckno^ on Saturday, 
with no accident but tliat of breaking the dicky ; 
whicli, considering the state of^the roads, was 
marvellous. 1 never f(‘lt such jolting, and it 
was very hot in the middle of the dfiiy; and G., 
w’ho does not beljeve in fatigue, had asked fivc- 
and-twenty people to dinner. 

We parted with the Prince of Orange at Luck- 
now, which is something saved in point of trouble. 
He has liked his visit, I fancy, though it did not 
excite him much. 

The' dust at Cawnporc has been quite dreadful 
the last two days. People lose theiiijay^y on the 
plains, and everything is full of dust — Iv^oivS, 
dinner, clothes, everything. We all detest Cawn- 
pore. It is here, ^ too, that we first came into the . 
starving districts. They have had no rain for a 
year and a half; the cattle all died, and the 
people are all dying or gone away. 

They are employed here by government ; every 
man, • woman, or child, who likes to do the sem- 
blance of a day’s work is paid-for it, and there' is 
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a subscription for feeding those who fare unable 
• to work at all. But many who come from a 
great distance die of the first food they touch. 
There arc as many as twenty found dead on the 
plain in the moHiing. 

Powrah, Thursday, Jan. 4. 

We left Cr^\vnpore on Tuesday, and now that 
Ave are out of A^acli of the District Societies, &c., 
the distress is perfectly dreadful. 

You cannot conceive . the hoiTiblc sights we 

• ^ 

sec, particularly children; perfect skeletons in 
many cases, their bones through their skin, 
without a rag of clothing, and utterly unlike 
human creatures. Our camp luckily docs more 
good than harm. We get all our supplies from 
Oude, cand avc can give away more •than any 
other tri).vjljers. 

•Vie began yesterday giving food aAvay in the 
evening ; there were gbout 200 peoJ)lc, and Giles 
and the old khansamah distributed it, and I 
Avent Avith Major J. to see them, but I could 
not stay. We can do no more than give what 
we do, and the sight is much too shocking. The 
women look as if they had l)een buried, their 
’skulls look so dreadful. 

• J arn sure ther6 is no sort of# violent atrocity 
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I should tiot commit for food, with a starving 
baby. I should not stop to think about the 
rights, or wrongs of the case. 

As usual, dear Shakspeare knew all about it. 
He must have been at Cawnj)ore at the time of a 
famine — 

Famine is cheeks, 

Need and oppression startle in thi p ejes, 

The world is not thy friend, nor the world’s law. 

Then be not poor, but break it. 

G. and I walked down to the stables this morn- 
ing before breakfast, and found such a miserable 
little baby, something like an old monkey, but 
with glazed, stupid eyes, under the care of 
another little Avretcli of six ^’^ears old. I am 
sure you would have sobbed to sec the way 
in which the little atom flew at a cup of milk, 
and the way in which the little brtrfr/er fed it. 
Rosina has discovered the mother since, bu1: she 
is a skeleton too, and she says for a month she 
has had no food to give it. Dr. D. says it 
cannot live, it is so diseased with starvation, but 
I mean to try what can be done for it. 

Kynonze, Sunday, Jan. 7. 

We^go on from bad to worse; this is a large 
village, and tke distress grelxter. Seven -bun- 
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dred were fed yesterday, and the struggle was so 
violent that I have just seen the magistrate, Mr. 

, who is travelling with us, and asked him 

for his i)olice. W e have plenty of soldiers and 
servants, but tiicy hardly know what to do; 
they cannot strike the 2)oor creatures, and yet 
tliey absoIut<dy fight among themselves for the 
food. Caj)taiii^ M. saw three j^eople drop down 
dead in the village yesterday, and there were 
several *on our line of march. My baby is 
alive, the mother folknvs the camp, and I have it 
four times a day at tlio back of my tent, and feed 
it. It is rather touching to sec the interest the 
servants take in it, though there are worse ob- 
jects about, or else I have got used to this little 
creature. 

ThisJIs^a^ great place for ruins, and was sup- 
p©s(id to be the largest town in India in the olden 
timcf and tlm most magnificent. There are some 
good ruins for sketching remainiyg, and that is 
all. An odd world certainly ! Perhajis two 
thousand years hence, when the art of steam has 
been forgotten, and nobody can exactly make 
out the meaning of the old Imglish word ‘ mail- 
coach,’ some black governor-general of* England 
wiJLbe marching through its southern provinces. 
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and will gp and look at some ruins, and doubt 
whether London ever was a large town, and will 
feed some white-looking skeletons, and say what 
distress the poor creatures must be in ; they will 
really eat rice and curry ; and his, sister will write 
to her Mary 11. at New Delhi, and complain of 
the cold, and explain to her with ^reat care what 
snow is, and how the natives wei^' bonnets, and 
then, of course, mention that she wants to go 
home' Do you like writing to me? I liate 
writing in general, but these long letters to 
you are the comfort of my existence. I always 
have my portfolio carried on in my ])alan(juin, 
which comes on early, because then, if I have any- 
thing to say to you before breakfast, I can say Jt, 
and I dare say it would be uiiwliolcsornc to sup- 
press a thought before breakfast. 

Camp, TTmrcotpoor, Satiirda}", Jan. 16. 

We have had three days rest at '‘Futtebghur; 
rest at least, for the horses and bullocks, who 
were all worn out vdth the bad roads, and we 
started again this morning; crossed the Ganges 
on a bridge of boa^s, and after live miles of very 
remarkably heavy sand, with hackeries and dying 
ponies, and obstinate mules sticking in it, in all 
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directions, we came to a road available again for 
the dear open carriage and for horses. The others 
all rode, and I brought on Mrs. A. who has no 
carriage, and who gets tired to death of her 
palanquin and elephant. 

G. and I went with Y., Dr. D., and A. and 
M. one inoridng before breakfast to see a Dr. 

, who i.^ su])poscd to be very scientific, 

but liis science seiaiis rather insane. lie insists 
upon itT:hat the Kortli Pole is^at Gwalior, about 
thirty miles from here, and that some inagnetic 
stones he brcmglit frcjm there ])rove it by the di- 
rection in which the ne(‘dle stands on them. One 
needle would not stand straight on one stone, and 
he said that stone must have been picked up a 
little on one side of the exact North Pole.* llien 
he took psjtg a table covered Avith black and Avhite 
little^ 1.) ricks, soiiKithing likti those Ave used to have 
in th« nursery, and l^ said that by a course of 
, magnetic angles, the marks of ayIuoIi he discovers 
on his magnetic stones, any piece of Avood that 
was cut by his directions iKicame immediately an 
exact representation of Solomon’s Temple. 

‘ Don’t say it is ingenious ! I can’t help it ; it is 
the work of magnetic poAver, not mine; Solomon’s 
Teii^ple will fall oitt of whatever I* undertake.’ 

YOL.,1. 


H 
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I looked^' at G. and the others, but they all 
seemed quite convinced, and I began to think we 
must all be in a Futtchghur Bedlam, only they 
were all too silent. To fill up the pause, I asked 
him how long he was discovering Solomon’s 
Temple. ‘ Only seven years,’ he said, ‘ but it is 
not my discovery; it imifit be so according to my 
magnetic angles. When this discovery reaches 
Eurojic (which it will through j^ou, mfi’am, for 
I am going to present you with Solomon’s Tem- 
ple), there will be an end of all their science, 
they must begin again.’ 

Then Mrs. put in: ‘Yes, tlic Doctor 

said, as soon as he heai*d you were coming up 
the country, “I’ll give Solomon’s Temple fb 
Miss Erdcn ; ” and I said, “ I shall send her some 
flowers and water-cresses;” pi^ay^^ 'ar^e^you fond 
of water cresses ? ’ . 

‘ Now, my 'dear, don’t taljv about Avater-ercesses, 
you distract Miss^Edeii and you distract me, and 
so hold your tongue ; I Avas just going to explain 
this cube ; j^ou see tlic temple Avas finished all 
but one cube, and the masons did not like the 
look of the stone, they did not understand the 
magnedS angles, so they gave it a knock and 
smashed it. Upon Avhich Soloilion said, “ There! 
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what a precious mess you have made* of it, now 
I shall have to send all the way to Egypt for 
another.” ^ 

Upon which Mr. Y. said, ‘ But where do you 
find that fact, ]^r. ?’ 

‘ My dear sir, just take it for granted ; I never 
advance a fact I cannot prove. I am like the 
old woman ifi Westminster Abbey, if you in- 
terru2)t me, I shall have to go back from George 
III. all the way to Edward thy Confessor.’ 

That silenced us all. You never saw such a 
thing as Solomon’s Temjde; not nearly so 
pretty as the bridges we used to build of those 
bricks. , 

Mrs. went fidgetting about with some 

bottles all the time, and began, ‘No'^, Doctor, 
show youy method of instantaneous commmiica- 
tiorw between London and Edinburgh.’ 

‘ Boji’t bo/c me, my dear, I ljuvg not time to 
prepare it.’ 

‘There now. Doctor! I knew you would say 
that, so I have prej)ared it ; there it all is, bottles, 
wire, galvanic wheels and all. IS'ow, Miss 
Eden, is not lie much the cleverest man you 
ever saw?’ So then he showed us thathxperi- 
lAgiit, and a great many of hi» galvanic tricks 
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were very 'amusing, but still he is so eccentric 
that I think it is a great shame he should be 
tiie only (^octor of a large station. A lady sent 
for him to see her child in a fit, and he told her 
he would not give it any incdidine on any ac- 
count; ‘it was possessed by the devil — a ver}" 
curious case indeed.’ 

He sent me a bit of the GwaliiV North Pole 
in the evening, Avliich was such a weight I 
thought 1 should have to hire a coolie to cai*iy 
it, and I wanted the servants to bury it, 
but luckily C. was longing for one of these 
magnetic stones, and took it. To-day I have 
had a letter from him, with fruit and flowers 
which Mrs. sent fifteen miles, and a jon- 

quil ill' a' blue glass, lilnglish and good, and 
a postscript to say that, thought Solomon’s 
Temple would build itself almost without aijy 
help, still, if I found any difficulty I w?is to 
write to him." 1 am quite sure I shall never 
find the slightest difficulty in it — it is all care- 
fully deposited at the bottom of a camel trunk. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Fultygunge, Jtin. 1 7, 1808. 

We have had a Sunday lialt, and some bad 
roads, tgid one desperate long march. A great 
many of the men here have live*d in the jungles 
for years, and their poor clear manneiiS 
utterly gone — jungled out of them. 

Tmckily the band plays all through dinner, 
f^id drbwns the convei'sation. The thing they 
all like best is the band, and it was an excellent 
idea that, of making it play from fife \o six. 
There A^as ti lady yesterday in perfect ecstacies 
with the music. I believe slic was the wife of 
an indigo planter in the neighoiu*hood, and I 
was rather longing to go and speak to her, as she 
probably had not met a countrywoman for 
many' months; but then, you knoAV, she might 
not have been his wife, or anybody’s wife, or he 
might not be an indigo j^lanter. In short, my 
dear Mrs. D., you know what a wgrld it is — im- 
polsSible to be too careful, &c. 
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We never stir out now from the camp, there 
is nothing to see, and the dust is a little laid 
just in front of our tents. We have had a beauti- 
ful subject for drawing the last two days. A 
troop of irregular horse joined us’ at Futtehgliur. 
The officer, a Russaldar — a sort of vsergeant, 1 
believe — wears a most picturesque dress, and 
has ail air of Timour the Tartar, \Vith a touch of 
Alexander the Great — and he conies and sits 
for his picture with great patience. All tliese 
•■ir’'egular troo]is arc like parts of a melodrama. 
They go about curvetting and spearing, and 
dress themselves fancifully, and they are most 
courtcous-rnaiincrcd natives. G. and I. walked 
up to their encamiimcnt on Sunday. 

They Lad no particular costume when first 
we came in sight, being occupied d.n cleaning 
their horses — and ihe natives think nature nevv;r 
intended that they should work wit|i clc^tlies on; 
but they heard G. was coming, and by the time . 
we arrived tliey were all scarlet and silver and 
feathers — such odd, fanciful dresses; and. the 
Russaldar and his officers brought their swords 
that we might touch them, and we walked 
through their lines. My jemadar interpreted 
that the Lord Sahib and Lady Sahib never saw 
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such fine men, or such fine horses, and they all 
salaamed down to the gTound. An hour after, 
this man and his attendant rode up to W/s tctft 
(they arc under him in liis military^ secretary 
capacity) to repoi’t that they certainly were the 
finest troo2)S in the world — the Lord Sahib had 
said so ; and tliey begged also to mention that 
they should very glad to have their pictures 
drawn. So the chief man has come for his, 
and is (juite satisfied witli it. 

Bareilly, Saturday, Jan^JiJ 

This is one of our long lialts: we are to be 
here till Tuesday. Y(‘sterday we halted at 
Furreedijoor, where th(‘re was an excellent 
plain for tlic native horse to show oft‘ tlieir man- 
ner of figliting, and we all went out ill the even- 
ing to •see •them. They stick a tent-pin in the 
gl’ocind, drive it in with mallets, and then going 
full *gallop drive a sjiear in it and draw it out 
again. They drop their bridles wJien the horse 
is going at his utmost speed, aad then suddenly 
turn -round in the saddle and fire at their pur- 
suers. Then they tilt at e^ach other, turning 
their horses round in a space not much more 
than their own lengths, Walter Scott would 
have made some fine chapters out of them, and 
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Astley would hang himself from the total 
impossibility of dressing and acting like them. 

The only other incident of the day was a trial 
hy rice of all my servants. I had ten rupees 
in small money — coins worth little more than 
sixpence each — which I got in the distressed 
districts to give to any beggars that looked 
starving. I had a ])acket of tlAi'm unopened, 
the last the sircar had given me, scaled with his 
seal, and I put . this in iny workbasket on the 
^^able. One of the servants very chwcrly took it 
out. It was not loose money lying about: I 
consider they have almost a right to take 
but this was scaled up and hid ; so J. made a 
great fuss about it, and when all enquiries 
failed, ^le,. and Captain D., who manages the 
police of the camp, said they must try. tfce com- 
mon experiment of eating rice. The priest 
weighs out SO' much rice po>vder according to the 
weight of a particular rupee, an old coin which 
the natives look upon as sacred. The men all 
say their prayers and wash themselves and then 
they each take their share of rice. It is not a 
nice experiment. ^Thosc who are innocent spit 
it out again in a liquid state, but the guilty man 
is not able to liqjicfy it in the' slightest degree'. 
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J. came in with an air of conviction*. ‘ Well ! 
we have found the thief: the last man you 
would have suspected — ^your chobdar.’ He is 
a sort of upper servant next in rank to the jema- 
dar, and this nmn is a remarkably respectable 
creature, and, though still young, has been fifteen 
years at Government House — ever since he was 
twelve* years •bid. The poor wretch came in 
iniraediatcl}^ after, his mouth still covered witli 
flour: he had not been able to touch it, 

but he protested his innocence, and I believgjj^" 
it. IJe is naturally very timid, and always 
trembles if anybody speaks quickly to him, and 
he might ‘have robbed me at any time of any 
trinkets, or money, as he always takes charge of 
my room, or tent when the jemadar is away. I 
am so sarry for him, he was in such an agony; 
but, Juckilj", it would have been impossible to 
send ^ man a^vay merejy on that sort of evidence, 

• and to-day all the others have come round to 
^him and say they are sure it was not him, for 
they al-1 think too well of him. Yesterday they 
were glad to put it on anybody, and they have 
all great faith in the trial. It is very odd; 
twenty -two took the rice without the slighted 
reliifttance. vet this man could not touch it. 
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Rosina told me that Ameer, my little boy, said 
to her, ‘ It must be the chobdar, Rosina. What 
tor he shake so and not eat rice ? Me eat my 
rice directly; me have nothing in my heart 
against ladysliip ; me never take none of her 
money; me eat rice for ladyship any day.’ 1 
never shall let them do it again, but it was done, 
to satisfy them this time. In general the poor 
dry victim confesses directly. 

Bareilly is famous for dust and workboxes. 
Tlie dust we have seen, but the l)oxes have not 
yet appeared. 

There has been some quarrel about our 
encamping ground. Ca])tain P. put the tents in 
the right plac^e, and the Brigadier said it was thc‘ 
wrong one, and had them moved again, and put 
between two dusty roads; and now ; we «again say 
that is quite wrong, and that we will be on the 
Brigadier’s parade ground.; so last night’s' camp, 
when it came up, was pitched there and with, 
much dignity, but with a great deal of trouble^ 
in moving all our goods and ourselves. It was 
quite a^ bad as two marches in one day ; but 
then, you know, we could not stand the idea of 

Brigadier presuming to interfere with the 

Governor-Generars camp. 
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The thieves at Bareilly are well educated, and 
pilfered cpiantitics of things in the move. Still, 
Brigadier had the worst of it ! 

This is the most absurd country. Captain N. 
has a pet monkey, small and black, with a long 
white beard, and it sits at the door of his tent. 
It had not been liere an hour when tlie dur- 
war and the rtders of the village came on de- 
putation to say that it was the first of tluat 
species whicli had ever been at Bareilly, and they 
begged to tak(^ it to their temple to worsl^^ij, ,,, 
He did not much like trusting it out of sight, 
but it was one of the requests that cannot be 
refused, so ‘ llunamaim ’ set off in great state 
with one of X.^s bearers to watch huri. lie 
came back extremely excited and more*simppish 
than evoi*. •The bearer said the priests carried 
the Mionkey into a temple, bfit would not let 
him gt) too. ,1 suspect if N. washed The returned 
• monkey, he would find the black come off. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Bareilly, Monday, Jan. 22, 18o8. 

We were ‘at liome’ on Friday evfeninG;'. There 
are ten ladies at this station, several of them very- 
pretty, and wfth our oAvn ladles there Avere 
c-vonj^h for a quadrille; so they danced all the 
evening, and it went off very Avelh 

There aretAvo officers (Europeans) Avho com- 
mand tha.t corps of irregular horse, and dress like 
natives, AAuth green velvet tunics, scarlet satin 
trousers, ^ Avhite boots, bare throats, long beards, 
and everything most theatrical. It docs tolerably 
well for the young adjutant, Avho is good-lookifig ; 
but the major, Avho commanded the regiment, 
Avould look better Avith a neck* cloth and a tight 
coat. He dotes on his Avild horsemen. 

He says the officers come to him every morn- 
ing, and sit doAvn round him, and show him their 
Persian letters, and take his orders, just as 
children AVOuld ; and to-dajq Avhen they Avere all 
assembled, they had been reading our Rtissal- 
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dar’s account of how well he had shown off all 
his exercises, and how I had drawn his picture, 
and how G. had given him a pair of shawl? 
and some spears, &c. Just as they were reading 
this, the man himself arrived, and the others all 
got up and embraced him, and thanked him for 
keeping up the honour of tJie corps. They seem 
to be somcthifig like the Highlanders in their 
way. 

The regiment is made u]) of, families. Each 
Russaldar has at least six sons or nephews 
bis troop. Tliey are never piinislied, but sent 
away if they commit any fault ; and they will do 
anything for their chief if their prejudices of caste 
are respected. But there have been some horrible 
tragedies lately, where young officers Imv^ come 
out witl],theb* St. James’s Street notions of mak- 
ings these me]i dress like Ihiro^K^aii soldiers. 

Amongst odier thiijgs, one young ollicer per- 
suaded his uncle, a Coloiu^l E., to order tlicm to 
cut offi their beards — a much greater offence than 
pulling, all their noses. The mcai liad idolised 
this Colonel E., but the instant they heard this 
order, they drew their swords and cut him to 
pieces. There was great difficulty in bringing 
the jj?giment into tfny order again^ 
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We ha& a great dinner (only men) on Satur- 
day. Now G. has established that F. and I 
^re to dine at these men dinners, he likes them 
best, and in the short halts it is the only way in 
which he can see all the civilians and officers. 
They arc neither more, nor less, tiresome to us 
than mixed dinners. The gcritlomcn talk a great 
deal of Vizier Ali and of Lord Cornwallis, and 
the ladies do not talk at all : and I don’t know 
which I like best 

^^^he thing that chiefly interests me is to hear 
the details of the horrible solitude in which the 
poor young civilians live. There is a Mr. G. here, 
whom R. recommended to us, who is quite mad 
with delight at being with the camp for a week. 
We kne\v^ him very Avell in Calcutta. He says 
the horror of being tliree months without seeing 
an European, or hearing an linglish word, nobody 
can tell. Captain N. has Jed that^sort of life in 
the jungles too, and says that, towards the end of, 
the rainy season, Avlien the health gencndly gives 
way, the lowness of spirits that comes on is quite 
dreadful; that every young man fancies he is 
going to ' die, and then he thinks that nobody 
will bury him if he docs, as there is no other 
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European at hand. Never send a son* to India! 
my dear M., that is tlie moral. 

The civilians gave us a dinner on Monday, whiclf 
went off better than those ceremonies usually do. 

It was at the; house of an old Mr. W., who 
has been forty-eight years in India, and whose 
memory has failed. lie asked me if I had seen 
the house at Benares, Avhere ^ ])oor Davies ^ was so 
nearly murdered by ‘ Futty It urn, ^ or some name 
of that kind, and he seemed surj^j'isod, and went 
on describing how Mrs. Davies had gone to the 
top of the house and said — ‘My dear! 1 see some 
dust in the distance,’ just like Blue Beard’s wife; 
and I kept thinking of that, and wondering that 
I Rad not seen the house, and at last I thought 
it must have happened since we left Bejiajcs, so 
"^I asked, at last, ‘ But when did this takq place? ’ 

‘^Wh}^, let me see. I was a^ Calcutta in ’90 ; 
it muj^ have been in ’91, or thereabouts.’ 

It was the most modern topic he tried. Mrs. 
W. has been thirty-seven years in India, and is a 
wonderful-looking woman. Our band came, and 
after dinner there was a great whispering 
amongst the seven, ladies and •forty geiitlemen, 
and it turned out they were longing for a little 
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more daneing; so the band played some quad- 
rilles, and by dint of one couple dancing first on 
Une side of the room and then on the other, they 
made it out very well, and it was rather a lively 
evening. 

^^amp, Jan. 20. 

My own dearest Mary — T sent off another 
journal to you yesterday. I thinV. you ought to 
have a very regular supply of letters from me. 
I never am more than a foi*tnight now without 
sending one off. And such enormous packets 
too! Such fine fiit children! not wholesome 
fat, Only Indian, but they look puffy and large. 
We are at a place which in tlieir little easy 
way they call Ivamovrqwdamovrow — how it is 
spelt really I cannot say, but that is the short 
way of expressing the sound. We have our 
first view of the mountain to-day ; so lovely — 
a nice dark blue hard line above the hgrizon, 
and then a second series of snowy 2 )eaks, looking 
quite pink when the sun rises. We always 
travel half-an-hour by torch-light, so that we 
have the full benefit of the sun rising. The air 
is so nice to-day — 1 think it smells of moun- 
tains. The highest j^eak we see is the Guji^gou- 
tra, from which the Ganges i.i supposed to flew, 
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and consequently the Gu^goutra is idS^lised by 
the natives. It was so like P,, who by dint of 
studying Indian antiquities, believes, I almost^ 
think, in all the superstitions of the country. 
We were lamenting that we should lose the sight 
of these mountains in two more marches ; but 
then we should be on our way to Simla. ‘ Oh, 
Simla !’ he said^ ‘ what of that? There is no real 
historical interest about that. Simla is a mere 
modern vulgar mountain. I had as lief be in 
the plain. ^ Poor Simla! which has stood there, 
looking beautiful, since the world began, to be 
termed a mere modern mountain ; made of lath 
and plaster, I suppose. Our marching troubles 
increase every day. I wish we were at Simla. The 
roads are so mfernally bad — I beg your .pardon, 
but there^ is yo other word for it. Those who 
• ride.c%n make it out pretty well, and I would 
begin again, only it tires me so that 1 cannot sit 
the horse ; but the riders can always find a 
tolerable path by the side. The rqad itself is 
very heavy sand with deep holes, and cut up 
into ditches by the hackeries that go on the 
night before. Our old horses bear it very well, 
but It has broken the hearts and tempers of the 
six yq.ung ones we ^ot last year from the stud, 
VOL. .1., I 
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and there is no sort of trick they don’t play. 
Yesterday I nearly killed Mrs. A. by the exces- 
sive politeness with which I insisted on bringing 
her the last stage. Two horses kicked them- 
selves out of their traces, and nearly overturned 
the carriage, and we plodded on with a pair; 
however, she is not the worse for it. This mor- 
ning, before F. and G. left the carriage, one of 
the leaders, in a fit of exasperation, threw him- 
self over the other leader and the postillion ; of 
VQjirsc they all three came down, but luckily 
neither man nor horses were hurt ; but the 
carriage could not come on, so we all got on 
some elephants, which were luckily close at 
hand. They took us two miles, and by the time 
mine, which was a baggage elejfiiant, had jolted 
me into very small pieces — we came to fresh 
horses. C. and G. rode on, and I sat down on 
the ground by a fire of dry grass, which the 
syces and bearers had made for themselves. 
longed very much for an inn, or an English waiter, 
or anything, or anybody ; but otherwise it was 
amusing to see the camp roll by — ^the Baboos 
in their palanquins, Mr. C.’s children in a 
bullock carriage, Mr. B.’s clerks riding Tike 
^ sacks, on rough ponies, with their hats on over 
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their nightcaps ; then the artillery, with the 
horses all kicking. W. O. came up to me and sent 
back one of the guards to fetch up th^ carriage, 
and he always sets to work with his old regi- 
mental habits, and buckles the harness himself, 
and sets the thing off. His horse had run away 
with him for three miles, and then he ran away 
with it for si:jf more, and now he hoj)es they will 
do better. G. is gone to-day to return the visit of 
the Nawab of llampore, who lives four miles off, 
and he has had to recross the river, which j;Yiakes 
rather a melanelioly addition to the fatigues ol 
men and cattle. G. has set up for his pet a 
hideous pariah dog, one amongst the many that 
follow a camp ; but this has particularly pretty 
^manners, coaxing and intelligent, and G. says he 
thinks ili wilk keep the other pets out of his tent. 
ClmiM^e, and F.’s lemur, W.'s* gre;^hounds, and 
Dr. 13. ’s dog are always iTinning •through his 
•tent, so he has set up this, not that it really ever 
can go into his tent, it is much too dirty, but we 
call it out of compliment to the Company ‘ the 
Hon. John,’ and it answers to its name quite 
readily. 
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Moradabad^ Saturday, Jan. 27. 

Another station, where we are to stay for 
fhree days ; but the travelling was worse than 
ever. I told W. O. last night I should walk, and 
he said he should hop, he had <tried everything 
else. It will be my last resource too. The 
first stage did pretty well. I have set up Webb 
to ride by me when the others ride on, and he 
can direct his own postillions. He does not look 
the least like a hpad coachman, or like the Ser- 
geant Webb, which he is — rather like a ruffian in a 
melodrama ; but he is very civil, and by dint of 
encouragement and example, got the horses 
through a mile of deep sand, down to the river- 
side. We passed about fifty hackeries stuck fast, 
and there they and the oxen probably are now. 
The Y.s, be the road bad or good,,*alw^iys eome 
to a misfortune.'* Yesterday they brokj^ Ahe 
spring of their dickey;, to-day they had to 
harness an elephant to their carriage to pull it, 
out of the sand; and long after we had break- 
fasted we saw the eldest boy arrive on foot, with 
one of Mrs. A.’s hirkariis, Mrs. Y. and the bttle 
thing on one of our elephants, and Y. mounted 
on his own box, flourishing on with his tired 
;liorses. Our ^carriage crossed the ford ,very 
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well, though the water was up to the steps, and 
when we had landed I said to Webb I thought 
we had better wait for Miss F., as the march was 
longer than we expected. He always speaks 
so like our old nurse Spencer : ‘ Lord bless 
me. Miss Eden, we must not think of Miss F. ; 
if the horses once stop in tliis sand, they will 
never stir again. Go on, coachmen. I think, 
Miss Eden, my Lord and Miss F. will make a 
bad job of this ford. I saw Lord William, that 
timeHlie an dll came up tlie country, upjto his 
middle in w Jter at this place, though he was on 
a tall English horse. Drive on ! * We proceeded 
another mile into the town, and then the horses 
went entirely mad, partly because the narrow 
..street was full of camels, and partly from ftitigue. 
Webb and the guards cleared oif the camels, but 
thfi horses would not be quiet, so I got out and 
walked. Thore were -immense crowds of natives 
•waiting to sec G.'s entry, but they are always 
, very civil, and indeed must have been struck 
with the majesty of my procession — Webb with 
his long hunting-whip and Squire Bugle look, 
me in my dusty brown cloak and bonnet, over a 
dressing-gown, the* ‘ Hon. J ohn ’ frisking and whin- 
ing^after me vdtli a marked payiah (appearance, 
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an old jemadar of G.’s, with a great sheet 
twisted over his turban to keep out the cold of 
tne morning ; then the carriages with the horses 
all kicking, and the syces all clinging to thcm^ 
and Giles and Mars in the distance, each in a 
horrid fright about their ponies. I ivalk(id at 
least a mile and a half, and then met Captain C. 
riding out to meet us. ‘ What‘S accident has 
happened now?’ he said. ‘Nothing particular,’ 
I said, ‘ I am Only marching.’ He turned back 
and walked with me to the end of the town^ and 
then the horses behaved 2 )rctty weK through all 
the saluting and drumming, and our entry was 
made correctly ; but I had no idea that I could 
have walked a mile and a half without dropping 
down '<dead. That is something learnt. We. 
had all the station to dinner. There were only 
twenty-five of them altogether, and only two 
ladies. The band could not j)lay at .dinner, “which 
is always a sad loss, as they cover all j)auses,' 
but their instruments and uniforms had stuck in 
the sands. Luckily there was a young Mr. J., 
the iman:e of Lord Castlerearfi, who talked un- 
‘ceasingly all tlirough dinner! Another of the 
civilians here is Mr. B. O., Son of the Mr. 0. 
you know., was probably the good-looking 
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stepson whose picture Mrs. 0. used to carry 
about with her, because he was such a ‘ beautiful 
creature.’ He is now a bald-headed, grey, tootlf- 
less man, and perfectly ignorant on all points 
but that of tiger-hunting. There is not a day 
that I do not think of those dear lines of 
Crabbe’s — 

Blit wlien returiKid tho youtli ? The youth no more 
Returned (exulting to liis native shore j 
But ki his stead there came a wornout man. 

They wera always good lines, and always had 
a tendency t<i bring tears into iny eyes, bift now, 
when I look Vjt either the youth or the wornout 
men, and think ^^hat India does for them all, I 
really could not venture to say those lines out 
loud. Please to remember that I shall .rejurn a 
wornout woi^jan. 

Moradahad, Monday, Jan. 30. 

Mr.* Y. gjive us such an excellent sermon 
•yesterday. The residents here only see a clergy- 
man once a year, so I am glad they had a good 
sermon, and they all seemed pleased with it. 
Captain N. was taken ill at church — the second 
time it has happeired — and Dr. D. was obliged 

to go out with him and bleed him. He looks 

. • ’ 

very strong,, but they say nobody ever really 
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recovers a real bad jungle-fever. We all went 
out on the elephants, but there is not much to 
see at Moradabad, though it is a cheerful-looking 
station. JVIrs. A. came to see me, and says she 
is quite baflfied in her attempts to teach her little 
E,. his Bible. He is only three years old, but a 
fine clever boy. She gave up the creation 
because he always would have it* that the first 
man’s name was Jack; and to-day she tried the 
stoiy of Samuel^ .which she thought would amuse 
him, and it went on very well, witlra few yawns, 
till she asked, ‘ What did Samuel tjay, when the 
Lord called him the third time ‘ I’m a-tom- 
ing a-toming, so don’t teazc I ’any more.’ She 
thought this hopeless, and gave up her Sunday 
lessoiiS. " 

Camp, Tliesdayi; Jan. 30. 

G. had a durbar yesterday, and then . went 
to see the jail. F. and I went with P. •^to the 
native town 'to see if we could find anything 
to sketch, but we could not. Mr. C. caught a 
very fine old native in the town, with a white 
beard down to his waist, and he was rather a 
distinguished character, fought for the English 
in the time of their troubles here ; so he sat for 
his picture, and it was a good opportunity to 
make him a present. It is such an immeuiSe time : 
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since we have had any letters — ^none by sea of a 
later date than August 5 , nearly six months ago. 
For a wonder, we marched ten miles to-3ay 
without an accident. 

Amroah, Wednesday, Jan. 31. 

I went to see Mrs. S. yesterda}^, and the visit 
rather reminded me of you. Of course, as you 
observe, I should forget you utterly if it were 
not for these occasional remembi’ances of you, 
and the constant practice of thinking of you most 
Ji^iuirs of iiK^t days. The eldest little S.j^irl was 
ill, an attalk of fever, and, I think, thrush, but 
at all event^ier mouth was in a shocking state ; 
‘and Dr. D. accused me of having given her 
calomel,’ Mrs. S. said, ‘ but I really never do, I 
* detest calomel; half the children inr Iftdia are 
killed by itf Just then four of her children and 
tV(^ little Y.s rushed in, with guns and swords 
and ^aper helmets — ‘ Mamma, M. is gone on the 
elephant without us.’ 

‘ No, my dears, there’s M. ariTingingmy work- 
box. • Now, don’t make a noise — Miss Eden’s 
here. Eun along.’ 

‘ But, mamma,* may E. and F. Y. drink tea 

with us to-night? — ^we want them.’ 

• ° ; • 

^ Well, dears, we’ll see about it presently; now 

run ‘along.’ 
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* But their mamma says she won’t let them 
come if you* don’t write a note.’ 

' Very well, dears, run along.’ 

‘ But, m^mma, will you give us the note to 
take?’ 

‘ I’ll tliink about it, my love ; perhaps I shall 
meet Mr. Y. out Avalking; and now j>ray run 
along.’ 

Upon which M. looked up from the workbox 
she was arranginir^ 

‘ Mamma, may 1 have this seal ? ’ ' " 

‘ No, dear, certainly not; it was jj^ent me by 
my little sister from England; ovid now run 
along after your brothers.’ 

I told her how much you were in the habit of 
saying run along ’ when you had any visitor^ 
with you — whereat we laughed. The poor little 
girl looked very sidv, and I could not find any- 
thing to send Jier, not even a picture-book, * 

Amroah is a very long narrow town, where 
they make a very coarse sort of poredain, which 
they paint and gild. G. had a quantity of it 
given to him, which he sent to me, and the native 
servants had great fun in dividing it amongst 
themselves. Captain N. drove me in the evening 
back to a gateway we had seen this momin^j-^ 
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the first pretence at an object for a sketch we 
had had for many days. We saw a great crowd 
round it, and in the middle of them P. on fiis 
elephant, and in his S 2 )ectacles, sketching away as 
hard as he could. 

When we came back, I went to fetch out G., 
who never goes out when he can help it, and 
took him wITat I thought a prettier walk than 
usual — about half a quarter of mile of sand ankle 
deep, to an old mosque, rais(^* on an elevation^ 
(if- alf- leasts eighteen inches — ‘a splendiferous 
creature’ — (|did you ever read ^ Nick of the 
Woods?’ ycih* sent it out to us, and we do 
npthing but (piot\it) — but he thought it more 
tiresome than any wjdk ft’O^^liad taken yet. We 
&urid W. and F, there, just on tlie same fcick, F. 
thinking it v^sratlier pretty, and W. not able to 
giless why he was dragged alkthrough that sand, 
and \^ishing Jiiraself at Calcutta. ‘ .Yes,’ G. said, 

* ‘ I am more utterly disgusted, more wretchedly 
bored than ever, so now I shall go back to my 
tent, and wish for Government house.’ In the 
meanwhile he is becoming a red-faced fat4sh 
man, and ‘ if he aspires to play the leading villain 
of the plot, his corpulence will soon unfit him 
for»that role.’ (^ee ‘ The Heroipe.’). 
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Gurmukteser Ghaut, Friday, Feb. 2. 

We crossed the Ganges this morning on a 
bridge of boats, which was very well constructed, 
considering the magistrate had not had much 
notice. The elephants always go first, and if the 
boats bear elephants, they will bear anything. A 
Mr. F. and two assistants, and a Mr. and Mrs. 
T. had come out forty miles to meet us ; and it 
is unfortunate we had not known it, for I had 
asked the B.s, D'.g, General E., (tc., to dinner, and 
unless^ there was another tent pitc^ied, v.^had 
room only for three more, and it pi|ts the aides- 
de-camp into consternatiorf if ^nfiy of these 
strangers are left out. Mr*:^. T. wears long 
thick thread mittens. * vvith black velvet bracelets 
over tliefti. She may have great genius, and. 
many good qualities, but, you knttw, i^ is im- 
possible to look fof them under those mittens.' 

The weather is very changeable in these parts. 
On Wednesday morning the thermometer was at 
41° and on Thursday at 78°, so we rush from 
fur cloaks, and shawls, and stoves, to tnuslin 
gowns and fans ; ^d as far as I am concerned, I 
do not think it is very wholesome, but it seems 
to agree generally with the camp. The children 
are all rather filing just now, and there is a 
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constant demand for our spare palanquin to 
carry on a sick child. 

Shah Jehanpore, Sunday, Feb. 4r 

G., with Major J. and Mr. M., went yesterday 
to Haupor, where there is a Goverhment stud, 
and they came back this morning pleased with 
their expedition. George had had the pleasure 
of sleeping iti a house, and thought it quite 
delightful. When we arrived here yesterday, 
we found Captain C., our forjjier aide-de-camp, • 
wajtlrig for iiis. I always said he would epme 
out to meet tis, and W. betted a rupee fiiat he 
would not, sCMiow I shall have a rupee to spend 
on my menus 'plai k^^r^ ^ and may go in at half-price 
to the play at Meerut, ^i^nce arrived so tired 
fi;om liis march. He was not the least glad to 
see Captain G., which was very shocking, but he 
made up for it in the course of the day, and 
to-niglit he i§ to go back with Captain C. in his 
•palanquin, and pass two days with him, and 
to eat all the time I suppose. I discovered that 
C. had sent for Chance’s servant, and said that 
he thought him shockingly thin, (you never saw 
such a ball of fat); and the man said it was very 
true, but it was the Lady Sahib’s orders, so then 
C.* decided to borrow him for a few days and 
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to feed him up. He will have a fit to a cer- 
tainty. 

^ It was so dreadfully hot yesterday — quite like 
a May day in Calcutta — and everybody was 
lying pantiVig in their tents. ^ It is lucky we 
have made the most of our six weeks of cold, 
which was very pleasant while it lasted. If we 
have rain, it may return again, but otherwise 
they say w^c have no notion what the hot winds 

I 

are on these pla'Iris, and Ave have still six weeks 
to live in these horrid tents. 


Mecrut|^ue8(lQ,y, Feb. G. 

We had some rain on .Sunday night, not 
enough to do good t^r.^ciie crops or the cattle, but 
it has^made the air cool, and the dust was quite 
laid yesterday. The tents avc c&ine uj) to at 
Mhow Avere quite Avet. If once they becovne 
really wet through, we should liqve to stop a 
week wherever avc might be, and hoAvever short 
our supply might be, as the canvass becomes too 
heavy for the elephants to carry. We had a 
very pretty entry this morning. There are four 
regiments here — two of them Queen’s troops, and 
one of them is W.’s old regiment of lancers. 
They were^, all draAvn out, and an immense staff 
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met G. and rode in with him. The most 
amusing incident to me, wlio was comfortably in 
the carriage, was that one of the lancers’ homes 
escaped from his rider, and ran amongst all the 
gentlemen. It, would be wrong io laugh in 
general at such an event, for a loose horse in this 
country is like a wild beast, and tears people off 
their horses and worries them ; but this one only 
went curvetting about, and when he took to 
chase old Mr. A. round the* others, .it was^ 
rathei^ interj^sting and j^retty. I had no idea 
Mr. A. coul^f have turned and doubled hfs horse 
about so ncai.J^. Five or six lancers were riding 
about after hiii.^^ without the least chance of 
catching the wild beast, >4)0 was captured at last 
hj one of the syces. 

Meerut is large European station — a quantity 
of. barracks and white bungalows spread over 
four miles of plain. There is nothing to see or 
to draw. 

George had a lev 6 e in the morning and 
audiences aU day, and would not go out any 
more. F. and I went in the tonjauns wherever 
the bearers chose to convey us, and that 
happened to be to the European burial-ground. 
We^ could not discover any one ^individual 
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who lived to be more than thirty-six. It may 
give Lady A. D. pleasure to know that Sir R.’s 
first wife is certainly dead and buried — ^at 
least she is buried — under a remarkably shabby 
tomb. People here build immense monuments 
to their friends, but Sir R. cut his wife off with 
a small child’s tombstone. 

Wednesday, Feb. 7. 

There now ! there is the overland post come, 
of December 1st, with a letter from It. 'and one 
trom Mr. D., both to George. It is a great thing 

^ ' .*4 

to kno\v' you were all well at that time, but still 
it is very mortifying not to haw any letters 
addressed to our noble selves,.^ It falls so flat. 
I had long ago given^r.p any sea letters, but we 
kept cQnspling ourse^.ves with the notion of this 
overland business — that is, I never ^lid ; I always 
said we should not have our proper compleme^pt 
of letters, so I am not the least surprised,^ for I 

r 

am confident ^that we have been here at least 
fifteen years, and are of course forgotten; but 
still it is very shocking, is not it? Lady G. 
used to write, but she has given it up too. I do 
not know wliat is'co be done;, and I consider it 
rather a grand trait of character that I go writing 
on as much as ever, considering it is six months 
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and four days since the date of your last letter. 
The post brought in plenty of papers, and the 
Queen’s visits to Guildhall and to Covent Garden 
arc very interesting. I think politics fook ugly 
enough. 

We had a veiy large party last night — the two 
large tents quite full of nice-looking people — and 
they danced away very merrily. 


Meerut, Sunday, Fob. 11. 

We Jijiye had so much to do I could not 
write. liut^irst and foremost we have hai some 
letters of Sepvismber by the ‘ Zenobia ’ and the * 
‘Royal Saxon not a line from you — you 
evidently have a little p?;>-,.ship of your own; 
and but one from L., one f^*om Lady &c. : 
in short, ^ a go/>d provision, but I still wish yours 
woul<J come to hand. These- are live months 
old, but that is not so bad. 

We have had a ball on Wednesday from the 
artillery; a fday on Thursday by amateurs — 

‘ Rob Roy ’ — and ‘ Die Vernon ’ acted by a very 
tall lancer with an immense flaxen wig, long 
ringlets hanging in -an infantine* manner over his 
shoulders, short sleeves, and, as Meerut does not 

• t * 

fuiTrysh gloves, large white arms with very red 

VOLi I. K 
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bands. Except in Calcutta, such a thing as an 
actress docs not exist, so this was thought a very 
good ‘ Die Vernon; ^ but I hear that ‘Juliet ^ and 
' ‘ Desdeihona’ are supposed to be his best parts. 
Friday, th^ station gave us a ball, which was very 

full. There were two Miss s come out 

from England to join a married sister, the wife 
of an officer in the lancers. Sli/ft is very poor 
herself, but has eight sisters at home, so I sup- 
pose thought it right to help her family; and 
luckily, I think, they will not hang loiijj^ on her 
hand^. They arc such very pretty girls, and 
knowing-looking, and have brouglit out for their 
married sister, wlio is also y^iy pretty, gowns 
and headdresses liki?** tJicir own. The three 
together had a j)rct4y effect. They arc the only 
young ladies at the station, so I suppose will 
have tlieir choice of three regiments ; but it is a 
bad business when all is done. They arrived 
just in time for tliis gay week, which will give 
the poor girls a false impression of the usual 
tenor of their lives. Tlie only other unmarried 
woman also appeared for the first time as a lady. 
Her father lias just been raised from the ranks 
for his good conduct. The poor girl was very 
awkward and ill-dressed, butdooked very amiable 
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and shy. I went and sat down by her, and talked 
to her for some time ; and her father came the 
next day to G. and said he felt so grateful for 
the notice taken of his daughter. Th^ poor girl 
evidently did not know how to dance. 

Yesterday George gave another great dinner, 
at which we did not appear. I don’t think I 
ever felt morc^ tired, but the weatlier is grown 
very warm again ; and then, between getting up 
early when we are inarching, and sitting up late 
at the ^tn.tions, I am never otherwise than tired. 
We went to the church to-day instead of fiaving 
service at home. It is rather a fine sijxht aKS 
General N.’s ‘sax. and twenty thoosaiid men’ 
were there. He is the Got »>rnor of the district, 
a good-natured old man, bi/t he has cpiife lost 
his men^ory, and says the same thing ten times 
over,. and very often it was if mistake at first. 
George asked him how many men he had at 
Meerut; he said, ‘I cannot just sjly, my Lord; 
perliaps sax and twenty thoosand ’ — such a fine 
army for a small place. 


Tuesday, Fob. 13. 

We were to have left Meerut to-day, but I was 
obBged to tell George that no human strength 
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could possibly bear the gaieties of yesterday, and 
a march of sixteen miles at four this morning. 

'We had a dinner at General N.’s of seventy 
people — ‘ sax and twenty thoosand,’ I believe, 
by the time the dinner lasted-^ -but it was very 
well done. Mrs. N. is a nice old lady, and the 
daughter, who is plain, shows what birth is : she 
is mucli the most ladylike-looking person here. 
When the dinner was over — and I have every 
reason to believe it did finish at last, though I 
cannot think I lived to see it — we alj^went to 
the ball the regiment gave us. T look upon it 
as some merit that I arrived in a state of due 
sobriety, for old General twaddling took the 
turn of forgetting t^'at he had offered me any 
wine, and eveiy ot^icr minute he began withjin 
air of recollection, ‘ Well, ina’am,'*and now shall 
you and I have a glass of wine together?^ The 
ball was just like the others, but with r great 
display of plate at supper, and the rooms looked 
smarter. 

Tell E. Mrs. B. is our ‘ Dragon Green,’ only 
she does not imitate us 'v\dtli that exquisite taste 
and tact which the lovely Miss Green displays. 

I bouglit a green satin the other day ‘ from a 

I 

common box- wallah who came into the canip ; 
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— ^how she knows what we buy we never can 
make out, but she always does — and the next day 
she sent her tailor to ask mine for a pattern f)f 
the satin, that she might got one like it from 
Calcutta. The same with some fur F. bought. 
I found some turquoise earrings last week, which 
I took care not to mention to her, but yesterday 
the Baboo of Mr. B.’s office stalked into my tent 
with a pair precisely the same, and a necklace 
like that I bought at Lucknow, and said his' 
‘]\£em*S'\hib^ (so like the East Indians calling 
their ladies ‘ Mem Sahibs^) had sent him to show 
me those, and ask if they were the same as mine. 
Having ascertainctl that the earrings were double, 
and the necklace four time.'', the price of mine, I 
said they were exactly ^Amilar, and 4hat I 
approved them very much. I hope she will 
buy tliern. 

Weisaw a great deal of Captain Q. at Meerut, 
and he would have been very hapj)y if he had 
not thought Chance grown thin. F. left with 
him her tame deer, which is grown up and 
becoming very dangerous. It is a pity that tame 
deer always become pugnacious as soon as their 
horns come through.v * * 

Id:reated myself* to such a beautiful miniature 
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of W. 0. There is a native here, Juan Kam, 
who draws beautifully sometimes, and sometimes 
utterly fails, but his picture of William is quite 
perfect. Nobody can suggest an alteration, and 
as a work of art it is a very pi’etty possession. 
It was so admired that F. got a sketch of G. on 
cardboard, which is also an excellent likeness; 
and it is a great pity tliere is no Ifhne for sitting 
for our pictures for you — but we never have 
time for any usviful purpose. 

Camp, Pell^i^Gb. 20, 

This^ identical Delhi is one of tlie few sights, 
indeed the only one except Lucknow, that has 
quite equalled my expectatiras. For miles round 
it there is nothing tp-'^jc seen but gigantic ruins 
of masques and palaces, and the actual liv^g 
city has the finest mosque we have seen yet. 
It is in such perfect preservation, built entirely 
of red stone and white marble, with irrmense 
flights of marble steps leading up to three 
sides of it; these, the day we went to it, were 
entirely covered with people dressed in very 
bright colours — Sikhs, and Mahrattas, and some of 
the fair Mogul race, all assembled to see the 
Governor-General’s suwarree, and I do not think 
I ever saw so striking a sceile. They foUg^^ed 



UP THE COUNTRY.* 


135 


US into the court of the temple, which is sur- 
mounted by an open arched gallery, and through 
every arch there was a view of some fine ruins, 
or of some part of the King of Dellifs palace, 
which is an immense structure two miles round, 
all built of deep red stone, with buttresses and 
battlements, and looks like an exaggerated scene 
of 'fimour the Tartar, and as if little Agib was to 
be thrown instantly from the highest tower, and 
Fatima to be constantly wringing her hands fron^, 
tin) top ^ of the battleinents. There are liundfGds 
of the Royal family of Delhi who have never 
been allowed to i^ass these avails, and never will 
be. Such a melancholy red stone notion of life 
as they must have! w^cnt up to the top 
ojT one of the largest min/irets of the jnosque 
and has been stiff ever since. From there we 
’v\»ent to the black mosque, .one of the oldest 
buildings in India, and came hofne under the 
walls of the palace. We passed the building 
in which Nadir Shah sat for a whole day look- 
ing on while he allowed his troops to massacre 
and plunder the cit}^# These eastern cities 
are so much more thickly inhabited than ours, 
and the people look so defenceless, that a 
ifig,ssacre of that sort must be a horrible 
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slaughter; but I own I think a little simple 
plunder would be pleasant. * You never saw 
siifih an army of jewellers as we have constantly 
in our teuts. On Saturday morning I got up 
early and went with Major nJ. to make a 
sketch of part of the palace, and the rest of 
the day was cut up by jewellers, shawl mer- 
chants, dealers in curiosities, &c., and 

they begin by asking us such immense prices, 
♦which tliey mean,, to lower eventually, that Ave 
have all the trouble of seeing tl^ ;things 
twice. 

Yesterday Ave Avent to the church built by 
Colonel Skinner. He is a nat ive of this countiy, 
a half-caste, but very i3lack, and talks broken 
English, i. He has Kid a regiment of irregular 
horse for the last forty years, and hq^s done 
all sorts of gallant things, had seven liprses 
killed under him, and been woui^ded in- pro- 
portion; has .made several fortunes and lost*, 
them; has built himself several fine houses, 
and has his zenana and heaps of black sons 
like any other native. He built this church, 
which is a very' curious building and very 
magnificent — in some respects ; and within 
sight of it^ there is a mosque which he has 
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also built, because he said that one way or 
the other he shoufd be sure to go to heaven. 
In short, he is one of the people whose li\^ 
ought to be written for the j)articula/ amuse- 
ment of succeeding generations. His Protestant 
church lias a dome in the mosque fiishion, and 
1 was quite afraid that with the best disposi- 
tions to atterfd to Mr. Y., little visions of 
Mahomet would be creeping in. Skinner’s 
brother, Major Hubert Skinner, *was the same 
sort of* melodramatic character, and made*^a 
tragic end. He susjiected one of his wi^es of 
a slight ecart from the path of propriety — 
veiy unjustly, it is sai<J — ^lj>ut he called her 
and aU his servants together, cut off the heads 
of avery individual in his household, and# then 
shot himself. His soldiers bought every article 
of fiis» property at .ten times’ its value, that 
they nlight ppssess relics of a man who had 
shown, they said, such a quick seAse of honour. 

G. and I took a drive in the evening all 
round the cantonments, and there is really some 
pretty scenery about Delhi, and great masses 
stone lying about, which looks well after 
those eternal sands. 

In* the afternoon we all (except, G., who 
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could not go from some point of etiquette) 
went to see the palace. It is a melancholy 


sight — so magnificent originally, and so poverty- 
stricken Viow. The marble hall Avhere the king 
sits is still very beautiful, •• all inlaid with 
garlands and birds of precious stones, and the 
inscription on the cornice is what Moore would 
like to see in the original : ‘ If there be an 

Elysium on earth, it is this, it is tliis ! ’ 

The lattices lox)k out on a garden which leads 


down to the Jumna, and the old king was- sitting 
in the garden with a chowrybadar waving the 
flies from him ; but the garden is all gone to 
decay too, and ‘the l^ig ht of the World ^ had 
a forlorn and darkened look. All our servants 


were* in a state df profound veneration ; ^ the 
natives all look upon the King of ..Delhi as 
their rightful lord, and .so he is, I suppose. ’* 
In some of the pavilions beloriging /to the 
princes there' were such beautiful inlaid floors, . 
any square of which would have made an 
enviable table for a palace in London, but 
the stones are constantly stolen ; and in some 
of the finest baths there were dirty charpoys 
spread, with dirtier guards sleeping on them. 
In short, Delhi is a very suggestive, and 
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moralising place — such stupendous remains of 
j)owcr and wealth passed and passing away — < 
and somehow I feel that we horrid English 
have just ‘ gone and done it/ merchaydised it, 
revenued it, aoil spoiled it all. I am not 
very fond of Engiislimcn out of their o^vn country. 
And Englishwomen did not look ])retty at the 
ball in the evening, and it did not tell well 
for the beauty of Delhi that the painted ladies 
of one regiment, who are gcne^rally called ‘ the • 
little cjorj)ses ^ (and very hard it is too upon 
most corpses), were much the 2)rettiest •people 
there, and were besieged with partners. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


The Ivootub, Wednesdaj^, Feb. 23, 1838. 
Well, of all the things I ever* saw, I think 
this is the finest. Did we know about it in 

I ^ • 

England? I ^ean, did you and I, in our 
olci ancient Briton state, know? Do you k^ow 
now \Vithout my telling you, what the Kootfib 
is? Don’t be ashamed, there is no harm in not 
knowing, only I do say it is nil her a pity we 
were so ill taught. I have had so many odd 
names dinned intt me during the couniJcss 
years I seem to have passscd in*^ this ^country, 
that I cannot remember the exact degree- of ' 
purity of mind (which enemie;^ mayr term 
ignorance) with which I left home; but after 
all that had been said, I expected the Kootiib 
would have been rather inferior to the • Monu- 
ment. One has those little prejudices. It 
happens to be the Monument put at the top of 
the column in the Place Vendome, and that 
again placed on a still grander base. It is biiilt 
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of beautiful red granite, is 240 feet high and 50 
feet in diameter, and carved all over with sen- 
tences from the Koran, each letter a yard high, 
and the letter again interlaced and orr^,mented 
with carved flowtjrs and garlands ; it is between 
six and seven hundred years old, and looks as if 
it were finished yesterday, and it stands in a 
mlderness of imins, carved gateways, and marble 
tombs, one more beautiful than the other. 

They say that the man who Jmilt it meant it 
for one minaret of a mosque — ii mosque, foil 
are to understand, always possessing two^mina- 
rcts and three domes. But as some say Kootub 
himself built this, and others say tliat a par- 
ticular emperor called Alexander II. has the 
merit of it, and as nobody k^iows whethei; there 
ever were a Jvootfib or an Alexander II., I 
think ^ it is just possible that , we do not know 
what a. man who never was born meant to make 
of a building that never was built. , As it stands 
it is perfect. We went at six this morning to 
see a 'vjrell into which div/6rs are so good as to 
jump from the height of sixty feet. They seem 
to Ay almost in the air, till thejf nearly reach the 
water, and then they join their feet together and 
go* down straight, * and the water closes over 
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them. But they come up again, do not be 
afraid. 

« We had despatched all our sights before seven, 
and had'^wo hours’ good sketching before break- 
fast, and now it is as hot as. ever I felt it in 
Bengal. 

Delhi, Friday, Feh. 25. 

Yesterday morning we found there was so 
much to do and to finish, that we settled to stay 
on here till Saturday, and to commit the sin for 
Hie first time of marching on Sunday as WQ have 
not a'day to spare. The heir-apparent of Delhi 
has been coaxed, or threatened into waiting on G., 
so there was a second durbar to be held to-day, 
and when it came to the time, the prince had 
taken, tp his bed, ^ and had sent for thirteen 
doctors to say he was too ill to come. However, 
he changed his mind again and came, and jn Hie • 
meanwhile, half our troops who were out^for the 
durbar were ..fainting away from the heat. Jp. 
the afternoon G. had to go and return the 
visits of the Rajahs in the neighbourhood, and 
we went to see Humayun’s tomb, about six miles 
oflF, where we fueant to sketch till G. came, 
but it turned out a failure after all we had 
heard of it. 
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However, there were some beautiful white 
marble tombs in the neighbourhood, carved like 
Jace; and then we went to another well, qp 
rather tank, entirely surrounded by ^Uiosques 
and buildings, on the roofs of which divers were 
all waiting to jump. We implored and begged 
they would not take us for the Lord Sahib, and 
take the fatal ^plunge in our honour, and the 
guards went and pushed the crowd off, and 
declared the Lm'd Sahib was coming, and we 
sat down and sketched, and at last, just as -»,rc 
were giving him up, he and all his people 
arrived, and the divers all bounded off. Some 
of them jumped from a height of eighty feet, 
clearing several buildings in their way. It is 
much the most curious sight I have seen, and 1 
now* cannot guess why they 4id not tumble head 
^ over heels twenty times before they reached the 
water. In the evening we went to a nautch at 
Colonel Skinner^s. Ilis house is fitted up in the 
native fashion, and he had all the best singers 
and dancers in Dplhi, and they acted passages 
out of Vishnu and Brahma’s lives, and sang 
Persian songs which I thought made a very 
ugly noise, but Mr. B., who speaks Persian 
as fluently as English, kejpt saying ‘ Well, this is 
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really delightful — this I think is equal to any 
European singing — in fact, there is nothing 
like it.’ 

Thery is nothing like it that I ever hea-rd 
before, bjit certainly the words, as ho translated 
them, were very pretty. One little fat nautch 
girl sang a sort of passionate song to G. 
with little meaning smiles, whicli^ I think rather 
attracted his lordship, and I thought it might 
be too much , for him if I forwarded to him 
M-l’. B.’s translation. ‘I am the ^)ody, you 
are tlve soul : we may be parted here, but let no 
one say we shall be separated hereafter. My 
father has deserted me, my mother is dead, I 
have no friends. My grave is open, and I look 
into it ; but do you care for me?’ The dancing 
is very slow and very dull, but t]ie dresses and 
ornaments arc beautiful. 

Saturday, Feb. 20. 

We had' a melancholy catastrophe last night. 
There has been a great deal of pilfering in the 
camp the two last days, which has been the case 
with every great camp near Delhi, and our 
peoj^le were unkickily more awake than usual. 
A thief was seen running off with one of the 
servants’ cooking pots, and pursued. A syce 
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of Mr. T. caught hold of him. The thief 
turned round and stuck his knife into the man 
and killed him on the spot. He was defid 
before they could even fetch Dr. D. The 
thief is faken, t)ut nobody is ever hanged in 
this country. Mr. T., who has been agent 
here for twenty -two years, takes it as a personal 
affront tliat Wi should have been robbed in his 
district, though I should liave thought the affront 
lay the olher way. 

Piiniput, Fol). Ss. 

Delhi turned out a veiy unwholesome^ place. 
All the servants have bc^eii taken with attacks 
of fever and sickness ; t]ic‘- sudden liot days after 
the cold weatlier disagre^e with them. Our 
camp has grown much largj^r. There ;ir^^. more 

hangers-on. #Mrs. has taken charge of a 

little ^ niece and two ncpliews who lost their 
motliei* suddenh^, and she is taking them up to 
the hills — 1 never saw sucli sickly little tilings. 
I see another little European girl every morning 
on the, line of march, who has evidently no- 
body but bearers to take charge of her, probably 
going up to a scliool at Miissoofie, where parents 
who are too poor to send children home now 
send them. 1 forget whether I told you a story 

VOIv. T. 


L 
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Mr. T. told me about tlie way in which cliildren 
travel here, and which strikes me as very shock- 
ing and would j^i'obably strike you more. I 
believe \ have told it to you twice already in 
hopes of making your motherly hair stand on 
end. He said a j^alaiiquin was brought to his 
house containing three little children, a little 
girl nine years old and two smaller brothers. 
Tljey were going up to Mussoorie, had been 
' travelling three , days, and had al)out a week’s 
more journey. They had not even their nanies 
writtcii on a piece of paper, or a note to the 
magisti’ates of the district, but were just passed 
on from one set of be.a;’crs to the other. You 
know the bearers are changed every eight miles 

like so .many pos^ liorsc's, and it constantly 

% 

ha])pens on a dak journey that the bearers get 
tired, or the fresh set are not at their posts, and 
the palanquin is put down on the^ road and the 
traveller left, to help himself. The bearers who 
brought these children to Mr. T.’s, said they 
thought the children Avere tired, and so they had 
brought them to an Ituropean house for a rest. 
Mr. T. had tlicm Avashed and dressed, and 

fed them and kej)t them half a day, Avhen he was 

*• • 

obliged to send them aAvay for fear they should 
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lose tlieir duk. He said they were very shy, 
and would hardly speak, but he made out their 
names and gave tlicin notes to other magistrate's, 
and some months afterwards he saw them at 
school at MusscMDrie; but it is an odd way of 
scalding cliildren to school. I should like to see 
you ])acking off your three youngest boys for 
the chances o'i' tliese naked half savaa’cs takinj; 
them and feeding them and looking after them 
on the road, without even a servant to attend tc/ 
tliiiin. . 

When we came into camp this morifing we 

found Mr. , whose turn it had been to come 

on with the guard of hojiour, perfectly desperate. 
His tent had l)een entirely stripped in the night, 
he^and his bearers remaiyiing in a .p^iofound 
sleep while the thieves cut airay entirely one 
side of the tent, and carried *off over his head 
a large canml-trunk and ail his other boxes, 
with his sword, gun, and jastols. It was a 
sad loss for a poor lieutenant in the army, 
but luckily the ])olicc recovered most of his 
things in the course of the day, except, as he 
says with a most sentimental sigh, ‘ a few 
rings of no value in themselves, but of value 
to* j7ie, and a few chits. ^ The ^:nagistratc, 
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Mr. , treats with the greatest contempt 

the idea of recovering any sentimental goods. 
‘I' assure you/ he says, ‘the deceits at Pamiy- 
put have no idea of sentiment.’ Probably not — 

but that does not console Licyit. for the 

loss of his chits. 

Kurnaul, March 2. 

We arrived here yesterday; »a great ugly 
scattered cantonment, all barracks, and dust, 
sand guns, and^ .soldiers; and G. had* a levee 
in tiie morning, and we were ‘ at home ’ in the 
evening; and the officers of four regiments, witli 
their wives and daughters, all came and danced. 
The fashions are even ^ again behind those of 
Delhi. Mrs. V. appeared in a turban made 
I thinlf. qf stamped /;in moulded into two fans, 
from which descended a long pleurcuse feather 
floating over some very full sleeves. M;'s. . Z. 
did not asj)ire to anything fanciful, but was 
simply attired in a plain coloured gown made 
of a very few yards of sarcenet. We arc going 
to dine with the General to-day — a dinner of 
sixty people. 

Yesterday as *we were stepping over the 
street to luncheon, there appeared an interesting 
procession of tired coolies calTying ' boxes— Our 
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English boxes that had come plodding after us 
from Allahabad. I was in hopes Mr. D.’s 
bonnets would have come out of one of thehi, 
but we heard in the evening that they are at 
least a month off, and in the meantime the 
unpacking of these was immense fun. There 
were two boxes of books, and I had just come 
to an end oP the last set, and now there is 
Mrs. Gore’s ‘ Stokeshill Park,’ and ‘ My Aunt 
Dorothy,’ and some French noVcls, and, above* 
all,, dear Charles Lamb’s letters, which I have 
been sighing for and have begun upon instantly. 

I cannot imagine what number of hill-bearers will 
ta^vc our goods up to % Simla. Major J. has 
written for 1,500, and tliey are already at work 
taking tlie first division of g^ods up. Our camp 
will breakup almost entirely in a few days. We 
thfec,»with two aides-dc-camj), the doctor, and one 
secretary, are^oing through the Dhopn, a sort of 
route that will not admit of a large party. It is 
a very pretty road and likely to be cooler than 
the actual plains. 

The rest of the camp and most of the servants 
will pr^rsuc the straight road. I long to get 
into the hills more ^ than ever. It is grown so 
very hot now, quite as bad as Calcutta in May. 



150 


UP THE COUNTRY. 


I believe we shall not be able to take Wright 
and Jones this route, which will make them very 
uriliappy. St. Cloup told me yesterday that he 
had at last had a letter from Madame St. Cloup, 
which had made him very happy, and that she 
was in an excellent place Avith a relation of ours. 
Poor woman ! she little knoAvs Avhat a fliitliless 
man he is. IIoAveA^er, he bought*^ her a beauti- 
ful gold chain at Delhi, and he said that noAV 
die had had this* letter, he had ‘quelque envie de 
lui acheter dos boucles d^oreilles,^ but that, he 
thought it Avould be better to take them home. 
It Avould make her more glad to see him. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Canip^ Kurnaul, March 5 1838. 

It goes mn^h ngaiiist the grain 'with me 
to begin a frcsli journal on half a sheet, 
but it iil an odd time for writing, so I musl^ 
take what I can* get and be thankful. •The 
things are all put away lor the night* under 
the sentries. G. is sitting down to a dinner 
of forty men in red coats, ‘ fathers and mothers 
unknown.’ F. AV. and I have devoured such 
small cheer as St. Cloup would allow the 
kitmutgar to .pick uj) from the butside of the 
kitchen at an early hour. ^ AV. 0. is this 
moment gone off for his three Peeks’ tiger- 
shooting ; and now there is just one Lour before I 
need dress for the station ball, so that I devote to 
writing to you. AVe could not help laughing at 
our private dinner, considering what p^ ople say 
of the luxuries of, the East, raid of the state in 
which the Governor- General lives. The dinner 
was very good, thanks to its being slolen from St. 



162 


UP THE COUNTRY. 


Cloup’s best company preparations ; but we were 
in a small empty tent, lighted up by two candles 
and one night-lamp. The whole number of 
leaves of the dining-table were apparently 
wanted in the large tent, for ^they had given 
us a borrowed camp-table, two very dirty 
deal boards, covered with the marks of old 
slops, and of tlie rounds of glasscf^. I am sure 
at any of the London gin-palaces the scavengers 
^ould have grun^bled at the look of it ; and our 
threb coffee-cups, with a 2>hxtc of biscuits for 
Chance*- in the centre, did not look handsome. 
The purdahs were all up, as the evening is 
hot, so outside we had a good view of the kettle 
boiling for tea on some sticks of charcoal, and 
the begrqrs washin^y up tJie dirty plates and 
keeping the pariah dogs from helping thernselves. 
W.'s dhoolie, a ‘Sort of bed on poles,, wus 
waiting for him in the distance, with tw(? irre- 
gular horsemen for an escort. Altogether, I 
think a Blackhcath gipsy would have sneered 
at us; but otherwise, nothing was absolutely 
wanting. I came back to. my tent meaning to 
write to you, but found, as I told you, every- 
thing whisked off, except one table and my sofa ; 
and that has now been carried away to server as 
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a bed for a Mr. , who has come d^ik sixty 

miles on some business with G. 

I can hardly write because I am in the middle 
of ‘ Lamb’s Life and Letters ’ — such a nice book ! 
I quite dread going on with it for fear of finish- 
ing it. It sometimes does almost as well as 
you to talk with for five minutes. I like the 
way in wliicl? he goes on revelling in a bad 
joke, making nonsense by the piece, •and there 
are such good little bits of rc4it feeling. ‘ All* 
about you is a thrcadJmre topic. I have worn 
it out with thinking; it has come to md when 
I have been dull with anything, till my sadness 
hi}^ seemed more to have come from it, than to 
have introduced it. I Avant you, you don’t 
know how much.’ Such v jcAvel of a man to 
have pm,t that* into Avords, and it is so true! I 

often iind myself saucing up my distaste for the 

% 

present with jegret for the past, and §o disguising 
a. little discontent Avith a great deal* of sentiment ; 
but yet that is rather untair too, for I really 
should not mind India if you and three or four 
others were here. The discontent Avith it arises a 
great d§al from Avaht of the old familiar friends. 
However, Ave have at last done two, years of it. 
I believe it has taken us forty SJnglish years to 
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do these two Indian ones; but still it shows 
what time and longevity will . effect. Mr. Y. 
brought rather an interesting individual to my 
tent this morning, a Christianised Indian ; he 
has been a strict Christian for nearly twenty- 
three years, and last 3'ear the r>isho[) ordained 
him. He was a Brahmin of the highest class, 
and is a very learned man. I askeVl him how his 
conversion* began, whether from discontent with 
Iiis own belief, or from the persuasions of others; 
and he said he was dissatisfied with his own 
superstitions, and got a copy of Henry Martyn^s 
translation of St. John, and then of the Acts, 
and then went back to the rest of the Bible. 
Mrs. Sherwood, who lived at Meerut, was 
afterwrrJs his chief, instructress, and he speaks 
of her ivith the greatest gratitude. He keeps 
a school now, which is attended by about fol-ty 
children, but he does not think he has male any 
real converts; I wish he could have spoken 
English : I wanted to know more about it all. 
He was here a long time, and I did rather a 
highly-finished picture of him, thinking the old 
Bishop would like it. He is rather lik(? Sidney 
Smith blackened, and laughed about as heartily 
as Sidney would have done at his own picture. 
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Tuesday, March G. 

We went to our ball last night — it was 
pretty ; the room was hung round with sucli 
profusion of garlands and a sort of stage, on 
which there wer^ green arches decked out with 
floAvers; but ivhat particularly took my fixncy 
Avas a set of European soldiers dixessed up for 
the night as fdbtmen, real red pi ash tromers^ AAdtli 
blue coats and red collars, and AA^hitc cotton 
stockings, and ]}OAA^dered heads,. tfrid they carried* 
about trays of tea and ices. After the turbaned 
heads and ‘the trash and tiffany,’ as HooSv says, 
with which we are surrounded, you cannot 
cojiceive what a pleasant hlnglish look this gave 
to the room. Such fat, rosy English footmen! 
It is. very odd hoAV sometimes the suddrni* recur- 
rence of some common English custom shows 
the unnatural state of things in* Avhicli Ave live — 
that lAcd plijsh! it was just like, Kousseau’s 
‘•Voila dc la pervcnche,’ only ^ot quite so 
romantic. To-day, before I Avas dressed, Itosina 
said that G.’s nazir Avanfed to speak to me, 
and I found him in my tent at the head of at 
least a, hundred yards of ‘trash and tiffany,’ 
come to hope I Avould ask my lord to stay 
another day, as to-morroAv is tlje great Mussul- 
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man holiday — they call it their Buckra Eed, or 
sounds to that effect ; and it is, in fact, a com- 
rntiji noration of Abraham offering up Isaac, only 
they do it in honour of Ishmael. Nothing can 
be more inconvenient, but 1 never can refuse 
the nazir anything, he looks so timid and 
gentlemanlike ; so I Avent to G. with the 
deputation, and Ave have altered ‘'"all our plans, 
and may have to march on Sunday to make up 
♦for it. A sliocking sacrifice of Christianity to 
Mahomed an ism ! only, as I said before, I cannot 
refuse Hhe nazir; and also, the servants have 
in general borne the march very well, and 
deserve some consideration. We have Avritten 
iiOAv to revive a play the privates of the Artil- 
lery had .wanted to ^ct, and which A\"e had. de- 
clined for want of time to go and see it. 


Camp, one march from Kurnaul, Thuj’sday, Mci’ch 8. 

I took Mrs. A. out in the carriage on 
Tuesday CA^ening, and after I had taken her 
home, I Avas caught In a regular storm of dust, 
what they call a dry storm here, much Avorse than 
a thick London iog. The syces Avalked before 
the horses feeling their Avay, and hallooing 
because the postdions could not see them ; and 
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as it was, I came in at the wrong end of the 

f 

camp with the syces missing. W. tried to go 
out to dinner, but could not find his way. 

W c went to the play last night, ‘ Tekeli,’ and it 
really was wonderfully well acted. They did 
much better than the gentlemen amateurs at 
Meerut, and, except that tlie heroines were six 
feet high and ^lieir ])ink petticoats Iiad not more 
than tlirec breadths in them, the whole thing 
was well (lone : the scenery and ^decorations were • 
excellent, and all got up by the privates. Tiicre 
was one man who sang comic songs in a» quiet, 
dawdling way that Matthews could not have 
surpassed. It was all oyer by nine o’clock. We 
marched very early this morning, as it was a 
sixteen miles’ march, which is always q t^dal to 
the servants and to the regiment, * the sun is so 
' hot iipw after eight. The sergeant who sends 
back :^gports of the road the evening before, 
always writes them in rather a gi*and style, and he 
put down to-day : ‘ First and second mile good ; 
at the third mile, bridge over the canal which re- 
quires the greatest prepaution, the roaring duices 
may alarm the horses.’ I wish J^ou had seen the 
‘roaring sluices,’ something like the cascades we 
used to build when wc were children in the ditch 
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at Elmer’s End, but hardly so imposing. Sergeant 

e 

is so unused to the slightest inequality either 

of land or water, that it astounds him. The 
servants enjoyed their holida}- thoroughly. They 
all put off their liveries and wept round the camp 
to make their little compliments, wliich they do 
in very good taste, and the old khansamah made 
a sort of ch(ypel of the hangingf^ of tents, and 
there was one of their priests in the centre 
a reading tlie Ko^'an, and l)etween four and five 
hundred of tlicm kneeling round, all looking so 
white^ind clean in their muslin dresses. I really 
think they arc veiy good people, they are so very 
particular about their prayers. 

Friday, March 0. 

AVc^liad our overland packet of December 27 
yesterday. There never Avas anything so praise- 
Avorthy as the regularity of that Ovei'land MaiD 
lately, but Avliere are your letters ? XqP 
send them to China Avith directions to climb ovpr 
the Avail and post on to Simla, or to ‘ try New 
South Wales, or Tartary.’ I heard from R. 
and M. and L. all up to Christmas, and 
you are ^till at 'August 5th. It is very odd, 
because I ain confident you write, but I should 
lilve to know w]iat^ you write. We have Ij^card 
from Mr. D. much later than from you. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

h>{iliai*iiijpor(‘, Sumlay, March 11, 1838. 
Tins is a small station, only tAV'^o ladies, one of 
Avliom is ]\Iis?> T. ; slie came out last year to 
join a brother here, Avho is quite de]i^i>hted to 
have hei’,*an(l she seems very cijr/tented Avith her* 
quiet life, but everybody is (‘.ontented Avith their 
stations at the foot of the hills. Tlity stay the 
cold season lu^re, and in tAvelvc hours up to 
JMussoorie, Avlierc most of tliem have their 
regular cstablislied liomes, so they escape all hot 
Aveatbcr. Miss T. ‘and her brother .aijd the 
other Saharunpoi*e gentlemen came out to meet 
uSf ajid G. and I sto])ped* at Captain C.’s 
to see immense collection of fossils, all prov- 
ing that our elephants of the prescjit day Avere 
‘ little Chances ’ of the olden time. G. had 
a durbar, and in the afternoon avc went to the 
Botanical Gardens, AAjhich are very sh*ady and 
nice, and we sent the band tliere as the Saha- 
runporites do not often hear music. It is a 
pr(!tty little station. 
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Kcrni, March 15. 

G. lias been out tiger-hunting from the 
tvo last stations. They never had a glimpse of 
a tiger, though here and there they saw the 
footprints of one. One of the dnys the ther- 
mometer was at 90° in our tents, but G. stayed 
out the whole day, and said he did not feel the 
heat. 

Mussoorie, Sunday, March 18. 

On Thursda}^ evening we went on t6 Deyrah, 
too'iate to see anything, but Friday morning the 
beauty of the Himalayas burst upon us. We 
were encamped just under the mountains, too 
much under tliem to see the snowy range, but 

I 

still nothing could be more beautiful than the 
first view of the range, and no wonder one hates 
plains. Colonel . had us out early in the 
morning to see., his little Ghoorka regiment, 
manoeuvre. "Most of the men are about ;(ive feet 
six, with little hands and feet in proportion. 
All the mountaineers are very small creatures, 
but they make excellent little soldiers; and the 
Ghoorkas beat our troops at this spot twenty-five 
years ago, and killed almost /ill the officers sent 
against them. Now they are our subjects they 
fight equally well for us, and were heard to 'say 
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at Bhurtpore that they really thought some of our 
soldiers were nearly equal to themselves. They 
look like little black dolls. They are quite i:yi- 
like natives. There is a regular fool attached 
to the regiment, who had stuck a quantity of 
mid flowers in liis helmet, and came up and 
saluted G. with a large drawn sword in a most 
ridiculous mafaner. After that we went to see 
a Sikh temple, where tliere was a great festival, 
and about a liundred fakcers, the most horrid-, 
looking, monsters it is possible to see. "Ifliey 
never wear any clothes, but j^owder therjiselves 
all over with white or yellow powder, and put 
red streaks over their faces. They look like the 
raw material of so many Gjumaldis. At eleven, 
the two ladies and flve gentlemen of the station 
came to visit as; and at fotir, G.*and I set off, 
undev Colonel Y.\s auspices^ to see a cavern 
that h^s just been discovered about four miles 
Irom this, and which was found ,out in a very 
odd way. One of the soldiers had murdered his 
havildar out of jealousy, and escaped, and was 
taken, after a fortnight's search, in this cave, nearly 
starved to death. , It is just* the place where 
Balfour of Burley would have hid himself. I 
haVe not enjoyed a drive so m^ch for ages, and 
VOL. 4. u 
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it was through such a beautiful country — such 

% 

hills and valleys ! I wish we might settle at 
Deyrah for the rest of the term of our transpor- 
tation. One of the worst parts of this journey 
is that we never can go even two yards from the 
camp without an officer with G. on account 
of the petitioners. When we got near the cave 
we found Colonel Y., Dr. G/, and Captain 
M. at the entrance of a dark grotto, through 
which a stream was running. ‘ Nothin^ to walk 

« O c? 

thrbugh,’ Colonel Y. said, ‘ not more than ,two 
feet deep, or two feet and a half at most,’ and 
so in they all went; but my bearers luckily 
declared they could capy the tonjaun through, 
and they contrived it, though sometimes one 
tumbled down, and then another, and I had 
once to sit *at the bottom of 'it to^ prevent 
my head being knocked off by the rocks. * It* 
was a beautiful cavern about 500 yards l^Jng, and 
at the other jend there was a tent, where G. and 
Colonel Y. had wisely established dry clothes, 
but the others who had not taken this precaution 
were glad to gallop home fxs fast as they could. 

Yesterday wc*’started at half-past five in the 
carriage, came five miles to the foot of the hills; 

4 • 

then the gentlemen got on the ponies, . and 
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F. and I into our jonpauns, whiph might 
just as well be called tonjauns — ^they aye the 
same sort of conveyances, only they swing aboil t 
more and look like coffins. The mountaineers 
run up the hilL% with them in a wonderful 
manner. We were two hours going up preci- 
pices, which, as Vivian Grey says, ‘were com- 
pletely perpciuJicular, but with perhaps a slight 
incline inwards at the bottom,^ and then we 
reached Colonel G.’s bungalow * at Mussoorie. 
8uch a view on all sides of it ! Nothinjf' could 
be grander — good fires burning — and af nice 
sliarp wind blowing. Pleasant! 

We found our BengaJlee servants, who had 
come on the day before, very miserable. They 
had slept in the o])en air and were starved with 
the cold.^and were so afraid o^ the precipices that 
•they oould not even go to ^the bazaar to buy 
food. d.are^ say to people who have never even 
• seen the smallest rise in the ground, not even a 
molehill, these mountains must be very terrific. 

While she was dressing me, Posina was mimick- 
ing F.’s jemadar, whoy is in a particular state of 
fear. ‘ ''^here was poor Ariff, he buy great stick, 
and he put stick ojht^ so, and then he put his foot 
by it, and then he say, Oh ! what me, do next. 
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me tumblf if me move me stick, or me foot.’^ ’ 
I thought we should have been alarmed by what 
Miss T. said of her fears, but we went out 
on our ponies in the evening and cantered along 
the paths quite easily, though ,it is ugly looking 
down. One stumble, and horse and all must 
roll down out of sight. But, to be sure, hoAV 
beautiful the hills arcl I am (iertain I shall 
grow strong again in a week at Simla, and as for 
ever being well An the plains, that is an evident 
impos'sTuility, so far as I am concerned. ‘ 


Mussoorie, Monday, March lU. 

We went to the little Mussoorie church yes- 
terday morning. The bearers arc steady men, I 
have fUo doubt, but still 1 wish they Avould not 
race with each other; for at the sharp corners 
where they try fo jpass, the outer jon 2 :)aun'^ hangs' 
over the e^ge, and I don’t altogetlier likf. it. In 
the afternoon we took a beautiful ride up to > 
Landour, but the ^^aths are much narrower on 
that side, and our courage somehow oozed out ; 
and first we cdm(d to a place where they said, 

‘ This was where j^oor Mapr Blundel^ and his 
pony fell oyer, and they we'^e both dashed to 
atoms ,’ — ^nd tl^to there was a board stuck, in a 
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tree, ‘ From this spot a private in the Cameronians 
fell and was killed.^ Just as if there were any 
use in adding that he was killed, if he fell — any- 
body might have guessed that. Then , who 

lived up here for three years, said he would take 
us home by a better path, and unluckily it was a 
worse one, and we had to get off our ponies and 
lead them, an^l altogctlier I felt giddy and 
thought much of j^oor Major Blundell ! But it 
is impossifile to imagine more bepatiful scenery. 
Thi§ morning we went to breakfast withJ0(5loncl 
M. and saw the wliole ext(‘nt of the f»nowj^ 
range, and very fine it is. It is a clever old 
raiT^c to have kept itsejf so clean and white 
for 5,000 years. As we came back we met 
Mars, who is quite happy here, with ArifF after 
him. I asked ’him what h(| was ’ doino;. ‘Je 
•vettfc fvbsolumcnt faire nionter ce pauvre ArifF 
1^ haut/; — ‘ Do you like goii^g, ArifF?’ I said. — 
^ ‘ No, ladyship.’ — ‘ Don’t you think tjie hills very 
beautiful?’ — ‘No, ladyship, very shocking;’ 
and he made a face of such utter nausea it was 
impossible to help laugljing. Mars’^aid afterwards 
that ArifF flung himself on th(f ground and de- 
dared nothing sho^d induce him to take another 
step*.^ Myjemadarmi coiisequence\was particularly 
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puffed up about it, though I believe he disliked his 
walk quite as much. ‘ I been to the Hospital, been 
to Macdonald Sahib, been everywhere where 
ladyship has been. Poor ArifF, he fear much !’ 
and he walked out with a sniile of self-compla- 
cency at his superior courage. 


Raj pore, Weejnesday, March 21. 

We came down from Mussoorie Monday after' 
noon with groat success, but the change in an 
hoiii fiy^m cold to heat made us all deaf. to begin 
with,tand half the servants were sick, and in the 
middle of the night I took one of my attacks of 
spasms. I always think Dr. D. in his heart 

r 

must wish that they would liegin twelve hours 
sooner.^ He always has to get up at one in the 
morning, and the ipasm lasted t'ill past three — 
such an inconvenient time when we Ii/ive, to 
march at lialf-past'five. I really thought this 
time I shoul/i not have been able to go on, but 
somehow it always can be done when it cannot 
be helped ; and as all the tents were ready at the 
next station, L went for t|ie first time in a palan- 
quin — it saves the trouble of dressing, and I just 
moved from the bed into it. G. went out shooting 
again this morning on positive information *of a 
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tigress and three cubs, but as usual they could not 
be found. However, they have had some very 
good shooting. 

Thursday, March 22. 

We had a great deal of rain last night; and so 
when we came to cross the Jumna this morning it 
was not fordable, and there never was such a mess 
— only three ba^ats for all our camp. Two poor 
men were drowned in the night trying to swim 
over, and one or two camels werp carried away, ^ 
but found again. Then the road was the 

carriage was not available, and I came part^of the 
way on the elei)hant, which, as I was not strong, 
shook me to atoms. Wc crossed at last, and 
then it appeared that everytliing had been 
drenched in the night, and there Avas not a bed 
nor a sofa to lie^ doAvn on. Luiikily, Kosina lent me 
, hej* charpoy, a sort of natiA^ cpuch, and Dr. D. 
got a medicine chest, and g\ve me? some lauda- 
num, and noAV I am better again ; but of all the 
troubles in life for ‘ an ailing body,’ I think a 
march the most complete. It is a pouring day, 
but luckily very cool., Chance has been very ill 
for the last week, ^and I have made him over 
to-day to the surgeon of the body-guard, Avho has 
bled him, and sgys he can cure, him.’ 
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Friday, March 23 . 

We must luckily halt here three days, for half 
the people and things are still on the other bank. 
I am better to-day, and Chance is in a more 
hopeful state. As you will hear from us several 
times by the overland packet before this comes 
to hand, I may as well send this off without 
coming to the interesting crisis of /Chance’s fate; 
but as the inflammation in his dear little chest is 
, supposed to bccsubdued, you may feel "tolerably 
easy' ' d .as usual, wind up witli the observation 
that ypur last letter was dated August 5 — seven 
months and three weeks old. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Camp, Naliun, March 26, 1838. 

I SENT off rijiy last journal from Rajgliaut, 
March 23. We got all our goods over the river 
on Fridtly evening, and inarched. Saturday, 24th. 
The regiment and tlie cavalry went tlm^^tvixight 
road, and wc made an awfully long inarch of seven- 
teen miles towards the hills. It Avas the last day 
of the dear open carri.age, which has been the 
only comfort of my life in this march. Nothing 
is so tiresome as all the miserable substitutes 
for it — three miles of ejephant and four of 
tgnjaun, and then a poijfy. , Both men and 
cattle get so tired in a longj march, or Avhen they 
are employed every day. The road is very 
pretty all tlirough the Dhoon, and much cooler 
than the plains. Chance is better, thank you. I 
knew you would fccjl anxious about him. His 
constitution is dreadfully Indianised; but perhaps 

I 

the hills, and a judicious change of diet, may be 
of use. Howejfer,’ he is done^ for as an English 
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dog ; he is just the sort of dog you see at 
Cheltenham. 

yife came up to Nahun yesterday morning by 
means of elephants and jonpauns. The road 
was very steep, but nothing like that toMussoorie. 
The Rajah of Nahun met us at the last stage, 
and came up the hill with us to-day. lie has 
his palace at the top, a sort of Jtill fort, and 
about 100 soldiers — imitations of our soldiers — 
and a band of jnountaineers, who placed ‘ God 
save tko^Queen ’ with great success. He ^is one 
of the l^est-looking people I have seen, and is a 
Rajpoot chief, and rides, and hunts, and shoots, 
and is active. Nothing can be prettier than the 

r 

scenery, and altogether Nahun is the nicest 

residence 1 have seen in India; and if the rajah 
* * . * 
fancied an English rdnec, I know somebody who 

would be very happy to listen to his proposals. 
At the same* time, /chey do say that the hot 
winds sometimes blow here and that his moun- 
tains are not quite high enough; and those 
points must be considered before I settle here. 
This morning /vve have bpen to see the palace, 

.V 

which is an odd collection, of small rooms, 
painted and gilded in curious pa'tterns — of course, 
no tafoes atid chairs; and indee\ the only piece 
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of furniture in the house was an English barrel- 
organ, and in one of the rooms downstairs there 
was a full-grown tiger, tolerably tame, and a 
large iron pot full of milk for his dinner. 


Naramgliur, March 28. 

We rejoined the other camp this morning. 
We came dc^vn the mountains from Nahun on 
Monday afternoon with great success as far as 
we weie concerned, but a gr^at many of the 
camels suffered from it, and we passed ^weral 
utterly unable to move. G. and I rode ^ the last 
five miles. By remaining at Nahun till the 
afternoon, we reduced ourselves to one tent — 
all the others were obliged to go on for to-day’s 
use, and there is something particularly uncom- 
fortable in a*general tent. ^ 

^ One chair and table G. at one end, with 
a supply of office boxes, ^wo sofas for F. and 
me, with a book a-piece, and two cane chairs 
for A. and B., each pretending to read, but 
looking uncomfortable and stiff*. I missed my 
old parasol about three days ago, and discovered 
to-day that Jimmund had applied to my jemadar 
for it, because hf/ thought Chance’s ailments were 
brought on the sun j an^ Wright slys she 
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passed him to-day marching down the hill -yvith 
Chance in one hand and the parasol held over 
hinj with the other — a pretty idea. This 
morning I came on in the palanquin, a wretched 
substitute for the carriage, but anything is 
better than sitting bolt upright before breakfast — 
in fact, it is quite impossible. 

W. has had great s])ort at last — fw*. least, eveiy- 
body says it is great sport. I cannot imagine 
anything more run 2 )lcasant. They found six 
tigers'^-64 ..once in a ravine. Two charged W./s 
elcphan^, and three General E.^s; one of them 
disturbed a hornet’s nest, and W. says he has 
since taken fifty stings qut of his face. The 
bank of the ravine gave way, and he and his 
elephant came down within a yard of one tiger, 
whicli was ho^fevcr j^oo much wounded to do 
any harm. Altogether the party have killed 
eight, and are Comingp back very much delighted 
with having be^n very nearly eaten up, and then 
stung to death. 

Raeporc, Thursday, March 29. 

Only five more^days. I get such fits of bore 
with being doddled* about for tjiree hours before 
breakfast in a sedan-chair, that have a sort of 
inad 3 nsh to tell the bearers to* tm*n back and ^6 
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home, quite home, all the way to England. I 
wonder if I were to call ‘ coach, ^ as loud as I 
could, if it would do any good. It would.be 
a relief to my feelings. An unfortunate Brah- 
min came to Dr. 1). at Nahun in the most 
horrible state of agony, from that disease of 

which poor Mr. died. Dr. D. had him 

carried down, and yesterday he attempted the 
cure. Anything so horrible as the man’s 
screams I never heard; indeed, -I thought it was 
some animal, and sent out to ask wh^^V v^as the 
matter. It was tlic longest and worst operation 
Dr. D. said he ever witnessed, but the man 
insisted on it. Ilis family have cut him off, but if 
he lives, it Avill be very easy to give him all he 
wants. He is veiy ill and had to be carried on 
thirteen miles in a dhoolieA/ 

^ Friday, Marcli 30. 

That Brahmin is better, -^^nd Dr. D. thinks he 
will live. We had a merancholy letter to-day, 
with an account of poor Mr. S.’s death. He 
died of abscess on the liver — of India, in fact. I 
think his health ha(I begun to fail before we left 
Calcutta, but we had not hce^rd of his being ill 
till a Aveek ago. I am very sorry on all accounts. 
He was an exctvllent man, and very much to be 
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loved ; and then she is left with eleven children, 

c 

of whom three only are provided for. It is 
mc^lancholy to think how almost all the people 
we have known at all intimately have in two 
years died off, and that out of a small society. 
None of them turned fifty; indeed, all but 
Mr. S. between thirty and forty. Mr. C., who is 
with us, was saying yesterday tha# he had been 
stationed a few years ago at Delhi. ‘ I liked it ; 
we were a very large party of young men, but I 
am th<5N.,only survivor,’ and he is quite a. young 
man. 

That Brahmin is very much better, and Dr. D. 

* 4 

has no doubt he will recover. The Brahmins’ 
diet leaves them so little susceptible of fever, that 

4 4 . 

if they do not shik under an operation they recover 
rapidly. G. held sort of durbar to-d^iy, in 
which he gave the sepbadars (or native officers) 
of the regiment which has escorted us, shawls 
and matchlocks, the same to the cavalry, and to 
the native officers of our body-guard. They have 
all conducted themselves ^most irreproachably 
during this long march, and ^they are a class of 
men who ought to be encouraged. There were 
^ about thirty of them in all ; and nj-t the end, aftfer 
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jiimisiiig them and their respective colonels, he 
poured attar on their hands and gave them paun, 
which they look upon as the greatest distincticjn. 
They were extremely pleased, and all our 

servants were quite delighted, and said that 

* 

‘ our lordship was the fii‘st that had ever been so 
good to natives.’ I am glad it went off so well, 
for the idea, between ourselves, was mine ; and as 
there is a great jealousy and great fear about 
liberality* it was disapproved oi\ at fii\st by the^ 
authorities, but G. took to it after a d^jc v/V two, 
and I mentioned it surreptitiously to — 5-, who 
manages that part of the department. G . is quite 
of opinion that there, is too much neglect of 
meritorious natives, and that it is only marvellous 
our dominion over them lias resisted the system 
of maltrcatmiint, which w,is eve^ much more 

0 

thde fa,^hion than it is now. |Ev^n ’now it is very 
painful^ to hear the way in wljlch evfen some of the 
best Europeans speak to those Iliypoot princes, 
who, though we have conquered them, still are 
considered as kings by their subjects, and who 
look like high-caste people. 

Sabat^lioo, Monday, April 2. 

On Saturday evening, at Pinjore, we gave a 

m • 

fafewell dinney to all the cfimp, and went 
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after dinner to some beautiful gardens belonging 
to the Puttealah rajah. He is not here himself, 
but ho had had these gardens lit up for us, and 
the fountains were playing, and all the best 
nautch-girls had been sent from Puttealah, and 
altogether it was a very magnificent fete. 

People may abuse nautching, but it always 
amuses me extremely. The girls hardly move 
about at all, but their dresses and attitudes are 
so* graceful, I like to see them. Their singing 
is drfedful and very noisy. 

We went on to Barr the next afternoon; it 
is such a hot place that we wished to have as 

few hours of it as possible. We found 

nearly exhausted by the labour of passing on 
our goods; every camel trunk takes on an ave- 
rage eight m'en, airf we have several hundred 
camel trunks of st^ res alone. Colonel T., the ^ 
political agent, ha(^, however, arrived .with a 
reinforcement of coolies, and everything was 
progressing. That Brahmin is so much better 
that Dr. D. sent him home from here, and we 
gave him all that he required for his expenses. 
We were called a'c half-past three this morning — 
is not that almost too shocking? human nature 
revolts from sqch atrocities — nnd at four we 
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were all stowed away in our jonpauns and 
jogging by torchlight up some perpendicular 
paths, which might be alarming, but I could r^ot 
keep awake to see. 

We were four hours coming to Sabathoo. 
Colonel T. proviclcd us with a house. We 
liave had sundry alarms that our beds were 
gone straiglit Simla. Some of the servants 
knocked up, but uj)on the whole it has been a 
less alaritiing expedition than Sir G. H. said^ 
we should find it. Colonel T. has asked all 

m 

Sabathoo, consisting of nine individuals, tp meet 
us, which we could have spared, considering we 
arc to be up at half-past three again to- 
morrow. 

Simla, April 3. 

Well, it really is worth aP the trouble — such 
.a l;eautiful place — and our hjusp, that everybody 
has been abusing, only waiting all the good 
furniture and carpets we have brought, to be 
quite perfection. Views only too lovely; deep 
valle3’'s on tlie drawing-room side to the west, and 
the snowy range on the dining-r})om side, where 
my room also is. Our sitting-r(|oms are small, 
but that is all the l(etter in this climate, and the 
two principal rooms are very fine. The climate ! 

VOL. I, N 
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No wonder I could not live down below! We 
never were allowed a scrap of air to breathe — 
ngw I come back to the air again I remember 
all about it. It is a cool sort of stuff, refreshing, 
sweet, and apparently pleasant to the lungs. We 
have fires in every room, and flic windows oj)cn ; 
red rhododendron trees in bloom in every direc- 
tion, and beautiful walks like Jlnglish shrub- 
beries cut on all sides of the hills. Good 1 I sec 
this is to be thp best part of India. 

April 7. 

This must ^:o to-morrow. Simla is still like 
Major Waddel, ‘ all that is bravo, generous, and 
true.’ G, and I took such a nice ride yesterday 
round the highest mountain, to which is given 
the sublime name of Jacko ; but Jacko is a grand 
animal. Yoift may, be quite comfortable about 
our healths here, a'^ far as climate goes; it is^- 
quite perfection, aw'd altogether the Himalayas 
are sweet pretty little hills. I have just un- 
packed your picture, which has been four months 
in a camel trunk, and is more like you than ever. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Simla, (lood Friday, April 13, 1838. 

I HAT) better hiake a bep^iniiiiii^; at last. A heap 
of sea letters came tliis morning, and, amongst 
others, one of your dear hookn Av;lficli I liave been* 
pining -for, and a journal from \L. Ib me, and 
from T. to F., of the 20th of January, and 
Mr. D.’s to me the*, same date; so now I bc^gin to 
kyow all fibout you agmn — your young days of 
1837, and your old age of 1838. 1 begin to 

catcli^an idea of your cliaracter — but thi^^tate of 
confusi<^n I have been in foi. four days between 

•tliesc-two packets! There VaS Miss Ryder the 

. • 

Second reigi^ing in tlie schf^al room, .and I with- 
out an idea whefTier the usurper Oa2)i)lische had 
been dethroned and beheaded, or whether it had 
been a regular succession, a j^atural death of 
(kpplische, and a yoUng Ryd(jr mounting the 
throne ip right of ^er descent. 

Then Charley was going back to Eton. I 
nev^r knew you^ thought of sending him thera at 
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all. I went all about the house, asking about 
him and his school. The old khansamah could 
not recollect ; the jemadar thought it must be 
just what the Lady Sahib thouglit; the aides-de- 
camp would ‘write and ask at once^ (their 
favourite phrase), but still it was not clear — and 
now I have your letter of reasons and intentions. 
Then Newsalls had become ‘hoiife,’ your shell, 
your manor-house, and you had never explained 
, it to me. Now that I see the damask bed-room, 
and the r girls’ rooms, and the library, I am 
better,* though I still think it would have been a 
delicate attention if you had described cursorily 
my room. A southern aspect you will of course 
attend to; 1 shall be chilly! This dear Simla! 
it snowed yesterday, and has been hailing to-day, 
and is now thundei'^ng, in a cracldng, sharp way 
that would be awfifl, only its sublimity as dc-« 
stroyed by the wo^^ldng of the carpenters and 
blacksmiths, 7vlio are shaping v^urtain rods and 
rings all round the house. It has been an immense 
labour to furnish properly. We did not bring 
half chintz enough from* Calcutta, and Simla 
grows rhododer/drons, and pi^es, and violets, but 
nothing else — no damask, no glazed cotton for 
lining, nothing., 'There is a sort^of country cloth 
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made here — wretched stuff, in fact, though the 
colours are beautiful — but I ingeniously devised 
tearing up whole pieces of red and of wdiite into 
narrow strips, and then sewing them together, 
and the effect fey the dining-room is lovely, 
w^hen supported with the scarlet border painted 
all round the cornice, the doors, windows, &c. ; 
and now ever}d)ody is adopting the fashion. 

Another grievance tliat took Wright and me 
by surprise was that, of all our head tailors' 
whom Ave had l:)rouglit from Calcutta, lione had 
ever seen the drapery of a curtain. Bengal has 
no curtains; so Wright had to cut out everything 
h<u.*self. It is in these* fiines of emergency that 
the value of the European servants rises. Giles 


has nailed up every curtain himself.^ G. has made 
over tp#him the care of the garden, and he is 
perfectly happy Avith it, ami in a ^ state of the 
greate«!it importance. ^ I hope we may have rain 
■" to-night, ma’am, and I can bring a few asparagus 
from my garden, and p)erhaps you will just look 
at these tickets. I can managc'^common things, 


but my lord’s hard .names f^ 
puzzle hfe.’ The llitchen gardcr 


flowers quite 
is at least half 


a mile off, down one of the steepost hills, and 
Gil(j5 has been io tell me that unless he ha*s a 



182 


UP THE COUNTBY. 


pony he really cannot be as much in the garden 
as he should wish. Ilis horse was left with 
Webb. I have told him to ride for the present 
a pony that was sent to G. by one of the hill 
rajahs, one of what we in our patois call the 
Mizzer horses, and I fondly hope tliat if old B. 
sees Giles on it, he will roll down a precipice 
with the shock. .He will think ifre are going to 
appropriate the Mizzers. 

This is the ‘fi^st day 1 have been out of my 
room, or hardly out of bed for a week. * 


April 22. 

I am quite well agaiti now, thank you, apd 
have begun riding and walking again, and the 
climate, « the place, and the whole tiling is 
quite delightful, and our poor despised house, 
that everybody al)us<(d, has turned out the \Yonder * 
of Simla. We brought carpets, and chan-deliers, 
and wall shades (the great staple commodity of 
India furniture), from Calcutta, and I have got a 
native painter in) o the house, and cut out patterns 
in paper, which he then, paints in borders all 
round the doori and windows^^, and it makes up 
for the want of cornices, and breaks the eternal 
white walls of .‘these houses. Altogether it is 
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very like a cheerful middle-sized English country- 
house, and extremely enjoyable. I do not mean 
to think about the future (this world's futufe) 
for six months. It was very well to keep one- 
self alive in the pJ^ains by thinking of the moun- 
tains, or to dreain of some odd chance that would 
take one home — there is no saying the odd 
inventions to home that I had invented — but 

now I do not mean to be imaginative for six 

• ^ 

months. 

Kunjtjet Singh wants to sec Dr. D., amd so he is 

to accompany Mr. , W. and M., whft go in 

about a fortnight, to take G.’s compliments, &c. 
I»was asking Dr. 1). A\*ho was to kcej> in our 
little sparks of life while he is away, and he does 
not seem to know yet. 


April 29. 

Thope neycr was such delicious feather, just 
•like Mr. WodefTouse's gruel, ‘ cool but not too 
cool ; ' and there is an English cuckoo talking 
English — at least, he is trying, but he evi- 
dently left England as a cadet.^with his educa- 
tion incomplete, for he cannot get further than 
cuci : — and there is a blackbird singing. We pass 
ouB lives in gardening. We* ride ^down Into^ 
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the valley^5, and make the Syces dig up wild 
tulips and lilies, and they are grown so eager 
abt>ut it, that they dash up the hill the in- 
stant they see a promisingdooking plant, and 
dig it up with the best possible cHect, except 
that they invariably cut off the bulb. It cer- 
tainly is very jjleasant to be in a pretty place, 
with a nice climate. Not that ISvould not set 
off this instant, and go dak all over the hot 
^plains, and thro'agh the hot wind, if I were told 
1 might sail home the instant I arrived 'at Cal- 
cutta pbut as nobody makes me that offer, I can 
wait here better than anywhere else — like meat, 
we keep better here. All the native servan?*^ 
are, or have been sick, and I do not wonder. 
We haye, built twenty small houses since we 
came, and have lodged fifty of our servants in 
these outhouses. ' J^till, there were always * a 
great many Jooking^ unhappy, so I got Jr.to go 
round to all the houses and get me a list of all' 
who were settled, and of those whose houses 
were not built, ayd I found there were actually 
sixty-seven who. had no lodging provided for 
them. I shouldf like to heaK the rowcEnglish 
Servants would have made, and these are not a 
bit more used t© ‘ rough it. Th^jre is not one 
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who has not his own little house at Calcutta, and 
his wife to cdok for him ; so they feel the cold 
and their heljdessness doubly, but they never 
complain. We have got them now all under 
tents, and their fiouses will be finished before 
the rains, but in the meantime I wonder they 
are all so patient. We have given sevei’al 
dinners, and vine dance, which was an awful 
failure, 1 thought, but they say the Simlaites 
liked it. * If so, their manners \vx;rc verv decep-, 
tive. 

Simla, 7. 

We have had tlie Sikh deputation here for 
t«jarly a week. Tlie dlirbar was put off from 
Saturday, as we had on Saturday and Sunday 
two regular hill rainy days, an even dOTWi-pour, 
that was a great trial to the flat mud roofs, and 
a^hidk mist quite up to tlnf windows. It is the 
sort (sf thing that lasts for two months during 
'the rains, but it has no business to* come misting 
into our houses now. However, the clearing up 
on Sunday was worth seeing. -The hills were so 
beautiful and purple., and such • masses of white 
clouds iailing along the valleyit. The Sikh de- 
putation came on Monday. There .are six prin- 
cipal people, one of them a young cousifi of 
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Bunjeet Singh's, and another a fakeer who is 
Euiijeet^s chief confidant and adviser, and a 
defter man. He is dressed outwardly as a fakeer 
ought to be, in coarse, brown cloth; but if that 
opens a little, there is underne^atli a gold dress 
embroidered in seed j^earl. Captain M. and I 
arranged the rooms according to our own fancy, 
and we made out a much better-lbokiiig durbar 
than when takes our house in hand, and de- 

f 

«ecrates it with tigly white cloth, to insure the na- 
tives taking off their shoes. We covered the rooms 
with scnrlet linen, which looked very handsome, 
and equally insured that etiquette, and saved 
the appearance of a drying-ground. It is 
like a common durbar for tributaries, who arc 
dismissed, in five minutes, but this lasted an 
hour. G., in a gilt chair, in the cent]:e, the 
six Sikh chiefs and* Mr. B. at the riglit iianU, ’ 
and all the envoys, forty of them, in fqll drocs and 
solemn silence, in a circle alPround the room,' 
and in the folding-doors between the two rooms 
a beautiful group* of twelve Sikhs, who had no 
claim to chairs, but sat on the floor. And before 
this circle G. ha/5* to talk and to listen«to the 
most flowery nonsense imaginable, to hear it 
translated and retranslated, and,. to vary itrto 
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each individual. It took a quarter of jin hour to 
satisfy him about the maharajah^s health, and to 
ascertain that the roses had bloomed in the 
garden of friendship, and the nightingales had 
sung in the bowers of aflEection sweeter than 
ever, since the two powers had approached each 
other. Then he hoped that the deputation had 
not suffered fibin the rain; and they said that 
the canoj^y of friendship had interposed such a 
thick cloud tliat their tents had remained quite, 
dry, wlirich was touching, only it did ^o happen 
that the tents were so entirely soaked through 
that Runjeet Singh had been obliged to hire the 
jy;ily empty house in Simla for them. Their 
dresses were beautiful, particularly the f^qiiatting 
group in the centre, and it is a great pity there 
was 110^ painter here. 

• Wednesday, May 9. 

W(^ were /it home yesterday evening. I went 
to see Miss it.' in the morning, , and she told 
me that the ladies at Simla liad settled that 
they would not dance, because, the Sikh envoys 
were asked, and they had no id^a of dancing be- 
fore natives. Considering that^we ask forty na- 
tives to every dance we give at Calcutta, and that 
nobody ever jai’es, it was late to^ make -any 
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objection;^ and Miss R. said that she begged to 
say that being in deep mourning, and not 
naturally a dancer, she meant to dance every 
quadrille, if there Avere any difficulty about it, 
just to show Avhat she thought of their nonsense. 
However, tliey all thought better of it before the 
evening. Tlierc Avere only three ladies out of 
the whole society absent, and an* absolute diffi- 
culty about room for the dancers ; and our aides- 
de-camp had qtiije a rest, from the ladies being 
engaged for scA^en or eight quadrilles: The 
Sikhs AVAere very quiet and well-behaved. Tavo of 
them had seen English dancing before, and Avere 
aware that the ladies Aven) ladies, and not nautcb*- 
girls; and I hope they exj)lained that important 
fact to lihp others. If not Ave shall ncA^er knoAv 
it, as there arc hardly any of them that^ speak 
even Hindustani. * I 6Avn, Avhen some of the’ dah- 
cers asked for a Avaltz, which is sel/lom av^com- 
plished, even in Calcutta, I Avas atraid the Sikhs 
might have been a little astonished ; and I think 
Govind Jus gave Golaub Singh a slight nudge as 

General K yhisked past with his daughter ; 

but I dare say ttey thought it pretty. The vic- 
tim G. talked to Ajeet Singh^ viS. Mr. B. all the 
eA^ening, and occasionally I tried a little topic 40 
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help him, but they would not like much talk 
from a woman. The poor ignorant creatures are 
perfectly unconscious what a very superior ar- 
ticle an Englishwoman is. They think us con- 
temptible, if anything, which is a mistake. Mr. 
B. said he had never met with greater quick- 
ness in conversation than in that young Ajeet 
Singh. G. said that he regretted his ignorance 
of their language prevented liis acquiring so 
much information respecting thu maharajah as^ 
he wished, to which Ajeet Singh ans^\ 2 :‘red, that 
the Lord Saliib possessed the key of all ^know- 
ledge in his natural talents and sense. 1 said 
to Mr. !>., ‘ Tell theni tliat you arc, in fact, 
Cord A.’s key of knowledge, as you expound 
every tiling to him.’ He translated this in his 
usual literal way, and Ajeet Singh ^jaid him some 
» comjiUment in return, and ^dded,' ‘ But though 
,the rays of the sun strike the earth, it is from 
Jhe sun itself the beam dra^ws its light.’ 
They are all in a horrid fright of their master, 
which is not surprising. G. asjeed their opinion 
about a boat, one of the beau^tiful snake-boats 
with one hundred rowers whiMi he is going to 

build as a present to liunjeet, and he wanted 

• • 

thfem to say what colours, ornanients, &c., would 
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please him ; but they declined giving any opinion 
on a subject that they had not been instructed 
tofe* speak upon, and Mr. B. said he actually 
heard Ajeet Singh’s heart beat from fear that he 
might be led into any advice that might be 
repeated to liunjeet. Amongst the presents they 
brought there is such a lovely bed, with silver 
posts and legs, and yellow shawl curtains and 
counterpanes, and just the size for our little 
^ rooms at Kensington Gore. They can be had at 
Lahore fpr fifty pounds, and I certainly .mean to 
bring pne home. The silver is laid on very thin, 
and the shawls are not fine shawls, but the effect 
is very pretty. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Friday, May 11, 18;!8. 

We went yestejxlay to the Sikh camp to see their 
troops. W., F. and I went on lirst, for where 
G. comes Vith his tail on there is, such a kicking 
and fighting amongst the horses, that it is not 
pleasant with a thousand feet of precipices on 
one side of the road. G.’s horse was more than 
usually vicious, and cair\e to a regular fight with 
^r G.’s. I Avish everybody Avoid d stick to 
their ponies in this country. The Sikhs had 
pitched a very ])retty shaAvl tent "for us, Avith a 
•silver cliair and footstool the hills 

all round, with the Sikhs’ shoAvy horses and 
^ bright dresses* ^ the foreground, made as pretty 
a picture as it is possible to sqe. Their soldiers 
Avere something lik'e our recruits, I thought, and 
their firing on horseback AA^as ve^ inferior to that 
of the local corps Ave *saw on cHir march. Ajeet 
Singh joined in the firing at a mark, and seemed 
to ?ihoot better than any of his folloAvers, but tljere 
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were always two or three oi them who fired at 
the same time he did, to make things quite cer- 
tain. We had to ride home as hard as we could 
to be in time for a great dinner, and only laid ten 
minutes for dressing. This morning G. had 
another durbar for a farewell to the deputation, 
and for giving presents in exchange of theirs. 
After the Sikhs had retired ther$ were some hill 
rajahs introduced, rather interesting. One was 
the brother of .an cx-rajah, whose cycJ had been 
put out by the neighbour who took his terri- 
tories.^ Another had been detlironed by Gouirib 
Singh, who is one of the most powerful chiefs, 
except llunjcct, and a .horrid character. Hall* 
his subjects are deprived of their noses and ears. 
This poor dethroned man, after a little formal 
talk, suddenly? snatched off his turban and flung 

I 

it at George’s' feet, fund then threw himself , on the. 
ground, begging for assistance to get b{j.ek his 
dominions, lie cried like a-rhaid, and they say,, 
his story is a most melancholy one, but the 
Company are bojind not to interfere. They can 
only give shclteij’ in their territories. 

Monday^ May 14. 

We had such a dreadful sermon at church 
yesterday from , a strange clergyman. Mr. ' Y. 
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always preaches here in the morning, and F. and 
I go in the afternoon to the church, when he has 
generally preached again ; but yesterday this sjck 
gentlemjm took it into his head he was well 
enough to preach. He is rather cracked, I 
should think, thdugh Y.* declares not ; but I 
never will go again when he is to preach. lie 
quoted quantities of poetry, and when he thought 
any of it particularly pretty, he said it twice over 
with the tnost ludicrous actions possible. Then 
he imitated tiui voice with which he supposed 
J.azarus was called to come forth, and which he 
said must have been very loud, or Lazarus would 
not have heard it, and ^ so he hallooed till half 
l^imla must have heard. Then he described an 
angel a])pearing — Si fine trumpeter;’ and he 
held out his -black gown at its fiill extent, to 
sXiow flow the angel’s w^ng^ fluttered. All 
round the church people’s shoulders were shaking 
and their facer hid* and there was one moment 
when I was nearly going out, .for fear of giving 
a scream. It was a most indecent exit at last. 
Even Sir G. K. came out, wij)ii^ his eyes, and I 
came home in one of those fits of laughing and 
crying which we used to have about ‘ Pleasant 
but. not correct,’ or such like childish jpkes 

VOL., I. 
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which always ended by giving you a palpitation. 
W. and Captain M. went yesterday with the 
Sikhs on their way to Runjeet. 


Tuesday, May 17. 

I have had a great <leal to (vrito and to copy 
for G. this week, and am amazingly backward 
in my letters, and I opine it mu^t be the know- 
ledge of that fact which has induced the Bombay 
Government n^t to advertise any ^steamers. 
Monday we had a great dinner. There is a very 

pretty Mrs. up here— a sort of Malibran in 

look, but more regularly pretty, who also dined 
with us. Her husband ^cannot get leave from 
his office, and she is come uj) with two children, 
who look thoroughly Iiidianised. I always think 
those wives wko arc didveii by hoidtli to be so 
many months away^ from their husbanas, a;;^ 
rather in a dangerous situation in this country, 
where women are seldom lefiu tg^ take care of 
themselves; but she seems to be a very nice 
person, and there is something in extreme beauty 
that is very attrf^etive. On Tuesday we dined 
with the Comman«^.cr-in- Chief, in order to attend 
Capt. Q.’s wedding; it was got up wit^ great 
care by the R.’s. It went otT remarkably well-^— 
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Miss S. looked very pretty. Miss R., one 
bridesmaid, is rather handsome, and Miss T., 
the other, is a very handsome girl, but wc/uld 
have looked better if she had not ridden up from 
BaiT (forty-two miles of the steepest hills) with- 
out sto])]ring, whereby the sun had literally 
burnt all the skin otf her shoulders tlirough 
her habit. I Jeiit her a blonde shawl, but it 
could not conceal the state of things. Most 

men talk*of riding twenty miles rin these moun^ 

•# 

tains as. a great feat, and 1 never can understand 
the extraordinary exertions that women, some- 
times make — and without dying of it, too. 

There was no crying, at the wedding, and the 
'}^oung couple went off in two jonpauns, carried 
one after the other. There was no spare house 
in Simla, and tliey had meant to' go into tents, 
.. U^it Capts. N. and M. handsomely offered their 

house, which is the most retired and one of the 

«*• • 

best here. 

Saturday, May 19. 

F. has heard from W., who* had been assist- 
ing at the evening firing at af mark, which is 
a constant practice with the Sfkl^is. Ajeet Singh 

put in one of his spears at forty yards’ distance, 

• • 

aitd another at sixty, and put* a mangoe on* the 



19C 


UP TilE COUNTRY. 


head of one. He fired twenty times without 
hitting either. W. hit the mangoe at the second 
shat, and then hit the other spear three times 
running, and then thought it better to say 
he was tired, and could not shoot any more; 
so the Sikhs all said ‘Wah! Wah!’ and were 
pleased. Dr. D. says the thermometer is at 9G° 
in their tents with tatties, and ou/.side there is a 
perfect simoom. Poor things! it is so pleasant 
here. All Dr.^D.’s medicines and iiis^cruments 
have been stolen from his assistant’s tent. The 
stomach-pump was cut to incces by the thieves — 
such a blessing for Runjeet’s courtiers I He tries 
all medical experiments, on the people about 
him. How they would have been pumped ! 


Simla, Wednesday. 

It appears the joijrnal I sent off to you la^t 
Saturday will 'probably j)ass a month at Bombay, 
where this may still find it. the pleni- 

tude of his power, ordered off a steamer to the 
Persian Gulf, for the Persians are behaving 
very ill to us, anjl the second steamer, which was 
to have supplied<^ its jdace and to have taken 

f . . t 

the overland mail, is disabled. The weather, 
for .Simla,* is wonderfully hot — I should say 
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painfully so, if I did not recollect the plains. 
Dr. D. writes word that in their houses at 
Adeenanuggur (Eunjeet’s abode), with tatties 
and every possible precaution, the thermometer 
ranges from 102° fo 105°. Calcutta never gets up 
to tliat, and then it is comparatively cool there 
at night; whereas, these hot winds are just the 
same all tlirough the twenty-four hours. W. 
does not^nind them — at least, he says anything 
is better than Simla. 


Tlyirsday. 

Our band played again yesterday at their new 
place, and it is a most s^iccessful attempt for the 
good of society, very much aided yesterday by 
the goodness of the strawberry ice. Thc^w^eather 
is so dry and hot that Giles allowed us to have 
TcS many strawberries as coiild ^be picked, as they 
are ^11 dying away. The strawberries here are 
' (j[uite as fine*as in ‘England, but they last a very 
short time. I never saw anything so pretty as 
the shrubs are just now. Both pink and white 
roses in large masses, and sevcrjll other quite new 
shrubs.. When we were riding yesterday we saw 

some coolies in the road with boxes on their 

^ 

h(i^ds, and I ^ said, ‘ Let us -^o to them* and 
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persuade tiiem that one of those boxes is ours ; 
and when we rode up there was one directed to 
G. * We made sure it contained those bonnets of 
Mr. D.'s, which we have been looking for so 
long, but it turned out to be \iooks, and a very 
neat selection — Ernest Maltravers, Tlie Vicar of 
Wrexliil], Uncle Horace, Kindness in Women, 
&c., and some very amusing magaS^ines. 

We had read the Vicar of Wrexliill l^jst week ; 
J[ think it siicH fi clever book, though wicked. 
Those bonnets must come at last. I never se(^ 
those coolies come trotting along, having tra- 
versed half India, unwatched and unguarded, 
without having the greJitcst respect fbi* tliek, 
honesty and perseverance. 'I'hey get about threat; 
rupees pQr month (six shillings), or souKitimes 
four for walking six hundred miles with u heavy 
box on their head^. * 

Saturday, June t). 

We went to the play last night. There is a 
little sort of theaiin3 at Simla, small and hot and 
something dirty, but it does, veiy well. Captain 
N. got up a prospectus of six plays Tor the 
benefit of the starving people at Agra, and 
there was long list of subscril)ers, but then 
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the actors fell out. One man took a# fit of low 
spirits, and anotlicr who acted women’s parts well 
would not cut off his mustachios, and anotlier 
went off to shoot bears near the snowy range. 
That man has been punished for his shilly-shalh^- 
ing; the snow blinded him, and he was ln*ought 
back rolled up in a blanket, and carried by six 
men also neafly blind — he was cntircily so, for 
three days, but has rccovennl now. Altogetlier tlie 
scheme fell to the ground, whjcfi was a pity, 
the subku’i])tions alone would luive CMSured oO/. 
every night of acting to those poor '^^eojde. 
So when the gentlemen gave it up, the ‘ un- 
J•o^Tllanted service ’ said they wished to try. 
The ‘ uncovenaiitcd service ’ is just one of our 
choicest Tndianisms, accompanied Avith. our very 
worst Indian findings . AVc say the words just as 
you talk of the ‘ poor clIimbey-SAVcepers,’ or 
‘ those Avri^tehed scavengers’ — the uncovenanted 
being, in fact, clerks in the public* offices. A^cry 
well-educated, (piiet men, and hiany of them very 
highly paid; but as many of them are half-castes, 
we, Avith our pure .Norman, or Saxon blood, 
cannot really think contemptucjisly enough of 
them. In former dpys they Avere pi;obably a bad 
claiss, but noAV a, great many Eurt)peans have been 



200 


UP THE COUNTRY. 


driven by the failures of the banks here, to take that 
line, and amongst them there are several thorough 
gefitlemen. There were at least fifty of them in 
one camp attached to government, and I never 
saw better behaved people. Some had horses, 
some gigs, and some their nice little wives in 
their nice little palkees; two Avives and two 
families packed uj) together, for 'economy, with 
the two husbands riding by the side of the car- 
triage. And then in the evening we used to hear 
A. and B, , &c., disputing and lamenting that 
they could not allow Mr. V. and Mr. Z., and 
so on, to sit down in their presence. Well! I 
dare say it is all right,* or at least we are aj^l 
equally wrong, for they are not allowed to enter 
Govem^.nent-house; and I sec how it would be 
impossible to ' ask a white Mr. and Mrs.^ Smith, 
though they are* better-looking than half tftir 
people we kpow, without hurting tljc feelirgs of 
a half-black Mr. Biwvn. Even at the theatres'" 
they have distinct places. Now they have 
wisely taken to vlte stage, a great many of the 
gentry were evefi above going to see them act. 
However, we w^nt, and lent them the band, and 
the house was quite full — and they really acted 
remarkably well,' one* Irishman^ in particular. 
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There is a son of Mr. F.’s amongst them. We 
always in camp used to call him Soj)hia; he 
looked like an actress dressed up in men’s 
clothes — little ringlets, and a little tunic, and a 
hat on one side. They have got Sophia to act 
their heroines, and she looks quite at her ease 
j’cstored to her female style of dress, and is, 1 
dare say, equally a good clerk in General O.’s 
(jffice. The play was over soon after ten. 

’■WecliKisilay, June 13. 

m 

The weather is very hot here now,^ much 
liotter than an English summer ; at least nobody 
can go out after sevci\ or before six, and the 
nights are very close; but of course everybody 

says ^it is a most extraordinary season, as they 

• .* 

always do in India. It must end* in rain soon ; 
“ir it docs not, the famine* of. tins unfortunate 
country will be worse than ever* Captain M. 
‘•and Mr. B. Rave both been ill wjth the dread- 
ful heat at Adeenanuggur, and Dr. D. seems 
very anxious to get them aw»y from there. I 
am quite sorry for the Doctor. % He left Ins little 
terrier Jicre at his O’wn housS ; it Avas a jiarticu- 
larly clever little dog, and he doted on it, and 
th^ere is very little doubt ihat it jvas eaten up, but 
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whether by leopard or hyena remains a mystery. 
He will be wretched about it, and it places the 
happiness of the owners of little dogs generally 
on a wretchedly insecure footing. 

We have had a slight disturbance in our house- 

♦ 

hold, the first serious one since we sent away 
those servants at Benares for taking presents. 
This time it was rather our fault. The Put- 
teahlah Ivajali always sends, with his fruit and 

I 

^vegetables, various bottles, some contcaining rose- 
water and,, the others some sort of spirits. We 
ought /u have broken the last, but we told the 
native servants to divide cverjthing amongst 
them, and one of the kitrnutgars, who got for hi^ 
share a bottle of these sj)irits, asked some of the 
others to dine with him, took great care to 
drink nothing ‘but water himself, and persucaded 
two others to get veiy drunk with what he called"*’ 
sherbet, and then they began to qu^^rrel. .It is 
such an extreme disgrace for a Mussulman to be • 
drunk, and so degi^ading in the eyes of all the 
others, that J. turned them off forthwith. 1 
was against it, as^ it had been a trick upon them, 
and partly our fault, but I only insisted eon the 
giver of the feast being turned off too. As these 
men f have only four shillings a week for them- 
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selves and families, of course they can^ save no- 
thing, and if they are turned away at a distance 
from home they really may die of starvati(m. 
jlicy went crying about for three or four days, 
and tried Giles and Wright, who could not inter- 
fi re; and at last tliey Avatched me into my room 
yesterday, and came Avith tAA^o or three of the 
lu^ad servants IV) speak for them. I neA^er can 
resist them; they cry, and knock tlieir heads 
against the ground, and alwaj^s make use of sueh^ 
t(mchirig expressiojis — that they arc; so A^ery 
Avicked, and so AT*ry unha])pA% and that G<jd for- 
gives eA"eiyl)C)dy their faidts, and that they must 
and Avill die if they are not forgiven. IIoAvever, 

I Avas Axny firm, and said I knew it AA^as no use 
asking ]\Iajor J., and that I never could Ictok 
upon them again as respectable 'seiwants, and 
lliat none of the old seiwafits •ever gave them 
such exjijnplc, and Avould not like to asso- 
ciate Avith them. T.5ut tlien tlie old ones turned 
against me; and then I said, I Avould give them 
money to take them home, and then they cried 
still more about the disgrace ; So at last I said 
1 Avoulcl ask Major J., though I Avas sure it 
Avas of no use, &c. Sometimes he does take 
it ;imiss ; but this timcf he said, in his own 
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diplomati,c way, that in fact he had sent them to 
me, for he knew I should not resist their grief, and 
had sent them away he did not know how 
otherwise to help them. Giles, to whose depart- 
ment they belong, had been miserable about 
them. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Saturday, June 14, 1838. 

Hr last journal departed this life on Tuesday 
last, and since tlien, we have had almost unceasing 
rain, with ?i great deal of thick white fog, which 
I rather, affection ; it someliow* has a smell of 
London, only ^vithout the taste of smoked pea- 
soup, which is more germane to a London fog, 
and consequently to my j)atriotic feelings. The 
Tain, last night, washed down one house, and 
killed the man in it; and the roads have been 
carried dowi into the valleys, and the rocks 
washed^into the roads, so tliat somehow our geo- 
graphy is not so clear as it was ; but still it is 
l^ool, and wlmt ehdi is there that signifies in 
India? 

My journal must be so very flull here, that I 
am thinking of converting it int<^ a weekly paper. 
We do not even give* any dinners now (not that 
they would make any difference)! I was think- 
ing how much journals home are filled with 
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clever remarks, or curious facts, or even good 
jokes, but here it is utterly impossible to write 
d^wn anything beyond comments on the weather. 
I declare I never hear in society anything that can 
be called a tliwg — not even an Indian thing — 
and I see in Sir James Mackintosh’s Life, which 
I am just finishing for tlie third time, that, in his 
Indian journal, there is nothiiyg but longings 
after home, and the workings of his OAvn brain, 
and remarks on books; whereas, in his English 
and Paris journals, there are anecdotes, and wit- 
ticisms of other people, and a little mental fric- 
tion was going on. 

I am interested ii? Indian politics just 
now, but could not make them interesting on 
paper. Herat is still defending itself, but tlie 
Russians are. egging on the Persians, and their 
agents are trying to do all the mischief they ctu? 
on our frontier. Two Russian letters were in- 
tercepted, and sent to G. yaJerday; highly iiur 
portant, only unluckily nobody in India can read 
them. The aides-de-camp have been all day 
making facsimiles of them, to send to Calcutta, 
Bombay, &c., in « hopes so’me Armenian maybe 
found who will translate them. It Avould be 
amusing if 'they tumpd out a sort of ‘ T. and 
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E. Journal;’ someCatcrina Iconoslavitch writing 
to my Uncle Alexis about her partners/ 

I went through the thick fog this morning ^to 
visit the R.’s, and found them in a great fuss. 
They had been trying to get news in every direc- 
tion without succe;?s. ‘ Pray, is it true, what we 
heard yesterday morning, tliat the (lovinmor- Ge- 
neral had said he would burn Herat if he could?’ 
« 

I said it Ksounded plausible, as he probably did 
not wish Herat to fall into the enemy’s hands. 
‘ Well, but then we lieard that the Governor- 
General had said, in the afternoon, that he was 
against any warlike meaMire whatever; that con- 
ti*adicts the morning story. ’ I recommended 
riiat they should always believe the afternoon 
anecdotes, because G. sees people in the morning, 
and he sees nobody after luncheon, ,so tlfal; what 
he say to other peojde mi^ht^bedess than the 
truth, but that what he says to himself, in the 
afternoon, muut clc^irly be tlie real state of the 
case. 

Sunday, Juno W. 

Still pouring ! and our congre^gation consisted 
of only eight people besides Mr. §5/. ; but it cleared 
at five, and we rode all round ‘ Jacko,’ the im- 
posing name of our highest mountain, as hard as 
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we could canter. The hills were really beau- 
tiful to-night, a sea of pinkish white clouds 
rolling over them, and some of their purjJe 
heads peering through like islands. It was a 
pleasure to look at anything so beautiful and so 
changeable. The clouds drew up like curtains 
in massy folds every now and then, and there 
were the valleys groAvn quite ^.green in three 
days, just tinged with the sunbeams, the sun 
itself hidden; and the leant of f^luipe for which 
these hills arc ‘to blame on common occasions 
was disguised by all this vapoury dress. I love 
hills, but I have discovered by deep reflection 
that we are such artifi9ial animals, that the re- 
collections of art are much more pleasing anli 
sti’ongcr in my mind than those of nature. In 
thinking over past travels, Ilubens^ ‘ Descent 
from the Cross’ at Antwerp, and Canova^s ^Mag- 
dalene,’ and one or two Vandycks at Amsterdam, 
and parts of Westminster jiibbey^-and of York 
Minster, come constantly into my thoughts ; and 
I can see all the pictures at Panshanger, par- 
ticularly the Cerreggio, and many of those at 
Woburn and Bov'ood, as clearly as if they were 
hanging in this room. There is a bit of grey 
sky in that ‘ DescenJ froni the Cross ’ I shall 
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never forget, whereas Killarney, and the Ehine, 
axid the Pyrenees, are all confused recollections, 
pleasant but not clear. And I am sure that.in 
this country, though I do not admire Indian 
architecture, I shall recollect every stone of the 
Kootub and every arch about it, when these 
mountains will be all indistinct. In short, not- 
withstanding tliat ‘God made tlie countiy and man 
made the town,’ I, after the fashion of human 
nature, enjoy most what God has given, and 
remember best what man has 'done. How do 
you feel about nature and art? Don’t you love 
a fine picture? After all it is only nature caught 
and fixed. Another thing is, that all my associa- 
-iions witli pictures and statues arc tliose of 
pleasant society, and friends, and good houses, 
and youth and happiness, though I shdhid love 
them f<5r their omi sakes too. 


Simla, Wednesday, June 19. ^ 

I sent off another lumj) of journal last Satur- 
day, but somcliow I feel none of^those last letters 
are sure of reaching you. They;will be dixnvned 
going overland, after the contra^rious way of the 
world. *We might have had your April packet 
by; this time, but the Bombay dak lias not been 

VOL. I. P 
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heard of at all for five days, and it is supposed 
the rivers have overflowed and that all your dear 
little letters are swimming for their lives. Our 
rains have begun, but they are not very different 
from English rains — at least hitherto it has been 
fine half the day. On Saturday morning they 
began with a grand thunder-storm, ^ and a great 
splash of water, wliich would have been pleasant, 
only that it took a wrong direction, and somehow 
settled in my ceiling, from which it de -cended in 
a variety of small streams, after the fashion of a 
gigantic shower-bath, on my carpet, tables, &c. 
Giles rushed in at the head of a valiant band 
of khalasses (Indian housemaids of the male 
gender), and cjirried off my books and pictures,* 
and nothing was hurt, only you know your face 
might have been entirely washed out, which, as 
there is not another like it, within 15,000 miles, 
would have been an irre})arable calamity. The 
rest of the house behaved itself beautifully, and 
my room was put to rights in twenty-four hours. 
The instant these leaks are discovered, the flat 
roofs are covered with natives thumping away at 
the mud of whicb they arc- composed, as if noise 
were no grievance. A strange delusion ! 
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Friday, June 21. 

I must copy out an extract from the Loodliee- 
ana news, Runjcct’s ‘ Morning Chronicle,’ 
which Captain M. translated from the original 
Persian, 

There is an account of the arrival of our Mis- 
sion at AdtVnarniggur, and tlien it goes on to 
say: ‘On the following day the Maharajah having 
alighted in his silver ornamented bungalow, had 
an ordeP sent throimh liis counsellors and en- 

o • 

lightened sages, that the state 'elcj^hants adorned 
with golden howdahs should be sent for the pur- 
pose of bringing tie' Mission to the durbar. 
The newswriters re])ort that before the arrival 
of the deputation, the troops of the Maharajah, 
covered from head to foot with silver, jewels, 
and all manner of beautiful clothi's, were drawn 
up before his doors, and such^was their a]^]:>ear- 
ance that the jewel-mine, out of* envy, drew a 
stone upoiiW-ts hoa/1, the river sat upon tlie sancl 
of shame, and the manufacturers of the handsome 
cloths of lloom (Constantjwplc) and Buper 
pulled doAvn their worksho])S. % The voices of .the 
praise singers were raised from earth to luiaven, 
and thus they sj)oke, “ O God, m5,y the gardens of 
these two mighty kingdoms Cjontinue prosperous 
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and flourishing to the end of time. May the 
enemies of these two rivers of justice and liber- 
ality, which day by day receive the waves of 
victory from the whole world, perish in the 
stream. May the friends of these two clouds of 
power, which day by day shower down jewels on 
the inhabitants of the world, ever be^Victorioiis 
As soon as the customary forms of meeting had 
been gone through, tlic gentlemen of tlie Mission 
were seated on silver cliairs. Nearly t-;vo liours 
were occupied in asking questions regarding- tlie 
health of the Governor-General. After this a letter 
from his lordsliip, locked up in a jewelled box, and 
every tcord of wltivli teas full of the desire for an 
interview with the Malairajah, was presented. ’ 
The deputation then retired. We shall have 
more to say regarding this next week/ 

Wlait delights me, in that is that G.'s nealth 
should occupy" two hours of enquiry. Ilis ill- 
nesses have never been half sev long, duckily . 

Thursday, June 25. 

I have had a ktter from Dr. D., who gives a 
wretched account ‘of their .bufferings ; the ther- 
mometer had been for three days ranging from 
107®, to 110®.’ He says W. had at last given in, 
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and announced that he could not liye twenty- 
four hours more, but that he had left him sittinrr 
under a fountain smoking his hookah, and in \fery 
good spirits; he had little dou])t he would live 
grumbling on. He is sending Captain M. lioinc, 
and he will l)e here probably in a week, winch I 
am very gla^ of. Dr. D. says that he considers 
him ill a precarious state, though his lungs are 
not yet attacked, but he is so reduced that anotlier 
week of such weather would be too much for, 
him. 

They arc all very much occui)ied in lyiiying 
a live native — a man who has been described in 
various ti’avels, who says he has the power of 
existing in a trance, and who has made a voav to 
be buried for tAVclve years. We have* seen a. 
great many people avIio have seen him buried, a 
guard placed and even a house built over the 
gravi*, and ^ho have seen him dug up again at 
the end of tAVO mohths ap2)areiitly a corj)se, but 
he comes to again. Dr. D.» Avas quite incre- 
dulous, but says in his letter 'to-day that after 
hearing all the Avitnesses, and seeing the man, he 
has beci)me quite a convert. They Avere all 
going to attend the burying in the afternoon, 
anfj the man had desired •that ]\e might not be 
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dug up till the Governor-Generars arrival at 
Lahore next November. He offered to come 
and'be buried here, but Kunject did not approve 
of it. 

We had a musical dinner yesterday, a bor- 
rowed pianoforte and singing, and ;two couples 
who accompany each other. The flute couple 
I think a failure, but they are reckoned in this 
country perfectly wonderful ; and they whis- 
per quite confidentially, ‘ 1 siq')pose you are 

aware that ‘before came out to this country, 

the famous Nicholson said he could teach him 
nothing more.’ I suspect when he goes back the 
famous Nicholson will hi id he may throw in a ^ 
lesson or two with good effect. The other couple 
are beautiful musicians. 

Monda}’, July 2. 

Captain P.’s house was robbed* last night 
of about 80Z. worth of ])late. One of his" 
own servants is supposed to have done it, but 
there was another house at the other end of 

tt- 

Simla broken open at the same time and robbed 

r 

of the same amount of plate, so there must be a 

gang of robbers in the bazaar, much to ’s 

disgrace. It is consldei'ed quite a shocking 
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thing to have a robbery in India — pilfering is 
commendable and rather a source of vanity, 
but a robbery of an European is a sort of high 
treason in all native states, and the town pays for 
that loss. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

ii' 

Simla, Wednesday, August 8, 1838. 

I OUGHT to have begun again sooiier, as iny last 
journal ivas sent off this day W3ek, but it ap- 
pears it ivill have to wait at Bombay till the eighth 
of next mouth, so, as you may rccciW two at 
once, it will be rather in your favour if one week 
is omitted. 

It has rained almost literally without ceasing, 
with constant fog; but if it is clear for ten 
minutes the beauty of the hills is surpassing; 
such masses of clouds about them and below 
them, and th6y are so purple and so green at 
this time of year. 

■ August 18. 

We had to go to anotliqr play^ last night.. 
Luckily they only acted two farces, so we were 
home at ten, but anything much worse I never 
saw. There we»e three women^s parts in the 
last farce, and the^clerks had made their bonnets 

o 

out of their br6ad straw hats tied on ; they had 
gowns with ho plaits ip them, and no petticoats 
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nor bustles. One of them, a very black half- 
caste, stood presenting his enormous flat back 
to the audience, and the lover observed, with g?cat 
pathos, ‘Upon my soul! that is a most interesting 
looking little gmiJ 

It seems very ifncertain when our next over- 
land-packet A^ill come. The steamers could not 
get there, and there is nothing but an Arab 
sailing-vessel to bring the letters here. I have 
no faith m the Arabs as postiufin. I liad two 
here yesterdjiy to draw. They* followed Captain 
B. from Calnil, and arc genuine ‘ Children of the 
Desert.’ They arc vei*}' unlike our quiet natives, 
and laughed so much 4ill the time, that I could 
hardly draw them; but they make excellent 

sketches. I often wish for Landseer here. 

> 


Wednesday, Aii". 22. 

TJiere! this must go. We had ‘a great dinner 
• on Mondaj^ and i«:iothcr fainting, lady. Some- 
body always faints here. I inyself believe that, 
though they do not like to sa.y'so, it is the fleas 
that make them ill. You cJnnot imagine the 
provocation of those animals!* during the rains. 
W. was really ill for two days i^ith them — ini- 
tation and want of sleep — and was obliged to 
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sec Dr. D. The worst of it is, that the more 
the house is cleaned and tormented, the worse the 
fleams get. They belong to the soil, and even the 
flower-garden is full of them. They say that 
plague is to cease next month, Avliich is a comfort. 

A box of new books arrived yesterday, just as 
we were at the last gasp — and sucli a good set ! 
Perhaps the Annuals might have * been left out, 
but other people like to see them; and then, by 
great good lucJv, we had not seen one of the 
other books, though they had been nine months 
coming. ‘ Lady Annabella,’ ‘ Ethel Churchill,’ 
‘Pascal Bruno,’ &c. We are now in that age of 
literature. 1 wish you would buy on my account, 
a copy of ‘ La Marquise de Pontange ’ and ‘ Le 
Pere Goriot,’ and send them out, and I wish you 
would send yoVirself out with them. That would 
be the real book to rrad over again. 

[A portion of the journal being lost, these let- 
ters of the same dates are here inserted, to carry 
on the narrative.] 


^Letter to the Countess of B. 

< Simla, August 20, 1838. 

My dearest Sister, 

I am going to run off a few short letters to- 
day and to-morrow, iust to show what I world 
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have done, if letters would ever go — but they 
won’t. They say there is an accumulation of 
three months’ letters lying at Bombay. Tlaire 
has been a monsoon, and a want of coals, and a 
burst boiler, and every sort of excuse. I Avisli, 
when you are^ driving about, you would just call 
at the dockyards in your neighbourhood, and 
mention that wA are not at all satisfied with the 
steamers they send us out; that you think your- 
self, their last bowsprits are a shame to be seen, 
and you'niight add, that if you do noj get your 
letters a little more regularly, you really must 
sj^eak about employing some other cast-iron men. 
Somehow, out of four stUnmers at Bombay, there 
has not been one available, and we are now 
expecting our letters of June, by soine Arab 
proa, or some sailing-vessel. We* may expect^ I 
fancy, with a witness ! I l<avo not much news 
for you, as^ I doubt (though I think you a 
wonderfully clever^ woman) whether you are 
quite up to the nuances of the Cabul and Can- 
dahar politics.* 

We gain one little good by this war. The 
army Cikiinot muster at Ferozepore till the 20th 
of November, and Sir G. li. wishes G. not tfr 

Woolwich. 
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meet Euujeet Singh till lie can escort him at 
the head of 10,000 men, so that gives us three 
more cool weeks here, and takes olf three very 
hot weeks of the plains. The heat subsides 
about December. F. and I shall be the only 
ladies in the whole camp. Xll our own ladies 
stay up liere, bored to dcatli tb be without 
their liusbands, but they woukJ be still more 
bored if they had to drag their children through 
another long march. Besides, there are great 
difficulties this time for tents, carriages, &c., and 
then it is to be hoped we shall make a much 
shorter journey, and come up here again. 

It has rained without ceasing, since I wrote 
last — an excellent thing for India, and not so 
unpleasant for us as it sounds. 

When I say ‘ \vithout ceasing,’ it very often 
stops raining for half an hour in the afternoon, 
and then the drip and the fog do not count. . 

We all get pn our ponies the moment it is fair,- 
and go cantering past each other, saying, ‘ How 
delightful to be out again,’ and H think we shall 
get wet ’ — and then that is enough exercise for 
two days. It is supposed the rains are Ijreaking 
-vp now, as we have had three fine evenings, one 
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of which we devotcA to dro[ifing in after dinner 
familiarly at the Commandcr-in- Chief to have 
tea and a rubber of whist. 

Don’t you see how free and easy that looked? 
Three jonpauns — like upriglit coffins — rush- 
ing rapidly through the bazaar, witli a long 
train of torci '^-bearers and hirkarus and three 
aides-de-cam}), in full uniform, all ^droj)piny in' 
0. and I, and Sir G. 11., and Colonel U., always 
play at wliist, and the others at a round game, 
which is much livelier. J rathc^ like whist and 
think it will be one of the small vices of my old 
age. 

I have been doing a^ quantity of drawings 
-for the fancy sale. I wish you could buy 

some. 'lliere is a IMr. here who draws 

beautifully, and he is doing a picture* for me 
of thr€e of the fattest objects^ in* nature — my 
pony. Chance, and Chance’s boy.* I do not 
mean* Chance’s own^inan, but his foot-boy, the 
boy who cleans his shoes and Avhets his razors. 
He was one of the skeletons wl?om the servants 
picked up in the starving districts, and, like most 
of those skeletons, the re-actio?* has been fright- 
ful, and tfie little Avretch is such an cjxtraordinaryi 
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figure, particularly seen in profile, that lie makes 
everybody laugh. It will be a curious picture, 
and I never saw anything so well done as the 
pony. 

I mentioned our fleas to you, I think, in my 
last letter. They are worse than evcir, and 
bestow their liveliest attentions 91:1 W. and me. 
For the last three nights we liave neither of us 
had any sleep, and the more the rooms are 
cleaned and worried the livelier the fleas are. 

We want some new books. I am sure Mr. 
Wilberforce’s Life will be ‘ sweet pretty reading.’ 
I haVe just re-read Mrs. Hannah More’s Life; 
that is a jewel of a book both for amusement 
and for good. I like it much better than I did 
the first time ; and now I have taken for my 
morning book in bed (I always wake early) dear 
Madame de.. Sevigne for the 117th time. It 
is a very affecting book amongst other merits. 
She was such a good, warm-hearted woman, and 
was not loved enough. I wish she was not 
dead and was here! We rather want more 
letters about the fashions. I am quite certain 
from the unmitigated hatred I feel to the tight 
bit at the top of my sleeves, that you' have all 
got rid of dt, and are swaggering about in the 
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fullest of sleeves a^ain. Indeed, if you are not, 
it would be only benevolent to say you are ! 

Letter to J, (7., Esq. 

Simla, Wednesda}^, Aug. 23. 

This is to be really a short letter, for I have 
sent off so many that I have not tlie fraction of a 
new idea left ; but I feel it my duty to encourage 
you in your e5:ccllent habit of writing. The 
letters do^not come, on account of tlic monsoon; 
but still I feel confident, from n^y 'intimate know--# 
ledge of your character, tliat yours ;is* an excel- 
lent habit of writing, when the monsoon d 4 )es not 
set itself against it. 

I think it has rained ‘incessantly since T wrote 
to your mother last, and most people have 
passed their time in mopping uj) the wvt»in their 
houses, but ours has behaved like an auixel, and 
since the first day lias naVer bad. a leak. The 
roofe here (*re all flat and made of mud, beat into 
a stiff consistency; but wlicn the* rain docs get 
through, the dri])j)ings are ofi^a muddy nature. 
Captain M., after moving into every corner of his 
house, used to write under an umbrella, and 
Captair^ B. and his companion Dr. S. have dined 
every day in thcii^ house witli uijQbrellas helT 
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over their heads and their ftinners. Still I do 
not dislikfe the rain so much as most people do. 
Tli/^re is often a fine half-hour before sunset, in 
which it is ' easy to take a canter, quite long 
enough for the exercise of the day ; and when- 
ever it is not actually pourfrig, the hills are 
perfectly beautiful and tlic evening skies are not 
amiss. Then it is always cool, and people should 
make much of that blessing. We had an arrival 
two days ago of a box of new boob^; that is, 
*ncw to us. You may remember them in the 
early part of the reign of Victoria the First, but 
the pleasure of seeing them is very great. I 
have read all our old ones (and we have a great 
collection) at least three times over, even inclu- 
ding the twenty-one volumes of St. SiiiKm, which 
I read oifcc oi? board ship and now again here; 
and it certainly is a wonderfully amusing^ book. 
I must have begun it again if the box liad not 
aj)peared. To think of our^only having yet re- 
ceived in tins legal, direct manner, the eighteenth 
number of Pickw/£k. AVe finished it six months 
ago, because it ia- printed and reprinted at Cal- 
cutta from overland copiesi Mais, je vous de- 
jCjiandc un peu-r-wliat we should have done if we 
had waited f6r the lawful supply, to know Pick- 
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wick’s end. I see ^ you are making a great fuss 
about copyrights, &c., which I camlot under- 
stand as we see it only by bits and scraps ; but I 
beg to announce that I am entirely for piracy 
and surrei)titious and cheap editions, and an 
early American copy of an English novel for 
tliree rupees,, instead of a late English one at 
twenty-two shhlings. ‘ Them’s my sentiments ’ 
for the next three years at least. As it is, I am 
reading ^vith deep attention ‘ Lady Annabella,’ 
by the author of ‘ Constance*’ which was, 1* 
remember, a remarkably pretty novel; and so is . 
this, only the lieroine will call her motlior ‘ My 
lad}".’ 1 keej) ho 2 )ing it,is a joke, and ])rctend to 
laugh every time it occurs, but it looks fright- 
fully serious at times. Perhai^s the fashion of 
calling one’s motlua- ‘ My lady ’ may Ifavc come 
in thofigh, since my time. 

All our 2 )hins have come into shape, and rather 
satisfactorily. We, shall not leave this till the 
first week in Novembei’, when the great heat of 
the plains will be over. AVe qr^ to meet liunjeet 
on the twentieth, or thereabou^;s, at Eerozej^ore, 
when also the army will be# assembled under 
Sir G. l!. 

, There will be a review of the ‘army before 

VOL, T, 
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tions. This was rather a shoA: to the aristocracy 
of Simla, 8.nd they did suggest that some of the 
wi^s were very black. That I met by the argu- 
ment that the black would not come off on their 
works, and upon tlie whole it was considered that 
we should not lose conseque*hce, and might be 
saved trouble, by sending a printed paper round 
to each of their houses. I havp done a quan- 
tity of drawings, which Mr. C. is to sell by 
auction. The .rain still continues, but not so 
unceasing as it was, and as it lets us get out and 
prevents our giving balls, 1 think it a very nice 
time of year. 

‘ 'VVeclncsdny, Sopt. 5. 

. I have had Mr. D.’s June letter, which is 
always satisfactory, and is one of those (lentle- 
iilanlike epistl(?s (I don’t mean genteel^ but pithy 
and to the point, ant) like a gentleman in contra- 
distinction to a lady) that make most eligible 
letters in these foreign parte. G. always opens 
and reads Mr. D.’s letters to us before we see 
them, because he says he gets so much news out 
of them. Eatlier cool! What do you think I 
ought to do about ‘it? Mr. D. and I might have 
•Secrets of vitai importance, which G. might let 
out — very unpleasant ! * 
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Friday, Sept. 7. 

There was such a beautiful plate-cfiest to be 
raffled for at tlie ‘ Europe shop ^ here — every- 
thing that life could require — silver tea-pot, 
cream, sugar, forks, spoons, bottle- stands, cruets, 
&;c., and all so ]1retty. W. took two tickets, 
and I one, and there were only 2G tickets in all 
— hL each — sodt is a great shame we have not 
won; but it was thrown for yesterday, and 
Mr. C. has got it. I am glad, for he wanted it 
and is quite delighted. 

There was a second prize of a clock, which I 
could have put up ivitli — ^l)ut did not get it — and 
a third, of a looking-glass, which nobody wanted, 
and which Dr, D. won, and now he does not 
know what to do with it. 1 advise him to bring 
it home some dark niglit, and throw it into the 
valley behind his house. , It. may amuse the 
monkeys, who live there in tribes,* and can be of 
no other use. 

No looking-glass in India has much quick- 
silver, but this happens to- have none at all, 
except a few slight streaks here and there. 

Saturday, Sept. 8. 

You cannot ima^nc how beautfful ourweatWCr* 
Is^ since a great storm* on W.cdnesday, which 
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cleared up the rains. Such nice clear air, and 
altogether it feels English and exhilarating; and 
I think of you, and Eden Farm, and the Temple' 
Walk, and Crouch Oak Lane, and the blue but- 
terflics, and then the gravel-pit, and your reading 
‘Corinnc’ to me; and then the later days of 
Eastcombe, and our parties tlicrcSvith G. V. in 
his wonderful sjnrits, with all hisnvit, and all the 
charm about him ; and all this because the air is 
English. I should like to go back to childhood 
and youth, again — there was great enjoyment in 
them. ^ 

Monday, Srpt. 10. 

We had a large congregation yesterday, and 
an excellent sermon from Mr. Y., whose health, 
however, does not improve. I have mad^ such 
a collection of drawings for the fancy sale — really 
very good. I am sorry to say it, for it may sound 
vain, perhaps is vain, but I persist in thinjving 
them good drawings, and I eftnnot help thinking 
you would buy smne of them. 

Mrs. Chance, with her twins, came to visit 

# 

Chance pere^ to-day. He was very polite to his 
wife, but could n5t endure the young puppies. 
b am not sur^risedj for they are nearly quite 
black, with a little white, but no tan, and with 
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vulgar, greasy, smooth hair. However, they are 
only ten days old, and babies, as ^ou know, 
alter rapidly. 

Thursday, Sept. 13. 

W e had such a nice expedition yesterday after- 
noon; just tlie soft of thing your children would 
have enjoy etj (only you never let them come out 
wdtii me now),^ It was to see two waterfalls, and 
in Simla, where water is bought at great expense, 
we make* much of a few jjailfuls that fall gratis 
over a. rock. The valley is* about 3,000 feet 
below our house, very Swiss, and quite dilFcrent 
from the hills — such large cedars, and here and 
there a little Swiss-lgokiug cottage, with one 
door and no window. 1 always wonder how igno- 
rant of the ways of the world, the ijihabitants 
of these solitary valleys can be,* ancf how suck 
ignoPance feels. No ‘ crafty, boys,’ no fashions, 
no politics, and, I suppose, a primitive religion 
that satislfes ^em. There are teniples of great 
age in all these places. I imagine half these 
people must be a sort of vulgar Adams and Eves, 
not so refined, but nearly as innocent. 

F. and I were cefrried dowi, and rode part of 
the way up, and when there, we clambered ab^uL 
some wonderful plhces, a^id I have hot laughed so 
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much for ages. There was cave to go to, and 
a smooth tock to descend. G. and Captain J. 
got‘ me safely to the bottom of the rock, and 
there we stopped to see Major U., Dr. D., and 
F. follow. They got half-way, clinging on, by a 
chain of the servants, to a ti\ie at the top, and 
then they could get no further. The waterfall 
made such a noise, that we could nuot make them 
hear that there was nothing, in fict, to come for; 
and their hesitations, and scramblings back again, 
very nearly killed me. Luckily there was no- 
body left below to laugh at my return. The 
jonpaunees made steps of themselves, and I ran 
up a flight of jonpaunee«stairs very decorously. 
We are all so stiff to-day, not having walked so 
much for three years. ‘ My bones, girl, my 
bones (^sce ’Romeo and Juliet). I wonder 
whether old Mrs., Davenport has died since we 
left England. What an actress she was ! 

Monday, Sept. 17. 

There ! I skip three entire days, for my whole 
soul is in England, and this letter must go to- 
day. This morniilg there came a knock^ at the 
•deor at seven* and Rosina brought me yoiir 
July fletters, with E.'s enclosed. I had scarcely 
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digested those, whhn the Calcutta d^k came in, 
bringing to me your June despatch, Which ought 
to have come with the other June letters exrjctly 
one fortnight ago — but never mind ! How plea- 
sant it is to have them both ! The Coronation 
seems to have gone off wonderfully well, and 
must have bc^en a beautiful sight. I suppose we 
shall have our Jlnglish papers in two days : I am 
insatiable for more details. To be sure, if that 
little QuAiii^s head were quite turned, and she 

became, the most affected and* consequential ot 

» 

beings, it would not be surprising. A young 
creature of nineteen to be the occasion o:^ such a 
splendid ceremony, and. to have brought together 
all the great people from all the great nations to 
do her honour, is enough to intoxicate her. 
She must have great good sense t» be so entirely^ 
guUtfess of nonsense. 

Lett^ to’ the Countess Of B. 

. Simla, Sept. 8, 1838. 

My dearest sister, — There was no letter from 
you b'^ the last ovhrland (JTine). Odd ! Can 
you account for it? Perhaps you did not write,-- 
'which might be one reas»n (though a very insuf- 
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ficient one) why the letter 'did not come, but 
still it wa^ a pity. 

I say no more, being held back by the circum- 
stance that you will have been a whole month 
• without a line from us. Our letters of June, 
July, and August, all leave Bombay tliis blessed 
day — Saturday, Sept. 8. Such an'iaccumulatioii 
of twaddle! We are not to bkime; we have 
written — I wish everybody could say as much : 
but however, as Falstaff says, wheh he had 
wrongfully accused Dame Quickly of jnckiiig his 
pocket, ‘ Hostess, I forgive thee — go. Look to thy 
servants : cherish thy guests ; thou shalt find me 
tractable to any honest reason. Thou secst I am 
pacified.’ 

It is such a nice day to-day. The rains ended 
‘Tast AV^ednesday. Alter five days of an even 
down-pour, there, cqmc a storm of wind that 
might have changed the places of some of the 
little hills, if they had been addi(jK^ed to hopping, 
and which devastated my little garden, which 
happens to be on the windy side of the house, 
but since that, we have not had a drop of rain. 
The snowy range has appeared again after a fog 
— ofi three months. The hills . are all blue and 
green and covered with flowers, and there is a 
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shai’p, clear air thtft: is perfectly exhilarating. I 
have felt nothing like it, I mean Clothing so 
English, since I was on the terrace at East- 
combe, except perhaps the week we were at the 
Cape. It is a shariie of the storm to have twisted 
my o]ie honeysuckle into a wisp of dead leaves; 
to have laid dow our only double dahlia, and to 
have broken o:ff a branch of the lavender bush of 
Simla. All these treasures G. deposited in iny 
little garden at the back of the hpuse, and this is 
the result of his unguarded confidence. The 
dahlia was of that rhubarb and magnesia colour 
which makes you licar the spoon grit against the 
cup as you look at it. Still it was the only 
double dahlia in India; but that will revive 
again. The lioneysuckle is a mortifying busi- 
ness. Colonel V. lias another, and Fie used W 
come crowing and stutterii^ hereabout this ‘ cu- 
cu-cu-curious plant ^ of his which’ suddenly took 
a dwarfish* tuNj aiid stopped gro, wing; whereas 
mine had reached the top of tlie house, and old 
V. used to call once a week ‘to look at it. Now 
I don’t mind the loss of Colonel V.’s visits, but 
I did like to mak6 him ent^ious of my honey- 
suckle. We are all dreadfully •within sights 
travelling again, but there are .still six wegks of 
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repose, so that I am as deaf ^s a post wh6n the 
word HenV is mentioned. Still, the subject of 
provisions, and marches, and agents and magis- 
trates, must be alluded to. 

Don’t you think it would be worth my while 
to buy a pot of paint, out of lUy own allowance, 
from the Simla ‘ Euroi)e shop,’ and have the 
acorns and oak leaves painted outM the lining of 
my tent? The lining is buff, with sprigs of oak 
leaves, and there is an occasional mistake in the 
j^attern, which distracts me; and there is. such an 
association of dust and bore and bad health with 
those acorns, that I do not tlnnk I can encounter 
them again. We arc to . leave this on Novem- 
ber 5, I mention that openty, because if Guy 
Faux wishes to keep his ‘ day'* it would, perhaps, 

* better and more humane to blow up people 
who are going* into pamp, than people who live 
in houses. 

Sept, 13. 

I must put this up to-night. This is the first 
time I have had an evening quite alone, in an 
English fashion, since we came to India — ^not 
even a stray aide-de-camp about. They ^ are all 
•gone to the last* of the Simla theatricals. I had 
seen four out of the five plays, so I excused my- 
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self, as I am drawiVig all day for the fancy fair, 
and wanted to write to you and M. and C. 

to-night. I was in a horrid friglit. was 

going to sta}^ with me, but with great tact he 
walked olF to his own house; and so now, if there 
were but a carritfge-road and a knocker, and a 
servant in red inexj^ressiblcs to announce you, 
I really should, take it kindly if you would drive 
up, give a doulde knock, and l)c announced. 

As it is^I aui very ce)infortable, I don’t object’; 
but the .window is o])eii to tlic verandah, and f 
see the little green Ghoorkas (the most hideous 
little soldiers in the woi*ld) mounting *guard, 
with all sorts of outlandish noises. The door is, 
of course, open to the passage — Indian doors 
can’t shut — and my four hirkarus are sitting 
cross-legged, wrapped up in shawls, pfaying at 
sort *of draughts that they, call ‘ joucheese.’ 
There is not a human being in the house who 
understandfs ^S^ord of English: the Europeans 
are all gone to the jday, and the head servants 
go to their own homes after dinner. I have a 
irreat mind to call out ‘fire and thieves!’ as loud 
as I can, to see what will con?e of it — it will only 
break up the game of puchcese^; and the l^r-. 
-karus will think P haveigone ;nad, and respect 
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me accordingly — they have a great regard for 
madness. really think it awful! I wish I 
could speak Hindustani — I am sure I must want 
something, only I cannot ask for it. I will tell 
them to seal this letter, and if they tear it up I 
shall have mode a siid Avaste of my evening. 

Good-bye, dearest sister, l^lcasoi ahvays Avrite 
the overland post. 
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CITAPTER XXTL 

SimLi, Soptembcr 27, lf^38. 

The last ten days liave been devoted to finisli- 
ing up my goods for the fancy fiiir, and I have 
not toneliQ(l a pen. Yesterdaj^, the fair ‘came oiF/ 
as they saj^, and to-day I am so* tired T can’t dd 
anything. Once more ‘ my l)ones, gii’l* my bones.’ 
There never was so successful a fete.* More 
English tlian anytliing I have se(‘n iji tliis coun- 
try. Oiles and Wright went off at seven in the 
morning Avith my goods; and at ten Mr. C. came 
to go doAvn Avith me. Annand^ile /s*a bcaik 
tiful ^A’^alley, about tAA^o miles off, full of large 
pine trees. Colonel V. had erectCAl a long booth 
for the la3ie^Avho^ke[)t stalls, and there aawc 
mottoes and dAiccs oa^ci* each of them. ‘ The 
BoAA^er of Eden’ AA^as in the. centre. I>cfore A\"e 
came to the booth, there Wfi8 a turnpikes gate 
Avith a canvass cottage and ,vi immense board, 

‘ the Auckhmd toll bar,’ and Captain P. dres.^ed^ 
^up as an old Avoman who kept the gate. On one 
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side there was the Eed Cow, kept by some of the 
uncovenailted who spoke excellent Irish, and 
wh®se jokes and brogue were reaUy very good. 
There was a large tent opposite the booth for G., 
an*d in every 2)art of the valley t]iej*e were i)rivate 
tents sent by careful mothers for tlieir ayahs and 
children. Tliere were roundabouts for the natives. 
W. 0 . and three of the aides-cje-canij^ kept a 
skittle-ground, with sticks to throw at, and a 
wheel of fortune, and a lucky bag, which liad great 
success. G. and f . came soon after eleven, and the 
selling went off with great ra2')idity. The native 
servants had had great consultations whether it 
would be res])ectful to buy at iny stall, and there 
were only two or three who ariived at that 2)ltch 
of assurance ; but they were all ^^rcsent, dressed 
“-■ixi their finest' shawls, and they all thought it 
very amusing, blalf an hour nearly cleared off 
the stalls, and then Mr. C. bcga]i selling my 
drawings by auction, and mede ^xceilent fun of 
it, knowing the history of every native that I had 
sketched, and also cf all the bidders, and he did 
it so like an auctioneer: ‘I have kept this gem 
till now, I may call it a gem, the portrait of 
• Gholam, the faithful Persian who accompanied 
Majgr L. from Persia, «from Her&t ! I may say 
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this is a faithful likeness of a man who has wit- 
nessed the siege of Rerkt, Will that great diplo- 
matist, Major L., who is, I know, anxious to •pos- 
sess this perfect picture, allow me to say eighty 
rupees, or seventy, or sixty ? ' ‘ This next pic- 

ture is the Rajah* of Nahun and his sons, and I 
think it quit® unequalled for brilliancy of colour- 
ing. I shall have nothing equal to this lot to 
offer this morning. I bid thirty rupees for it 
myself — vhe surpcche in the Ttajah’s turban is 
worth the money. ^ And so he Avent on, and, I 
hope, his is the sin of running up the price of the 
drawings, for I really was quite sorry to see 
the prices they went at. One group of heads, 
which only took me three days to do, sold for 
ninety-live rupees (9^. 10^.), and mj twenty 
draAvings fetched 800 rupees. Oonsiclering tlfS^t' 
the ‘Miolc proceeds of thejBalc ife 3,400 rupees, 
that is a lar^e proportion. My stall altogether 
produced ‘nearly liy400 rupees. W. and his allies 
got 160. The’A.s and B.s kept an eating stall, 
but did not make much by it. As soon as the 
auction was over, we all went to luncheon with 

them : then the GlaJorkas shdt for some beautiful 

* 

prizes G. gave them, and he gave -she sword forithc 
single-stick fighters. Tllien we all went to W/s 

VOL. I. R 
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games. Captain D. was dressed up like an old 
woman, anti Captain P. exactly like a thimble- 
rigger at Greenwich, and they kept everybody, 
even Sir G. R., in roars of laughter. It was very 
amusing to see the grave pompous people, like 
R., taking three throws for a' rupee, and quite 
delighted if they knocked off a tin. snulf-box or 
a patent stay-lace. 1'hen we hjid pony races, 
which ended in old Colonel P. riding his old pony 
against a fat Captain 1)., and coming iii'i'vjonqueror 
with universal apjdausc. And then, the sports 
having lasted from eleven to five, and everybody 
amused and in good humour, we all came home. 
It is lucky it was so vcay shady, for as it is 
hardly any of us can see to-day, from being unused 
to daylight. The best fancy sales in Calcutta 
“iibver produced more than 2,000 rupees, so this 
is quite wouderfub considering that the wliole of 
our European society is only 150 people, and 
many of them, have not a geeat .yieal' to spend. 
F. did not keep a stall, and I was rather afraid 
of it at fii’st, for the* natives are slow about tliat 
sort of novelty, but as soon as they fairly under- 
stood it was for ch&rity^, which is the only active 
viHue they are* up to, they thought it all quite 
right. 
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We had a melaitcholy death last Sunday — a 
poor Mrs. G. She lived at Stirling Castle, just 
above our house, so there never was a daf in 
which wc did not meet her, with her two little 
boys carried after her, either going to fetch Cap- 
tain G. from his oThce, or coming back withliim. 
We met her on Friday evening, and stopped to tell 
her that Lord G. had written to enquire after her. 
On Saturday evening slie Avas not a-t all avcII, and 

on Sunday ‘hi or nil! Doctor W. sent for Doctor D. 

. T • • 

to consult Avith him. Doctor D. sj^iav directly 

that she Avas in the hbie stage of cholera, and be- 
fore Ave came out from church she Vv^as dead; she 
Avas Avithin a month of her confinement, but the 
child died too. The poor husband Avas in such a 
dreadful state, and so AA^as the eldest boj, Avho is 
about four years old. W. says liU never hcarcT 
anytlfiiig so sliockiiig as tlie^ioor boy’s screams. 
It Avas neceKS^ary to bury her early on IMonday 
morning, and as it i** the custom foA’ all acquaint- 
ances to attend a funeral, W. went up to Stirling 
Castle Avdtli Colonel IL Xoue but tlie most de- 
graded natives Avill touch an European corpse, so 
the doctors put her ^nto the 'bollin, and Colonel 
B. scrcAved it doAvn, and they Averc obliged Ho 
'borroAV the boys of our blind to cany her t© the 
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grave. Poor Captain G. was'bot able to go him- 
self, but ' the little boy had crept out of bed 
and was clinging to his father, and trying to 
comfort him. We were to have had a party here 
in the evening, but put it off, for in such a small 
society of Christians^ every j^ossiblc respect is 
to be paid to the feelings of any of them. 


Wednesday, October 3. 

We had our party, which had beei'/put off on 
Monday, and it went off very well. It is the last 
meeting of Simla, so everybody came. A great 
many go down to the plains this week. Poor 
things! it is about as national as if a slice of 
bread were to get off the plate and put itself on 
the toasting-fork. We have a month more of 
^this place, but there are horrible signs of pre- 
paration, camel triipks and stores going (iff. I 
very often think I could have a fit of hys- 
terics when I think we arc to have jive whole 
months this year of those deplorable tents, in all 
that dust and heat. This day three years we 
embarked from Portsmouth, so we have only got 
two years and fiviS months more of India. That 
ih really very satisfactory. I begin to think of 
what I shall say when I see you again. It really 
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will be too great happiness j I never can think of 
it coolly or rationally. It gets into a medley, and 
I begin to breathe shortly^ and to have red cars 
and pains in my elbows, and then I think it is 
presumptuous to look on so far; but still it is not 
so very, very far.* 

Saturday, Oct. G. 

It was a shqcking sight last night, to find the 
road littered with camel trunks, and beds, and 
flocks of goats, and dishes and ^stoves — all the 
camp pre])arations of the A.s. They are the first 
family who have gone down to the plains, much, 

I should think, to the detriment of tfie two 
babies; for they say tlie, heat still is dreadful, and 
they go into it from this nice climate, which is 
almost frosty now. But those camp 2 :)reparations, 

1 am hap 2 )y to say, made eveiy ljody*ifl. Jivar? 
Mrs.^lh, who is going to si^y^uj)* here, said she 
went home guite affected by the' recollection of* 
the trouble of las4 year, I really think I caif t 
go. 

We had such an evening of misfortunes on 
Thursday. We were all jdaying at loo, the doors 
open, house door aind all, as» is usual in India, 
when the most uncarthlj^ yell ^vfls set up, appa- 
rently in the passage, and this Vepeated^ three 
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or four times, and then all the servants seemed to 
be screaming. ‘ A leopard carrying off Chance ! ' 
was the first thing everybody said, and all the 
gentlemen ran out, when it jiroved to be one of 
Ur. D.’s jonpaunees, who was lying asleep at 
the door, and had had a violent nightmare; and 
though three others laid hold of him, he rolled 
himself off the verandah into the valley below. 
However, he was not the least hurt. But that 
set all our nervf^.s on edge. Then, wheii we went 
to bed, I lieard violent hysterics going on in the 
maids’ room, and that turned out to be Myra, 
F.’s ayah, whose husband lives with W. 0. They 
are never a very hapj)y couple, and all of a 
sudden, he took up a stick and beat her dread* 
fully, and she had run off from his house, leaving 
-ivcr baby on tltc floor. We sent and redeemed 
the baby, but it wi^s^^ a long time before Myra 
could be pacified, and sent off* to sleep at Rosina’s 
house. W. turned off Lewis the next morning, 
who immediately went and mdde it up with 
his wife, who came* this morning and said she 
must go too. My poor old Rosina continues to 
be very ill, coughing and spitting blood, which is 
very often the case with the Bengalees here. I 
am going to send hen down to Sabathoo on 
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Tuesday, with Mrsi A. Sabathoo is a very hot 
place, and may very likely cure Jtosip;! ; but she 
does nothing but cry now, poor old thing, at, the 
idea of going, and insists upon dying here, but I 
think she will get well in a warm place. One 
man whom w'e sent down to the plains, appa- 
rently in thc.Jast stage of decline, lias got safe to 
Calcutta, and quite Avell again. I suppose this 
is a very bad Siberia to tlicm. 

There Ims been great excitement and liappi- 
ncss in. our household. Ca2)i^iin J. wanted to 
do something kind by the servants on iiis giving 
up the charge of them, and wished to lAxve the 
w^ages of a few of Ijis favourites raised. I 
thought that "would raise a host of malecontents 
and petitioners, and suggested that a reward for 
length of service (as the Company wili ho longr^j- 
pciij^on off old servants) w(^ld be a j^opular and 
useful measure, and he took to it'kindly, and by • 
leaving Mo or thr^e places vacant, we shall not 
entail any additional expense on our successor. 
There were several who liad.l)een at Government 
House more than thirty-five years, fifteen who 

had been bet^veen 'twenty amd thirty years, and 

•# 

more than twenty who had scrypd fifteen years. 
We made three classes them, aiid gave them 
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two rupees, and one rupee, and half a rupee per 
month additional pay, which measure has diffused 
universal satisfaction, only it occasions constant 
references to the house-book, for natives never 
know anything about time ; so some of them, who 
had been there about five yeals, declare it must 
be nearly fifteen. Had you a good eclipse of the 
moon last night ? I never saw a really handsome 
one befoj'e ; but I dare say yours is quite another 
moon, and another earth altogether. 


Tuesday, Ocl. 9. 

Poor Rosina set off to-day; she seemed veiy 
low, but the air now is so keen here that she 
naturally felt worse. She fancies she is only 
going to stay a week, but Dr. 1). says she must 
*VC^y there till we pick her up on our way to the 
plains. 

We have begun doing a little bit of packing, 
that is, I have made a grtlhd survey of my 
wardrobe, and found that I had fourteen gowns 
to bestow on Wright, besides three of which 
she is to give me the loan, till we leave this 
place. Then I stSrt clear ibr the march, six 
supj 3 rb morning' gowns and six evening ditto, 
some the remains of M.’s last supply, and some 
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G.’s French gowris. I cajculatc they will en- 
able me to make a very creditable «apj)earance 
till I meet your treasure of a box at Agra. 
Nothing can be more judgematically planned. 

Friday^ Oct. 12. 

They say fliis must go to-day, which I believe 
is a mistake. • However, it is better to run no 
risks. 1 liave been writing to It. to send us 
out ‘ NichfHas Nickleby ’ overland. Docs not that 

book drive you demented? and I am sure it is 

• •». 

all true. I remembe r years ago a trial about 
one of those Yorkshire scliools where all the 
boys had the ophthahniia, and one boy had his 
bones through his skin, and none of the boys 

wer(i allowed a towel ; and tliese atrocities put us 

• • 

all into one of those frenzies in which we uscd4o 
indulge in youth. I dare sj/ Dickens was at that 
school. I wish he would not take to writing 
horrors, he realiseif them so painfully. 

I am so busy to-day, 1 have hardly time to 
write. G. wants to give Runjeet a picture of 
our Queen in her coronation robes. The Sikhs 
are nc^t likely to know if it Is an exact likeness 
as far as face goes, and the dress I have n^de 
out quite correcfly, fi^m descriptions ip the 
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papers and from prints, and ifc really is a very 
pretty pictarc. It is to be sent to Delhi to- 
morrow, and it is to have a frame of gold set 
with turquoises, with the orders of the Garter and 
the Bath enamelled. In short, it will be ‘})uf- 
fect, entirely puflect,' but I think they ought to 
give me Jlunjeet’s return present, f.s it has cost 
me much trouble to invent a whoi'ie Queen, robes 
and all. We are all quite well. God bless you ! 
My next letter jwill be from camp. ^ Mercy on 
us,’ as S. would say, but it is a comfort to think 
we shall end here again. 
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CPIAPTER XXIII. 

Saturday, Oct. 20, 18.28. 

I THINK it looks ill, that I have let a whole week 
go by without a touch of journal; but nothing 

particular --]jas happened, and it does not mean 

» 

any coldness, you know, dearesij. I have spent a 
week more of the time 1 am to be* aWay from 
you, so I could not be better employed. • 
Monday we gave a dinner, Tuesday we dined 

at the li.s. Met Mrs. and a newly-married 

couple, the husband being an object of much 
commiseration. Not but what he^is wefy happj^, 
probiibly, but he marrii'd the ixry Ijrst young lady 
that came up to the hills^his season ; she was < 
‘ uncoinmSm ordinary ' then, and nothing can 
look 'worse, semehow, than she does now. I 
dare say she is full of merit,* but I merely wish 
to observe, for tlie benefit of any of your sons 
who may come out to India, that when they 
have iJeen two or three years in^ a solitary sta- 
tion they should .not pj*opose to ^the very first 
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girl they see. However, I dare say the s 

are very h»:ppy, as I said before. 

V/ e had such an excellent play last night, or 
rather two farces, acted chiefly by Captains X. 
and M., and Mr. C. and by Captain Y., one of Sir 
G.’s aides-de-camp. Captain X. is really quite 
as good as Liston, and I think he ought to run 
over a scene or two every evening for our diver- 
sion. It is supposed that R. was never seen 
to laugh till he .cried before, which 1 ^ certainly 
did last night. It is astonishing how refreshing 
a real, good laugh is. 1 have not had so good 
a one lor ages. 

Tuesday, Oct. 23. 

The work of packing progresses, and there 
are no bounds to the ardour with which every- 
b^^dy labours to make us uncomfortable. This 
day fortnight we . re to be in our wretched 
tents, that is, if we really do not find ourselves 
unequal to the shock at la^t. There was an 
idea that coolies enough could not be raised at 
last, as everybody goes away at the same time, 
so instead of 3,000 at once, we have 1,000 
three times over, and as soon as they have 
taken one set of camel trunks to the plains 
they come back for another, so we spread our 
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discomfort thus ov^r a widq surface. I have suc- 
cumbed to such a temptation to-day »-I wish I 
had not, and yet I am glad I did — a large gold 
chain, two yards long, of the purest Indian gold. 

I could not let it escape me, and yet I know 
I should like to» have the money to spend at 
Lahore. 

• Wednesday, Oct. 24. 

To-day was a day of mysteries for Simla. 
R. came breakfast with us, and did half an 
hour’s business with G., and that put his family 
into a fever. News had arrived yesterday that 
the Persians had abandoned the siege of* Ilerdt, 

and so the s fancied that the Cabul business 

would be now so easy, that E. would not go in 
person^ 

G. and I were walking iu th^* evening, 

and* met the s, wh^gaid they had never 

passed such a day of curiosity, evidently think-* 
ing, pool' . new-married dears, that they were 

not going to part for ten years. Mrs. 

said to G. : ^ Now for once. Lord A., tell us a 
secret; what did R. go to you about?’ ‘Why 
he came,’ G. said, ^ to ask where w'^e bought our 
potatoes, they are so remarkably good.’ ^The 
other mystery was, that Captain Y. said he 
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had been eight hburs trying to prevent two 
gcntlernent. from fighting, and we cannot think 
of any fightable people at Simla. You never 
saw so lovely an ornament as a great Lucknow 
merchant brouglit yesterday. A bunch of 
grapes made up of twenty-sec^en emeralds, the 
smallest emerald the size of a mar])le, and all of 
such a beautiful colour; there are lai'ge pearls 
between each, and it is mounted on a j)lain 
green enamel stalk. It looks like Jhc fruit in 
Aladdin’s garden. We want G. to buy it for 
his parting present to llunjeet Singh. They 
were to have exchanged rings, and a ring, one 
single diamond without a flaAv, valued at 1,G00?., 
was to have come iip from Caleaitta this week, 
but it has been stolen from the dak. It was 
injured, but ^till it was a pity such a good 
diamond should be .|Ost. 

F^riday, Ont. 2(). 

We rode to Mr. B.’s yesterday, knowing that 
otherwise that bunch of grajL)es would be 
slurred over, and not even mentioned to us. 

I began by saying, 'we thought it beautiful, 
and just the pres^ait for a gi’eat potentate, 
upon which I>, said : ‘ Yes, it is almost too 
expensive, but I. was fhinkiiig of asking his 
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lordship to let me, present it to Shah Soojah.’ 
Luckily, that was tOo much even forp ., and he 
said : ‘ No, if I allow it to be bouglit at all, it 
could only be for a Governor- Gen oral to give 
away; besides, we are going to give Shah Soojah 
a kingdom, which ^ is quite enough without any 
presents.^ 

‘ A defeat,’ I thought, and ]Mr. I>. looked as 
if emerald* grapes Arerc remarkably sour, and 

on our ride home G. said he meant to take them 

% 

for liunjcct Singh. 

Tncida^, Oct. 30. 

G. took a fancy Oi» Saturday to go, after 
dinner, to play at Avhist Avith Sir G. U., so Ave fxll 
jonpauned oif, and vcily cold it is at iiight in 
those couAxyances. The cold brought a bilious 
attack I have been brcAving, to a crisis, and I 
had one of tlie Avorst headaches* I CA’cr had tn 
my life, o]i Sunday, and c^,.fld not sit up for a 
moj^nent. ^ lib is the first day’s ailment I huYC had 
since the Aveek Ave c^me to Sinja, and very lucky 
that it came belbre avc go into camp. This day 
Avcck Ave start. ‘ No ind to rny sufferens!’ as 
some novel says. 

Tlnirrtdiiy; Nov. 1. 

There! noAV 1 am quite well^ again, and in 
travelling condition ; an^ perhaps, netting off in 
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such good health, inarching may not be so 
fatiguing as it was last year. We have had 
nothing but take-leave visits the last three days. 
Mrs. R. sets off to-morrow with her own children 
and those two little orphaned G.s, whom she is 
taking to England. The wives to be left here 
are becoming disconsolate and fractious. 

Dear J. left us for good this morning. I do 
not think he cared much for us ; but all the old 
servants, of whom he has had the care for eleven 
years, went with all their Eastern, devoted-looking 
ways and took leave of him and quite overset his 
nerves, and he went off in a sliocking state. 
After taking leave of E. he quite broke down 
in G.’s room, and could not come to mine; 
and my jemadar came in with large tears run- 
ning dowii : ^ Major Sahib so unhappy. He say 
he not able to sppak to ladyship — he cry very 
much ! ’ I asked if they were all sorry he was 
going. ‘ Yes, very. He very old gentlemen at 
Government House, and know > everything, and 
very just.’ And then, to wind it up with a fine 
piece of language, ‘ he adapt properly well to all 
lordship’s poor servants.’ What that means I 
have not a guess, but I think it sounds comfort- 
able ; and I see uow thait the fault of India is that 
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nobody ‘adapts pi»operly veil’ to my English 
feelings. 

Sunday, No-v? 4. 

After service to-day, the dining-room was given 
up to Giles and the Philistines, the carpets taken 
up, and a long coiftitry dance formed of the camel 
trunks and Ihien-presses tliat we leave behind; 
and now avc di^^e and live in the drawing-room, 
which, without its curtains and draperies, and 
with its C:vude Iblding doors, .looks like half 
a ])all-rooin at a Canterbury *iim. I^oor dear 
house ! I am sorry to ^^‘e it despoiled. We have 
had seven as good months here, as it is possible to 
pass in India — no trouble, no heat; and if the 
Himalayas were only a continuation of Primrose 
Hill or Penge Common, I should have no objec- 
tion to pass the rest of my life ofi them. Pe«'- 
haps^you would drive up to/ky.mla on Saturday 
and stay till^ Monday. 

. Monday, Nov. 5. 

I had much ^better not write to-day, only I 
have nothing else to do ; but the September 
overland post is come (the August is missing), 
and I always havcf a reguLfr fit of low spirits 
that lasts twenty-four hours aftei>that. This is 
.your Newsalls lefter, a!^d dear T^’s account of 

s 
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the archery and coijntiy bails, and the neigh- 
bours ; and it all sounds so natural and easy, and 
I feel so unnatural and so far off. Just as you 
say, we have been her(j very little more than half 
our time, and I am sure it feels and is almost a 
life. 

It will be nearly six years altog^jther, that we 
shall have been away, if we ever.go home agfiin ; 
and that is an immense gap, and cbmiiig at a 
wrong time of. life. Ten or fifteen i^^ears ago it 
would have made less difierence, your .cliildren 
would still have been children; but now I miss 
all their youth, and ours will be utterly over. We 
shall meet again 

When youth and {genial years have flown, 

And all the life of life is gone. 

Lifeel so*Ycry ^^Id, not merely in look, for that is 
not surprising at ijiy age, and in this country, 
where everybody looks more than fifty; but just 
what Lady C, describes in Jier letter, the time 
iov putting up with discomforts ^las gone by. I 
believe what adds to my English letter lowness, 
is the circumstance that carpets, curtains, books, 
everything is gone from my room, and I am 
sitting in the;, middle of it, on a straw ^beehive 
choir, which ^^he natives^ always use when they do^ 
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admit a chair, with Chance’iS own little chair for 
my feet, and the inkstand on the Ic^lge of the 
window. I wish I Avas at Newsalls. Th?;re! 
**YK)W they want my inkstand. 

Syree, Tuesday, Nov. C. 

The beginning •of a second march, and so I 

had better put this up and send it. We left poor 

Simla at six. tl»s morning, and if I am to be in 

India I had rather be there, than anywhere. 

We diave limd scA^eii very cpiiet months, Avith 

« • 
good health and in a good climate, and in 

beautiful scenery. That is much as times go. 

As for this march, I cannot say Avhat I feel al>out 

it. It began just as it •left oil*. 

We arrived to breakfast here, and the coolies 
have been fractious, and so, Avhen I took oft* my 
habit, I had no gown to put 0]i ; the right liox^ls 
not (fomc, and I have no bonflevt td'put on for the 
afternoon’s march. 

We are in the •dak bungf^low, two Avhite- 
washed empty rftoms, Avith streaks of damp and 
dirt all over them. We hav^e been breakfasting 
in one, and all the husbands haA^e joined 

us. To be sure St. Cloup is a*jeAvcl of a cook for 
this sort of thing. He came here in the night and 
•prepared the breakfast Ve have fead, and the 
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luncheon we are going to hav(i. He is now gone 

f 

on to Sabafhoo, where we shall find dinner, and he 
mea^t to go on again at night to the tents, half* 
way between Sabathoo and the camp, to arrange.!; 
to-morrow’s breakfast and luncheon. God bless 
you, dearest M. ! 

There is a ship lost — ‘ The Protector ’ — -just in 
the mouth of the river. It was J)ringing troops 
and several passengers, but none whose names 
we know. There is only one soldie%.‘ saved out 
of the whole crew. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Buddoo, Friday, Nov. 9, 18J^. 

I SENT you my Jast journal tlie day before yester- 
day, having brought our history down fo the 
beginning o£ our second year’s inarch. 

The tents look worse than ever, inasmuch as 
they are a year older, and the new white patches 
look very dwcre2)ant* but one week, I suppose, 
will make tlieni all a general dirti/ brown. The 
camp looks melancholy without any ladies or 
children; I miss Mrs. A. particularly. Our 
dear friend Mr. C., of Umballa, who magistrat^d 
us Mst year, joined us agaiif at the foot of the 
hillsj and had the bright idea to station his gig 
at the first passable* bit of the^road, which, as I 
was shaken iiitc/ small atoms by eight hours of 
the jonpaun, was a great relief. Moreover, after 
seven months of the hills, a wheeled carriage was 
rather ^a pretty sight, and I* began to think of 
the rapid advance of science, aad the curious 
inventions of modern tirftes. 
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We fire obliged to stay 4iere, to give time 

r 

for the tlwngs to come up. The old khan- 
samuli wanted another day for his arrange- 
ments, and it is impossible to refuse him any- 
thing, for he never makes a difficulty, and very 
seldom owns to one. 

When we stopjied half-way between Sabathoo 
and this place it was a double niarch, and there 

f 

was not a thing come up, not even a chair ; and 
there the dcai; old khansamah, wkh his long 
white beard, went fussing about, in and out of the 
tents and the trees, and there were fires burning 
amongst the grass, and tea made in a minute ; 
and then he came with half-a-dozen fresh eggs, 
which he must have laid himself, and a dish of 
rice, and in ten minutes we had an excellent 
bseakfast/ I met my new horse on the plain, 
such a beautiful antmal, like an Arabian in pic- 
ture book, with an arched neck and an arcjhed 
tail, and he thryws out his legs as if he were 
going to pick up a pin at a gre6-t distance. W. 
was riding it in a prancing sort of manner, that 
made me thiiijc it was the high-spirited animal 
its former owner described, &.nd to which ^ts pre- 
sent owner would particularly object ; but I am 
happy to say* that is a**mistake. I rode it one 
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day alone with Ca];vtam X.,^and to-day with G., 
whose horse was enough to drive any .other mad, 
and my beauty did not care a straw. 

‘I am glad, Miss Eden,’ Webb said, ‘you did 
not take fright at first sight, because the horse 
would have found you out directly; and he is 
about the bjjst horse in our stable, which is 
saying a good ^eal. I rode him all the way from 
Kurnaul, and I think it was as much like sitting 
in a good, Qp-sy chair as anything ever I felt.’ I 
think if the horse had a view of Webb in his trjir- 
velling costume, he would not consent* to be an 
easy chair under him : a flannel jackcft, with 
leathers, and leather ^gaiters, and an immense 
hat made of white feathers and lined with green, 
supjoosed to keep out the sun ; and now he has set 
up a long beard, and he rides by.the^slde of Jhe 
carriage, either common faslimn .or sideways, if 
he is exercising one of ofir horses. G. saj^s he* 
wonders ^low the ^ykhs will describe him in their 
journals. We have at last arrived at the posses- 
sion of Mr. D.’s bonnets, which were packed up 
exactly a year ago, and have come out as fresh as 
if the milliner’s gisl had ju%t stepped over with 
them, from the shop at the corner, the blonde 
inside looking qirite hliu and fresh, and the gauze 
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ribbon just unrolled.^ It is \ery odd, and I am 
of opinion j,t would be clever, even now, to have 
oursfjves put up in tin and soldered, till it is 
time to go home. We should alter no more. 
bonnets are particularly pretty. I mean to ap- 
pear in mine at Ferozepore, to give Runjeet some 
slight idea of what’s what in tlip matter of 
bonnets. 


Matlao, Monday, Nov. 12. 

.We made our first march on Saturday to 
Nallj^ghui : roads bad, horse an angel. The 
carriage could not be used. G. drove me the 
last half in Mr. C.’s gig, ^ and Mr. C. drove F. 
We went on the ele2)haiits to see Nallyghiir on 
Sunday afternoon. It is a pretty place, and the 
old^ rajah 'has a very nice little palace on the 
top of a hill, looking;^! nto his village, and he ,'s a 
.nice gentleman like S’id man, very^ fair, with 
lightish hair, which is, I believe, a disease al- 
most amounting tl leprosy, but it did not look 
bad — quite the contrary, rather distingue and 
European. All the Sikh chiefs under Mr. C.’s 
care look comfortably; he makes them keep their 
roads and palaces in good order. Mrs. d. had 
a melancholy accident the other day. She was 
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out riding with hor childrgi; one of her bearers 
touched her mule, which kicked and thrcAV her 
over its head. She broke one arm in two pkces, 
:vid dislocated the other wrist. Mr. C, was 
away, and there was no doctor nearer than 
Sabathoo; she remained four days Avith these 
broken ariug before Dr. L. could be fetched 
from Sabathcp, but her arms are set, and 
she is recovering very A^ell. That Avant of a 
doctor rnui'it XQvy often be a ^ore distress in 
India. . A Mrs. R. at Simla, Avhose husbaild 

Avas sent as Resident to , Adhere* she is to 

join him, came in tears to see us Iasi Avcek, 
saying she had tAVO sickly cliildren and there Avas 
not a doctor AAdthin one hundred miles, and she 
Avished I AA^ould mention it to G. I thought 
Avhat a state you Avould haAx^ hoeii ih* and 1 «dav 
A Oi>Av0uld forth Av^ith have iicmoved your Major 
R. from l^s residency. ^The doctors are all* 
Avantcd Ibr the arnjy, so I did nqt think she had 
much chance, ^but G. happily had one spare 
one at his disposal, and th*e poor little Avoman 
AA'as very grateful. 

We had a great storm c£ rain last night at 
Nallyghur, and brought it on hei'e with us;^and 
I suppose there never %v"ere such a set of ^miser- 
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able animals seen, slashing about what may be 

I 

called our piivate apartments in overshoes, and 
with* a parasol stuck up in particularly thin 
places — the servants all shivqfirig and huddlec^ 
together, palanquins wanted to take us to break- 
fast and dinner — in short, a meSs. 

Roopur, Tucf&day, Nov. 13. 

This is the memorable place* where Lord 
William and Runjcct had their meeting, ‘ where 
those sons of glovy, those two lights (5i men, met 
in the vale pf lioopur. You lost the view of 
earthly glory. Men might say, till then true 
pomp was single, but now was married to itself, 
&c.’ What is that quot6d from? You don’t 
know — you know nothing. But as touching 
this scene ^of glory, it is a large jdain — in short 
a Slice of India —with a ruinous fort on one side 
and a long narrow fcq^^caar of mud huts on* an- 
other, the Sutlej running peacefully alopg about 
a mile from our pncamprnclit. We have the 
same tents Lord W. had, at least facsimiles of 
them ; therefore we are quite up to the splen- 
did meeting. Perhaps our tents are a shade 
handsomer, being a‘very deep chocolate colour 
owing to the rkin of yesterday. They were of 
course let down into the mud and have acquire^ 
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that rich, brown hue. Moreover, it occurred to 
me that my feet were very cold to«day, and at 
last I discovered that the wet oozed out of the 
Aetringees (an Indian excuse for a floor cloth) 
at every step, and I had them taken up, and 
the tent is littered profusely and handsomely 
with clean straw, giving the whole the air and 
odour of a riokety hackney coach. G. observes 
every day, as he did last year, ‘Well! I wish 
Sir Charle^i Metcalfe could see; us, and exjflain 
why this is a luxurious mctl’iod of travelling.’ 
The suffeadrigs of the cattle, as usua/, make the 
morning’s inarch liatcdlil. We have lost seven 
camels and two bullocks in seven days, and 
generally come in for a view of their dying 
ao:onies. 

o • 

WodiieSday, Nov. J4. 

I cannot put any names* to tliese places, but 
we are thi;ee marches from Lootlhceana. I had 
such a pretty pres^mt this mornii^g, at least rather 
pretty. It is «a, baby clephafit, nine months old, 
caught at Saharun2:)ore by the jemadar of the. 
mahouts, and he has been educating it for me, 
tmd offered it means* of Captain D., his 
master. W. and I have been Ipoking about for 
some time for a'gigarffic goat for Chance to ride 
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on great occasions, b^ut a yontliful elephant is 
much morer correct, and is the sort of thing 
Runjcet’s dogs will expect. It just comes up to 
iny elbow, seems to have Chancels own little bad' 
temper and his love of eating, and is altogether 
rather like him. I had no idcvi. such little ele- 
phants were valuable, but it appeals that they 
are, as the baboo told me, ‘ quite a fancy article, 
great rajahs like them for little rajahs to ride 
on.’ The mahoqt would not take imj money, 
so^^I had it valued and it is worth about forty 
pounds, and I got Mi\ C. to j)rcsent him with a 
pair of shawls and a pair of bracelets to that 
amount, accompanied by a neat Persian speech, 
which C. thought was worth about an equal 
sum. The blue shawls would have suited my own 
contplaint ' (Exactly. The investiture took place 
in my tent, and the excellent mahout was im.ch 
effected, Mr. C. says by his speech, think by 
the blueness of the shawls, and<.the man probably 
regretted his little elephant. » 

There has been an exchange of thirty ele- 
phants with various chiefs, in the course of the 
last ten days. Chante never means to part with 
his, and as Captain D. observed in his slowest 
tones, ‘ In about forty yedrs, that will be a very 
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handsome elephant,’ very \nteresting, because it 
would naturally be* very vexatious to me if, forty 
years hence, it were to turn out a great gawky 
l^east. Jimrnund came with Chance under his 
arm to make a salaam, and when I asked what 

was the mattery he said he came to say he 

» 

was very gl^id that his Chance had got a llotty. 
You arc of iiourse aware that we habitually 
call elepliants Ilotties^ a name that might be 
safely appl'^d to every other jinimal in India, 

but I suppose the elephants had the first cho?ce 

* 

of names and took the most annronriate. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Thursday, Nov.. 15, 1838. 

The August mail came in to-day;, a Aveek after 
the September j)acket. Your dear, gbod letter 
has come both these last times Avitligut making 
it!, usual Calcutta ‘detour, Avhich is A^ery clever of 
it.. Certainly NcAVsalls is a very nice place; 
mind y6u don’t let it slip through your fingers 
till I come trotting up tq the door on my ele- 
phant forty years hence. 

Friday, Loodhoeaiia. 

The caVidry gnd the artillery and the second 
regiment of infantrj; that is to make uj) ^the 
escort met us this moSining, and the^ salute Avas 
fired by the hoAvitzers that G^. has had *made to 
present to Runjeek They are yery handsome, 
ornamented more tlirln our soldiers think becom- 
ing, but just Avhat Runjeet Avould like; there is 
the bright star of l^he Punjab, Avith Runjeet’s 
profile on the gun; and Captain E. says* that 
thousands of l^ikhs have tbeen to look at these 
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guns, and all of them salaam to Kunjeet^s picture 
as if it were himself. 

Suifday, Noa% 18. 

They have been building a small church at 
this station, and though it is not finished, they 
were very anxious Mr. Y. should try it, as it is 
uncertain when ^another clergym/in may pass 
through Locldheeana; so all our chairs and foot- 
stools were seilt down to be made into pews, and 
Mr. Y. preached a very good sermon. There 
are three American missionaries here, but they 
have not made any conversions. 

is gone to hunt up Runjeet, who al- 

ways gives himself the airs of being missing when 
he is to have a meeting with any great potentate, 
and goes oft* on a hunting exj)edition. He is 
gene.rally caught in time, but it is a^ matter of 
etiquette that neither party should appear* to 
waft for the other, so if Runjeef goes out hunt- 
ing G. ij^u^fet stop to shoot or fish. It will not 
detain us long if w^ stop to eat all he can kill here. 

Monday and* Tuesday, Nov. 10 and 20. 

We have marched ten miles each day without 
having seen tree or buildings I believe. Chance’s 
elephant comes eveiy afternoon to show himself, 
and his education is jgrogressing, rapidly, under 
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the care of a splendid individual in a yellow satin 
dress, who has received the very responsible 
situation of his mahout. He has already learnt 
to kneel down, and the excellent joke of fillip 
his little leech of a trunk with water and squirt- 
ing it at anybody who affronts, him. 

Chance and he are frightfully alike in disposi- 
tion — grcKidy and self-willed ; and, barring the 
nose, very like in look. 

WedncscTay, Nov. 21. 

. The canip wasnury noisy the first two nigiits, 
and X. wont round to the various commanding 
officers* and made fresh arrangementB with the 
sentries, who I fancy must have cut off the heads 
of any man, camel, or elephant, who presumed to 
speak or howl, for there has not been a sound 
since. ‘'Gentlemen who cough arc only to be 
slightly wounded,’ ^s the ‘ Rejected Addre^es’ 
•say. It really is tem'pting, for the tent-pitchers 
with all their wives and all their chihfi’en have 
set up their marcliing coughs, ai^d as they sleep 
round their pitchees;, there is a continual sound 
of expectoration going on. Rosina was robbed by 
her hackery driver. X. had the man up before 
D., and the money is restored. 

I' had a little domestic complaint to send to 
him last night. 
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I always tliink^ tlicse domestic stories may 
amuse you in England, from tlieir contrast to 
the habits of that excellent country, from A^hich 
I liavc been inveigled. Tliere is a servant called 
the sirdar-bearer, or head of all the palanquin 
and toiijaun bearqrs, whose business it is to walk 
by the side of tlie palanquin and * see that the 
bearers carry it rightly. 

This has been rather a sinecure with us, but 
the man has always been a good little servant 
and has attachc^d himself to mq and is supposcid 
to be always at the door of my tent (v^ith an um- 
brella; he keeps the tonjaun in readiness,* and in 
Calcutta he always slept at ]ny door, and was 
in the way for everything that was wanted. In 
short, ‘ Loton ’ was a general favourite, and sup- 
posed to be remarkably active. To my surprise, 
he came in yesterday to sa^^ that he could not 
possibly go with my palafiquin <3very morning,^ 
th*e roads* were so bad, he found it tired him. 
In short, he evidently wanted# a place on an ele- 
phant, Avhich the servants avIjo Avait at table have; 
but bearers are a class avIio can walk thirty miles 
a day ; and it was A^ery much .like your coachman 
asking to travel in the carriage, as it was too 
much trouble to (Jrive. I said he had better go to 
VOL. I.- 


T 
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Captain X. wlicn he was in difficulties, and that 
I did not doubt Captain X' Avould find one of 
the Qther bearers who would be happy to take the 
j)lace of sirdar, and that Loton would' then onl^ 
have to cany the lirdf-way. (At 

present he carries nothing.) I told Captain X. 
this morninf^f, 'and I thoudit he would ]ia\'C had 
a fit. lie is not yet accustomed to the notion of 
the number of j^oople Avho are mer(‘ly Icept for 
show and even for work ; there is a douldc 
set for every tiling. F. and I have each thirty- 
two bearers,* where other people have eight, that 
there m<iy luwer be a difficulty ; and the idea that 
I was to direct my owii bearci’s on the road 
struck X. as remarkably amusing. 

I should think it would have b(;en, as T have not 
a single IIiKdiistani Avord to stiy to them. 1 left 
it to him to settle, and poor Loton is degra/led 
<:o the ranks, die caVes A^ery much about the 
gold-laced livery and still more about®' the two 
rupees a month, AA'^xich he loses. ^ A bearer lives 
on that, and sends all the rest home. They all 
come from the neighbourhood of Patna, never 
bring their Avives, bvt live together like a large 
family, in fact, sell tlieniselves for so many 
years, and thep, Avhen thty have earned enough 
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to buy a bit of lartd, go borne for life. I Iiojdc 
Captain X. means to allow himself to be en- 
treated like Major J., for I shall die of* it if 
J^oton is not restored in time. He was a great 
favourite of Lord W.’s, and I rather think I 
spoilt him by raising his wages partly on that 
account. C»i])taiii X. has the real Indian feeling 
that a servantiK)bjeeting to an order is a sort of 
depravity that cannot 1)e put up with — ^in short, 
that cannot ^be believed. I said that, as it was a 
first offei^ce, he should be as lenient^as he could, 
and he said, ‘ Certainly, it would be very lenient 
only to fiirn the man aAvay. I assure you, 
Miss Eden, a native would have put a man to 
death, who had refused to ru]t by the side of his 
palancpiin ! ’ I think I see myself cutting off 
Lotoids head Avitli a 2 )air of scissors. It is vf'ry 
awful to think of the nun!lv.‘r 'of petty rajahs 
in the country who have the power of life and 
death over their followers. It must be very 
often abused. 

Ralurday, Nov. 24, 

We have had three short marches. I am 
not much better.* Except for the march, I 
keep as quiet as possible, and* have iiot been 
over to piny m<3al, or^ out of my OAm tent, 

T 2 
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except to sit in an arm-cliair in 'front of it between 
five and six*. I always think the weather very 
trying in the plains. In the inoriiiiig the 
thermometer was at 45°, and we were all shiveip- 
iiig with shawls and cloaks on, and at twelve 
the glass rose to 83°, and we arc now sitting 
under punkahs with a small allowanee of clothes. 
That happens every day, and I cjmnot think it 
wholesome. There was an interesting arrival 
from Delhi this morning, my braceh/t with G/s 
picture, which I liad sent back to have a cover 
fitted to the picture, and it has come back so 
beautifully mended — ^^vith a turquoisO cross on 
an enamelled lid. Then Mr. B., who superin- 
tended my private bracelet, undertook on the 
public account a frame for my picture of the 
Qu'ecn, Avhich is to be given to Runjeet, and the 
frame came with the oracclet. They had not time 
for the beautiful design of all* the orders of the 
Garter and Bath, &c., which I wanted, and so 
only made the frame es massive' as they could. 
It is solid gold, very well worked, with a sort 
of shell at each corner, encrusted with precious 
stones, and one ver/ fine diamond in each shell. 

TJie materials come to about 500^., forty 
.icwcllers work'ed at it mght and day, and the 
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head jcAveller e>^)ects a , klielwut, or robe of 
honour, with a pair of shawls, for his activity. 
It will be a very handsome item in the list of 
presents, and is to be given in great form. 

One of Runjeet’s chief sirdars came into 
camp to-day, and there was a very fine 
dui’bar, as he was to be received as an am- 
liassador. IT(% is a great astronomer, and there 
was lucik^dy at the Toslia Ivhanna an orrery 
and some ‘astronomical instruvients which G. 
added to liis presents, and the man went awdy, 
they say, quite delighted. Every everiing there 
is to be atl arrival of one hundred jars ot* sweet- 
meats, which is a great delight to the native 
servants. 
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CHAPTER XXYL 

c 

Camp, Fcrozpporc, 'VVadnesdQV, Nov. 28, 18">S. 

I PUT up a lar^e packcit to you on Saturday, which 
will accompany this ; but I was shy making it 
thicker. Sunday, the whole camp was glad of a 
halt; the sandy roads tire all the people much. 

There Avas a very large congregation at church, 
I was told; we have so many troops with us now, 
and Y.’s preaching is in great rejmtation. On 
Monday Ave marched eleven more miles Avith the 
same dusty result. The chief incident Avas, that 
G. was to have tried an Arabian of W. O.^s, Avhich 
is a perfect laml) in a croAA^d, and Avas dntended to 
officiate at the great reAicAV ‘as is to be;' but 
the syce by mistake gave him another horse of 
W.’s Avhich pulls worse than G.’s OAvn horse. F., 
who Avras riding with him, assured him that the 
Arabian had such a' tender mouth that it was only 
cha|ing oecause he held it too tight : he loosened 
tlie bridle — uAvay went the horse like a shot, and 
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•away went twenty-five of^tlie body-guard after 
him, thinking it was his lordship’s .j^l^^^isure to 
go at that helter-skelter pace : away went who 
is on duty ; in short, notliirig could be finer than 
the idea ; Imt they all pulled up when they saw 
how it was. G.’^>horse g.alloped on tAvo miles for 
its OAvn ampsement, and then he made it go 
another for liis, and finally changed it for liis OAvn 
horse, whos(i merits rose by comparison. T Avas 
in the carri^ige l)ehind, and W./tame up in the 
greatest fuss — having heard of the mistake— 
and just as lie*, Avas saying tlic horse would run 
aAA^ay, tAv^of of the guard (lame back to sa}^ it had 
done so; so he had tlci pleasure of .a good pro- 
])hecy. 

Yesterday, avc came twch^e miles. My health 
is nc'itlier l)etter nor AAmrse, so 1 c.amt3*on in the 
carriage ; all the others rod(?tJic Jast four miles, 
and Aver(* njc't by IM. and ifll his staff at the toAvif 
of Ferozepore. G.,let me go on half a mile in 
advance, in ord>vr to avoif^tUi? dust, Avhich must 
liave shocked General It., avIio never lets even a 
little dog ])rc‘cedc him in his march. 

I passed him and his suit55 by the side of the 
road draAvn up according to the »strictekt rule, a 
very lar^e body^of coeflved hats. * General It. in 
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front, alone, then a lon^ row of general officers, 
then a longer row of a lower grade. It Avas too 
iiAvfi;! and military a moment for speech. I Avas 
not sure Avhether it Avas not irregular to kiss my 
hand; Iioavcaxt, I ventured on that little move- 
ment, Avhicli Avn,s received Avith a benign ‘ clig- 
notcment de I’oeil ’ signifying ‘Wrong, but I 
forgive it for once.’ 

I got in, tliree quarters of an hour before tlie 
rest, Avlio came a foot’s pace, and Ge^mral E. told 
F. they always marched that fashion — General 
It. first, tliey l)e]iind — a trot iKW(‘r allowc'd. 

General K. Avas uncommonly atfable', and came 
and paid me a, visit in mytent, Avhere I Avas lying 
doAvn, all dust and fatigue*, and Avishing for break- 
last. Sir W. C., too, came in for a moment, in 
ilia highest glee, not so fat as he Avas at Calcutta — 
Ave expected he Avou'id have been twice the si>je. I 
told him he Avas grown thin, and he Arent back to 
his faA^ourite story of the courtiers telliiig George 
IV.,Avhen he A\\as hi l^^is fattest, “ijYour Majesty is 
regaining your figure ! ’ 

We had a- most interesting envoy from General 
A. who is em])loyed"'by liunjeet in PesluiAvar, and 
Avh^Avrdte to each of us 'liis polite French regrets 
that he could oot come here, but he sent ‘ un tres 
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•j:)etit paquet ’ of tlje sliawls we had commissioned 
him to get worked in Cashmer^, w,hcn we saw 
him in Calcutta, and also the Cashmere go\%ns he 
had promised. lie declared that there never were 
such fiiilures; that he had sent seven or eight 
‘ surveillants ’ tc* Cashmere, ‘ inais on m’a tout 
gate.^ 

An hour a/ter there arrived, instead of the 
‘ petit pitquet,’ a very large pillow, or ratlier a 
small ottonian, brought in by two men, and then 
we had such cutting and iiifeking and tearkig 
away of oilcloth and muslin and * shawl paper 
and at laiRt arrived at tlie tnuisures. Fo'ftr shawl 
dresses, four magnificent square shawls, and four 
long scarfs to match the dr(.‘sses — but the fineness* 
and the brightness of the whole concern it is 
impossible to describe. One gets to*f alue slqiwls 
only by their finenciss at IrAt^ and we have seen 
nothing lijvc these. Tlu^^ have ’been a year ai'Rl 
a half *hi makings We have ascertained the 
pYices of the.^^ shawls, wbich are very cheap 
considering their beauty.*’ The dresses were at 
Calcutta promised us as presents, but under the 
circumstances of our being* in liunjeet^s country 
and^A. one of his generals, we, want rj to pay for 
them, which GaptainPE. has undertaken ^o do. 
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I now say once more, as I haviC often said before, 
I really doii-t want any more shawls, but yet I do 
always when they come in my wnj^ 

In the afternoon Sir W. C., B., W., M., 
and two or three more, went on elephants to 
compliment tlic Maharajah, and met half-way 
Kurruck Singh, Ids son and supposed heir, Ajeet 
Singh, our Simla friend, and Sujeyt Singh, tlie 
great dandy of the Punjab, witli sevcn'al others 
coming to compliment G. The IVIalgirnjah had 
the best of the bargain. 

Kurruck Singli is a])parent1y an idiot ; some 
people say lie oidy alF(*cts it, to keep- Itunjeet 
from being jealous of him, but it looks like very 
unaffected and com])1ctc folly. 

Runjeet kept our de])utation very late. lie 
was in the i/ighest spirits, W. said, and laughed 
out loud at several jokes. Sir W. C. took the 
fcxTicy of all the Sikhs. lie is very jov^ial, besides 
being courteous in his mannprs, and talks at a 
great rate, riunject pjpduced some of his wine, 
a sort of liquid fire, that none of our strongest 
spirits approa(;h, and in general Europeans can- 
not swallow more than a drop of it. 

Sir Wv tossed, off his glass and then asked for 
another, which fhey thought very- fine. He came 
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•back of course vcjy tipsy, but they said he was 
very amusing at 'dinner. Th^’e ^are always 
nautchcs at these durbars, and oue of W.^s fcp’iner 
acquaintances called ‘ the Lotus, ^ Avho is very 
beautiful, looked so pretty that W. asked E. if 
he mig]it give Jier the little bunch of pearl 
flowers, tliat^was given, to all the gciiitleincn. E. 
said it would ainusc the Maliarajah, and so it did, 
but 11. seriously uneasy at the dreadful loss 
to Government of the pearl bouquet. It was 
worth about ten shillings, I suppose. 

Friday. 

YestcRlay was th(i day of the great meeting. 
All tlui ladies (only fen with the whole army) 
came to breakfast at half-})ast seven, and so did- 
‘ the great Panjandrum himself.’ 

1 have not been to any meal, ^nd •hardly laxve 
sectn anybody, for the last J^iree .Aveeks, so I did 
not join tlicm till it was dearly time for Punjeet 
to arrive*; : Avhen Ik; was at the end of the street, 
G. and all the gentlemen wr^t on their ehiphants 
to meet him. 

There Avere such a nund)cr of elephants, that 
the clash at meeting A\^as*Axay great and veiy 
destructive to the hoAvdahs and han/fings. G. 
handed the Mijiarajalt into the ^first large^ tent. 
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where we were all waiting ; but the Sikhs are very 
unman ageaJjle; and they rushed in on all sides, 
and the European officers were rather worse, so 
that the tent was full in a moment, and as the 
light only comes in from the bottom, the crowd 
made it perfectly dark, and .tho old man seemed 
confused and bothered. * frow(wer,.he sat down 
for a few minutes on the sofa, between G. and me, 
and recovered. He is exactly like an old mouse, 
with grey whiskers and one eye. W.lum they got 
into the inner tenx, which was to have been quite 
])rivatG, the English officers were just like so 
many bears; put aside all the sentries, cJ)Solutely 
refused to listen to the a,ides-d(*-cainp, and tilled 
'•the room ; so then, finding it must be ])ul)l*c, G. 
sent us Avord we might all come there, and avc had 
a good vieAA' of it all. 

Runjeet had- no jfcAvels on Avliatever, nothing 
but the comrnoiiest rea silk dress. lie had two 
stockings on at first, Avhich.-was considered an 
unusual circumstarirq,:. but he »very soon con- 
trived to slip one off, that he might sit Avith one 
foot in his hand, comfortably. B. Avas much 
occupied in contriving to edge one foot of his 
chair on to the carpet, in Avhich he at last suc- 
ceeded. 
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. Next to lihn sat Jlecra Sirigli, a very handsome 
boy, who is llunjeel’s favourite, Jind^was loaded 
witli emeralds and j)earls. Dhiaii Sing his fj^ther 
is the prime minister, and uncommonly good- 
looking : he was dressed in yellow satin, with a 
quantity of chain.,arinour and steel cuirass. All 
their costuines were very picturc*squc. There 
were a little l^oy and girl about four and five 
years old,*cliildr(‘ii of some of Ilunjeet’s sirdars 
who were killed in battle, and he always has 
these cliildren with him, and Aas married tlicttn 
to cacli other. They were crawling •about the 
floor, an i running in and out between ilunjeet 
and G.,and at one tiinp the little boy had got his 
arm twisted round G.ks leg. I sent to ask B. for. 
two of the common pearl necklaces that are given 
as khehvTits, rind sent them witl'j a pl’ivate note 
roiyid to G.,Avho gave them >o thq children, which 
delighted ^hc old mouse. 

After half an lioiy^’s talk. Sir AV. C., with some 
of our gentleman, marched the room with my 
picture of the (iucen on a gy^en and gold cushion ; 
all the English got up, and a salute of twenty- 
one guns was fired. JtnnjG^t took it up in his 
hands, though it was a great weight,^ and ex- 
amined it for at least ^ve minutes with his one 
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piercing eye, and asked B. foi’ an exjDlanation of 
the orb and sce])tre, and whether the di’css were 
correct, and if it were really like ; and then said/ 
it was tlie most gratifying present he could have 
received, and that on his return to his camp, the 
picture would be hung in front of his tent, and a 
royal salute fired. When all the o,th(‘r presents 
had been given that could come in trays, 
200 shells (not fish, but gunpoAcder shells) were 
presented to the IMaharajah, and two magnificent 
howitzc'rs, that had been cast on 2 )urposc‘ for him 
(as I think T told you), which seemed to please 
him ; aVid outside, there was an ele])hant' with gold 
trappings, and seven hordes equally bedizened. 
•His strongest passion is still for horses: one of 
these hit his flmcy,’ and he quite foi*got. all his 
state, and . an .out in the sun to feel its legs 
and examine it. Yv^'bb (the coaclinian) w/ 3 nt 
down in the; afterjioon' to take the Mizzur Iiorses 
to Iiunjc*et, and gave us such an amusing account 
of his interview. 

He talks a sort of half Yorkshire, half Indian 
dialect. 

‘AVhy, you \see, my lord, I had a long job of 
it. The old man was a-sajang of his prayers, and 
all the time he was prating, he was a-looking 
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after my liorges. At last he gets up, and 1 was 

• ^ 

tired of waiting: in dll that sun. Jlut laAv! Miss 
Eden, there conies that picture tliat }'ou’ve Jbeeii 
a-painting of; and there the old man scaids for 
his sirdar, and that sirdar and they, nil go down 
on their knees, a* matter of sixty of them, and 

first one has a look aiid.theji the other, and Run- 

* 

jeet he asked nie such a many questions, 1 wished 
the [)ictui fc furthei*. lie talked about it for an 

hour and a half, and I tolled him 1 never seed 

> * 

the (Jueen. How should I? 1 have been here 
with tAvo GoA’ernor-(ienerals, and twelve years 
in India iJjoA e that. So then he says, sjys he, 
“Which Govemoj*-Gei,iei-al do you like best?’^ 
And T says, “Why, Maharajah, 1 haint much fiult 
to find Avith luather of them.'’ So then avc had 
out t]i(! horses, and there the old j^iautVas a-run- 
nii]”’ about lookiim at ’em, nivire like a coolie than 

*a kirm. I ne\'t‘r sec* a man .fo i leased, jiiid he made? 

• f ^ ’ 

me rideh*m. So, AA^hen I’d been there four hours 

a’most, all in thc^suii, he ^vc^ne this pair of gold 

bracelets and this paii* of shaANds ; .and he s.ays, 

s.ays he, “Go and slioAvyourself’to the Lord Sahib, 

just as you are : nijnd you diai’t ^a^lve them off.” 

But f5iw ! 1 did not like to come such a figure, so 

,here they are! ’ 
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B. was standing by, so I had the- presence of 
mind to say, ‘Of course Lord A. should let Webb 
keep^ those,' and he said directly, that for any 
actual service done, it was only 2:>ayment, and 
the}^ would hardly pay Webb for all the trouble he 
had had with the young horses, So Webb went 
olF very ]in])py, and I sup])osc when we return to 
Calcutta Mrs. Webb will be equally so. 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

Sunday, Dec. 2, 1838. 

I WAS very knocked up yesterday with the 

durbar of the day before. I never told you — such 
a horrid idea ! That box of yours„with that lovely 
velvet . pelisse — that blue cloak — those little 
‘ modes ’ of Mdlle. Sophie, are all food lor sharks, 
I much fear. Pray always mention the name 
of the ship by which .you send such treasures. 
You and R. both mentioned that these iMrti- 
cular treasures sailed the last 'week in June; the 
only two ships in the list that did sail then were 
the j^cringapatam and the Pr&t43Ctor. 

We havg ascertained ^at the first had no- 
thing for^ls, and tb^ unfortunate Protector was 
wrecked at the <^andheadjS *ai^d only five of the 
crew saved. There were all sorts of melancholy 
horrors about the shipwreck, so for a long time 
it never occurred to me to ttiink ^aTiout my own 
little Venture in it, but I suppose it must have 
been there. Tlie passetigers, after^ they had been 
VOL. I. u 
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two days and nights in the boaf s, were passed by a 
ship coming, to Calcutta., but this ship was in great 
danger from a squall, and as they were all a great 
way from land, she could not contrive to shoi^en 
sail, so that the shipwrecked people must have 
seen a ship pass them without .making any sign, 
just as they were almost»at the last gasp. I am 
sure that must have added a pang to death. 

A pang is added to the loss of my box, by my 
seeing ‘ a box of wearing apparel ;picked up at 
sea, frbm the wre^ck of the Protector, to be sold 

by auction for the benefit of ^ I forget 

who — vhe individual who picked it up. Mine 
to a certainty, and if they will not let me have 
■ the box, I cannot see why it is not sold for my 
benefit. 

,To return tq my journal. — On Thursday even- 
ing G . gave a dinner to fifty generals ^and 
lolonels, &c., and they* say St. Cloup covers him-’ 
self with glory by the di/iners he turns out. 
They really are wc.nderful. I sent for him this 
morning to tell him so, and he is always very 
amusing, so like one of Mathews’ negroes. 

‘ Si madamc est contente, il n’y a rien a dire, 
et assurement je fais de mon mieux, mai^ enfin 
qu’cst ce qu’il y a?—pas de .legumes, pas de^ 
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•fruit; il ne faut pas tuer ,un boBuf, a. cause de 
la religion de ces maudits Sikhs^; enfin j’ai de 
la poussiere pour sauce. Mon Dieu, quel pilys ! ’ 

On Friday morning, G. went to return Run- 
jeet’s visit. It was just a repetition of the same 
ceremonies, he s^iys. He asked ^ G. to come 
back to a private cofifercnce for two hours 
before the na'fltch, which he is to give us to- 
morrow. ^ Some of his jirescnts were very hand- 
some, particularly a bed with *gold legs, com- 
pletely encrusted with rubies and emeralds, all 
the furniture of the bed being yellow shawl. 
There was also one pair of blue shawlsj which 
cost Runjeet 2iOL and which are quite unique. 

G. gave another great dinner to fifty col(:^els, 
majors, &c., and F. and I dined in my tent. 

* a 

His man-dinner for otice turned oht pleasant 
and talkative. St. Cloup m«njntained his repu- 
tation, and I think G. and W. came over after 

* ■ 

dinner rdther merry than otherwise. 

This is a drcjulfully noicj>^mp. The cavalry 
have pitched themselves just behind our tents : 
one horse gets loose, and goes and bites all the 
others, and then they kick ahd g^t’ loose too, and 
then ‘^all the • syces wake and begin scj*eaming, 
and the tent ] itchers ate called tQ knock in 1h( 





UP THE COUNTRY. 


rope pins, and the horses are n^ighing^all the time, . 
till they are tud up again. ‘Then the infantry 
regiment has got a mad drummer (or two or 
three). He begins drumming at five in the morn- 
ing and never intermits till seven. I suppose it is 
some military manoeuvre, but I Tvish he would not. 
It was so like dear Shakespeare, specifying the 
‘neighing steed and the spirit-stirring drum,* 
both assisting to make ambition virtu^T, the par- 
ticular virtue of patience being what he had in 
hfe eye, of course^ 

I have ‘‘got Captain X. and Captain M. to 
make nightly round before they g«5> to bed, 
and I think the horses ar'i a few yards further 
bflF,' but any good sleep is quite out of the 
question. 

Yesterd‘^ G. went off at three with B., C., 
and W. fora privat^Ttalk with Runjeet, but, the 
^Id fellow did hot talk much business, he likes ^ 
gossip so much better, and hp said he thought the 
fakeer and B. migbtr,jpeet and ta^k business with- 
out interrupting G. arid him. F. got Sir W. C. 
to come here and chaperon her to the nautch 
that was to be 'given in the evening. She says 
it was very pretty, but not near splendid as 
what we saw at Benart-s or lucknow. Run-. 
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jeet gave her a string of sipall pearls, a diamond 
ring, and a pair of diamond bangies^ 

G. has given her leave to buy any of ^them 
fjom the Tosha Khanna as a keepsake, but the 
ring is the only tempting article. 


Monday evening, Dec. 3. 

G. went to meet Runjeot at seven this morn- 
ing, and V, joined them on her elephant as tliey 
went through our street. I did not -set off in 
the carriage till past eiglit, aAd when I got» to 
the ground I was still too early, fol* Runject, 
instead being satisfied with a generaTwiew of 
the line, insisted on riding down the whole of it, 
about three miles, and inspecting every mau# ♦ 
R, Major W., C., and I waited at the flagstaff 
till their return, which was a bcautfful sigljt (I 
ra^an their return was beautiful, not our waiting). 
, Old Rimjeet looks mu*ch inofe personable dn 
horseback than in durbar, and he is so animated 
on all military .matters ^a^J^ie rides about with 
the greatest activity. G.,* &-nd he, and their in- 
terpreter finally settled themselves at the flag- 
staff, and there Gi sent for F. anti* me to come on 
our'elephants to them. , 

In front, thnre W0% the army rnarchiifg by. 
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Iirst, the 16th Hussars, then^a body of native* 
cavalry, then the Queen’s BulfFs, then a train of 
Artil^eiy drawn by camels, then Colonel Skinner’s 
wild native horsemen with their steel caps and 
yellow dresses — the band of each regiment wheel- 
ing otf as they passed and dra',ving up to play 
opposite to Runjeet. 

Behind us, there was a large amphitheatre of 
elephants belonging to our own camp, or to the 
Sikhs, and thousands of Kunjeet’s followei*s all 
dressed in yellow or red satin, with quantities of 
their led horses trapped in gold and silver tissues 
and all -of .them sparkling with jewels. * I really 
never saw so dazzling a sight. Three or four 
8ikb,s, would look like Astlcy’s broke loose, but 
this immense body of them saves their splen- 
dour from being melodramatic. The old man 
himself wears a soit of red stuif dress with 
ailittle edging of the commonest grey, squirrel’s 
fur, and a common red muslin turban. His 
horse, too, had less about it than any other. 
He was quite delighted with the review, and at 
the end of it his servants put down before him 
eleven bags, each containing 1,Q00 rupees, to be 
distributed among the troops. When everything 
was done, all the chief pec^)le went to one tent, 
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•which we had pitched on the ground, where 
there was a deje&nef' a la fourche^e and all the 
right things. 

I drove straight home to our camp as soon as 
tfie troops had marched bj^, so I did not see the 
breakfast; but th^ cookery and the turn-out alto- 
gether seemed to lia\x‘ given such satisfaction, 
that I have jijst been buying a handsome dia- 
mond ring which G. is to pi’esent to St. Cloup, 
who is ail absolute black angel. He went over- 
night to the review ground tolcook his breakfast, 
then back here again, for a dinn(?r*of sixteen 
people, Jiiid to-morrow, we are to have R\^njcet in 
the evening and a supper, or rather a dinner, for 
seventy people. St. Cloup says, with two Ejigli^ 
kitchenmaids nothing would* be so easy, but the 
instant he goes to rest all the native fling tliem- 
s^ves on the floor and are* asleep in a minute, 
leaving tjie saucei!s to <ake tlfemselves off tlte 
fire. 

G. gave St.^ Cloup his ^g, and his grid and 
jump would have delighted Mathews, though 
perhaps a little overdone for the stage. Ruiijeet 
came over early, and wen^, witji. G. to see. the 
artfllery, ]|;;^ther against his lordship’s inclina- 
tions, for he^had bcien to look in th\3 ^ntoming • 
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aiid thought it a very poor show; However, 
Runjeet was delighted, and kept them there for 
two hours. We had prepared our fete at the 
end of the street — a large compound enclosed on 
three sides with a large tent for us, and a sma*ll 
one for Runjeet filling up the fpurth side, guards 
all round to prevent anybody who liad not an 
invitation from going in. The large tent opened 
into a long sliemiana — I hardly kno-vr how to 
explain that, but it is, in fact, a tent without 
sides, merely a rcyof supported by pillars ; this 
looked oul into the compound, wliich was laid 
out like a flower garden, only instead of flowers 
there were little lamj^s laid put, as thickly as they 
could be placed, in the shape of flower borders. 
On the ground alone, P. said, there were 42,000 
lamps, and the garden was railed in by an e^ipa- 
Her of lamps. It was really very pretty and 
odd. G. and Runjeet had their great ^ chairs in 
the centre with B. on the other side of G., F. 
next to B., then §ir G. R. and a long row of 
ladies. I sat by the side of Runjeet, and next to 
me Kurruck Singh, his son, and then another long 
row of his sirdar^. 

The instant Runjeet sat down, thw or four of 
his attendants came and knelt down before him, 
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one, the Fakeer* Uzeez-ood-deen, who is his 
interpreter and acJviser and the; copifort of his 
life. We all ought to have Uzeez-ood«deens 
of our own, if we wish to be really comfortable, 
the others arranged his gold bottle and glass, 
and plates of fruit, and he began drinking that 
horrible spi];it which lic pours down like water. 
He insisted oi^ my just touching it, as I had not 
been at his 2)arty on Saturd.ay, and one drop 
actually burnt the outside of my li2)s. I could 
not possibly swallow it. Thos\i two little bnfts, 
in new dresses, were crawling about* the floor, 
and he #poured some of this fire do’s\^ their 
throats. We had two^ bands to jJay ; and when 
the fireworks were over, a large collecticA di 
nautch-girls came in front of Kunjeet and danced 

a 

and sang apparently much to Jiis Satisfaction. 
Tl^ey were a very ugly set i^'oni Loodheeana. I 
could *not^ help thinking how eastern we lidH 
become** everybody^ declaring it was one of 
the best managed and ^Jt^-^ntest parties they 
had seen. All these satrapS in a row, and those 
screaming girls and crowds of long-bearded 
attendants, and the old tyrant drinking in the 
middle — but«till we all said : ‘ What a charming 
party ! ’ just a^we shdhld have said form^fly at 
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Lady C.’s or Lady J.’Sj I could not talk with any 
great ease, b^^ing on the blind side of Runjeet who 
converses chiefly with his one eye and a few signs 
which his fakeer makes up into a long speech, and 
Kurruck Singh was apparently an idiot. Luckily 
beyond him, was Hecra Singh «who has learnt a 
little English, and has a' good idcQ. of making 
topics, and when C- came and established himself 
behind the sofa, I got on very well with Runjeet. 

After the conversation had lasted nearly an 
hcfur, there was, I Suppose, a little pause between 
G. and hiin, for he turned round and said some- 
thing Which C. translated in his litea^al way, 
‘ The Maharajah wishes -your lordship would 
talfc*-a little more friendship to him.' G. 
solemnly declared* he had talked an immense 
deaj of friendship, but of course, he began again. 
Another of Runjeet'^'topics was his constant praise 
(?t drinking, and he saifl he understood that there 
were books which contained^bjections to drunk- 
enness, and he thou^t jt better that there should 
be no books at all, thto that they should contain 
such foolish notions. He is a very drunken old 
profligate, neither more nor iess. Still he has 
made himself a great king ; he has conquered 
a greet many powerful enftnies ; be is remarkably 
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•just in Jus gOTernmpnt ; Jie has disciplined a large 
army ; he hardly ever takes awaj life, which is 
wonderful in a despot, and he is exces^vely 
beloved by his people. 

certainly should not guess any part of this 
from looking at him. 

After two hours’ palaiver he got up to go. I 
gave him a large emerald ring, and G. gave him a 
magniliccilt diamond aigrette. It only arrived 
from Calcutta yesterday on speculation, and was 
thought too expensive, but G. had a great fan«y 
to give it to Ilunjeet, it was so beaulfifully set. 
After th(^ Sikhs were all gone, we went back to 
our private tents, wl\ere there was a souper- 
dinatoire for seventy people; and that ig^ 
final festivity, 

^ Thi^day, Dec. G. 

All the gentlemen went ab daybreak yesterday 
to Runjeet’s review, and •came ^>ack rather dij^ 
comfiteflf He had nearly as many troops out as 
Sir G. R. had ; they were^qmte as well disciplined, 
rather better dressed, repeated the same mili- 
tary movements and several others much more 
complicated, and, iji short, nc^body, knows what to 
say aftout it,^«ii they say nothing, except that they 
are sure the Sikhs wtuld run away iiS^ real 
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fight. It is a sad bloyr t^ ouivvanitifes ! you won’t* 

9 

mention it toi the troops in London — we say 
nothing about it to those here. 

This morning we marched again, only just five 
miles so as to get into the Punji\b; and G., who 
had more last words to say to^Sir G. R. and the 
army, did not come till the afternoon. 

Satuijlay, Dec. 8. 

Shere Singh, Runjeet’s son, is our mehmandei\ 
and takes care dL us through the Pf*njab. Run- 
jeet feeds the whole camp Avhile we are in his coun- 
try, men and beasts — the men 15,000 (we thought 
it was only 10,000, but when every regiment we 
had sent in its full muster roll, it came to 15,000). 

Sliere Singh is ajery jolly dog, and proffered to 
dine with ys yesterday, which means sitting at 
dinner with his eyes fixed on G. ; he will drink but 
not eat. I did not go in to dinner, but was in^the 
same tent, and thinking the conversation §itfcmed‘to 
flag, sent Chance to W.O., ’wnio made him show off 
the multitude of triSks* he has acquired ; and it 
set Shere Singh and his attendants off laughing, 

and filled up the time. I dare say Shere would 

. * ^ ^ . ** 

be pleasant if one spoke his language. 
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Sunday, Dec. 9, * 

To our horror, Shore Singh oflfered himself 
again for dinner yesterday. We had four strange 
officers as it was, andVthis promised to be an 
•a^ful dinner ; but it turned out very well. He 
brought his little boy, PertS,b Singh, seven years 
old, with eyes as big gs saucers, "and emeralds 
bigger than fiis eyes, and he is such a dear good 
child ! gave the little boy a box containing 
an ornamented pistol, with all sorts of con- 
trivances foi^ making bullets, a^j[*of which Pert&b 
knew how to use. We accused Slier^ Singh of 
having taken a watch that had been given to his 
little boy ; and he pr('tended to put this pistol in 
his sash, and it was very pretty to see the li^e 
fellow’s appeal to G. ; but inj^he middle of it all, 
he fumed round to his father and said — ‘ But you 
know Maharaj Gee (your Il^hness) what is yours 
is mine, and what is ming i** ; I will lend^it 

to you«»yhenever you like.’ Shere Singh thought 
the child was talking too much at oitb time* and 
made him a sign, upon wKigh the boy sunk down 
in the eastern fashion, with his legs crossed and 
his hands clasped, and he ^fixed his eyes like a 
sta^e. None of us could make him look or hear, 
,and we asked hiirfatl^r at last to let 4ji^ pl^y> 
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SiS we were used to children at home. He said' 

r 

one word, and^the way in wHich Pertfib jumped 
up was just like a statue coming to life. Ilis 
father is very fond of hinr, but Hunjeet very often 
keeps the boy as a hostage when Shere Singh *is 
employed at a distance. 
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